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collectiveUth
For every person posting Instagram comments 
on their favorite choreographer’s photo saying, 
“COME TO (insert random city)!!”, there is an 
actual organization fulfilling those needs and 
making their global stamp on the dance com-
munity. collectiveUth was started in the summer 
of 2011 and since then has brought to light kid 
dancers, choreographers and talent that might 
never have had that chance to be recognized at 
all. Starting off with putting choreography of up 
and coming choreographers like Cass Smith, De-
jan Tubic and WilldaBeast, lead to interest and 
classes all over the world reaching the masses 
of YouTube-loving fans. 

Andrea Jasper, founder and manager of col-
lectiveUth and talent, has fed a niche that was 
somewhat untouched in the dance community. 
By putting the spotlight on the young, whether 
it be 10-15 year old’s doing choreography or 
allowing bright new choreographers the chance 
to tour the world while teaching their very own 
choreography, collectiveUth is like no other. 
With its founder based in Charlotte and the 
mass majority of classes occurring all over the 
globe, one can say that the organization is defi-
nitely expanding. “You have to create your own 
opportunities,” said Andrea Jasper. Read more 
to find out the latest plans of collectiveUth and 
how it all began.

DANCE TEAM: As a mother, advocate and true 
supporter of dance, what defining moment lead 
to you creating this company?
Mrs. Jasper: It was recognizing that I couldn’t 
look forward to a future of sending Kianna to 
Los Angeles as a young adult knowing that she 
would be a struggling artist. Whether it was 
her simply pursuing dance or as an actress, (or) 
model, I couldn’t live with the idea that so many 
dancers were struggling and everyone was still 
trying to find a way. So for me it was about my 
children and other young artists being able to 
and understand the business it was that they 
were doing and not just as artists.

DANCE TEAM: What lessons have you learned 
personally from the kids, choreographers and 
parents of collectiveUth?
Mrs. Jasper: The biggest lesson is recognizing 
the industry for what it is. What people need 
to recognize whether they are pursuing dance 
professionally or not is that you have to realize 
that you have to create your own opportunities. 
Everything that we have done with Will, Janelle 
and now CJ Salvador is that you have to be re-
sponsible for your own destiny. They can’t rely 
on their agents to do all the work. What I go 
through with them for all intents and purposes 
is I treat them as if they are artist and we go 
through artist development. We devise plans 
as to where they see themselves and where 
they want to take there career. Ultimately, we’re 
trying to make a career out of what they love 
doing. We’re trying to change the face of how 
dancers conduct business.

DANCE TEAM: What were some of the profes-
sional struggles you faced as a company start-
ing out? 
Mrs. Jasper: I wouldn’t necessarily call it a 
struggle because what I recognized was that I’d 
be getting a lot of no’s before...getting yes’s. 
From the very beginning it was difficult to find 
choreographers and instructors from some of 
the top studios to work with the kids. The first 
summer that we did collectiveUth I stayed on 
Dejan for 6 weeks. It wasn’t until Cass Smith 
came back from Poland...and once we released 
the video that people realized that these kids 
are truly talented and gifted at what they were 
doing. Ever since then kids are doing every-
thing. Kids are booking everything and I’d like to 
think that a lot of that had to do with us and all 
of our efforts.

DANCE TEAM: Considering the growth and 
prosperity of collectiveUth, did you ever 
imagine collectiveUth kids would be performing 
at places like the VMA’s and the BET Awards? 
What were your original dreams for the com-
pany?
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Mrs. Jasper: I believe in the kids and I believe...
the choreography talent that has been afforded 
opportunities because of their exposure from 
collectiveUth. I knew it was just a matter of 
time. It was about creating that exposure and 
marketing materials that more people could see 
their amazing talent.

DANCE TEAM: What type of environment do 
you hope to set for your collectiveUth classes?
Mrs. Jasper: I want people to feel welcome and 
open, I want them to come knowing that they 
are going to learn and that they are going to 
be challenged. That’s the biggest thing. We 
want to create opportunities for growth and 
exposure. 

DANCE TEAM: Tell our readers about your team 
and the process of organizing an event.
Mrs. Jasper: My processes vary. I mean, not only 
do I have collectiveUth the organization, but I 
also manage choreographers and dance talent. 
It makes it easier on me when my clients are 
already working because we can focus on the 
actual event. Planning the event really isn’t that 
difficult it’s just a matter of finding a location, 
having the right marketing materials out there 
and then getting the dancers in the class. As 
far as developing the event that’s the easy part 
as far as who I bring in as faculty it depends on 
availability.

Jermaine McGee who is based out of LA, he’s 
from Charlotte (and) he helps me quite a bit. 
He is an industry professional and he is more 
knowledgeable on who is going to be best 
suited to be part of faculty. But as far as the 
entire process of putting it together, it takes 
a host of individuals. I have hosts and affiliate 
studios across the country and all over the 
world that help.

DANCE TEAM: Who are some new choreogra-
phers you hope to feature in the near future and 
what is your selection process?
Mrs. Jasper: CJ Salvador, who’s currently touring 
with Justin Bieber, other credits include Selena 
Gomez. He’s an incredible talent but his back-
ground is tap. Most people see him as a hip hop 
dancer. He’s versatile in that he can teach tap 
and hip hop.

Photos on Right of collectiveUth at Hip 
Hop International courtesy of Andrea 
Jasper.



Balta Monkiki he’s been in LA for 2 years without 
representation and I essentially manage Balta on 
some of his professional teaching engagements. 
He’s a versatile dancer. He can do everything 
from hip hop to jazz-funk to house, punking 
and waacking. Very well respected throughout 
and very up-and-coming throughout the indus-
try, as far as choreography and artistic direction 
(are) concerned. 

Brian Nicholson as well, who is currently on tour 
with Ariana Grande. I’m starting to manage his 
stuff as well. (He) is based out of New York 
City. He’s a versatile talent and strong person to 
have on the team.

Cody Wiggins (and) Jeremy Strong out of At-
lanta. They are coming up, are doing more and 
just excited to see them grow.

DANCE TEAM: What are some things we can 
expect from collectiveUth in the near future?
Mrs. Jasper: We’re going to continue host-
ing our master classes and workshops all over 
the world. We’re in the U.K., France, Argentina 
(and have) plans to be in Italy, Korea and the 
Philippines. We’ve been asked to do an event 
with Alicia keys in October. We are working on 
classes towards the end of September, creating 
more workshops, master classes and intensives. 
We are planning to do another holiday intensive 
and hopefully what I would like to, if we can 
garner enough interest, is bringing local kids out 
to these conventions that Kianna gets to go 
to. Where kids can take classes from the Brian 
Friedman’s, the Luther Brown’s and especially 
if you’re not a dancer in a studio you wouldn’t 
normally get to experience those classes if you 
don’t know about them.

For inquires for hosting a collectiveUth class or hosting a stop at your local studio contact collectiveUth at info@collectiveuth.com.


