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SPRINGFIELD’S GIFT OF LITERACY 
Literacy Event Returns to Give More Books to Springfield Children 

 
SPRINGFIELD, Ore. – Once upon a time, there was a very happy, Springfield first-grade student, who 
received a new book at the 4th annual Gift of Literacy celebration. On Thursday, May 28, 2009, nearly 
900 happy, first-grade students from Springfield Public Schools will receive a new book at the celebration 
at Lane Community College in the Center for Meeting and Learning, at 4000 E. 30th Avenue in Eugene.  
 
The celebration is the culmination of a yearlong program that encourages and promotes literacy among 
Springfield children through the partnership of the community. More than 125 volunteers, donations and 
guest readers help make this annual program possible. Several months prior to the event, every classroom 
was given a set of ten books for students to read and enjoy together. After spending time with the books, 
each student picked their favorite book, which they will receive at the celebration.  
 
Also at the event, special guests will be reading the books to small groups of students. This year, guest 
readers include Superintendent Nancy Golden, Congressman Peter DeFazio, Springfield Mayor Sid 
Leiken, University of Oregon Athletic Director Mike Bellotti, Oregon State University Head Basketball 
Coach Craig Robinson, KEZI’s Korenza Burris and KMTR’s Joseph Calbreath. 
 
This year, guest readers will also include two authors, Deborah Diesen and Leslie Helakoski. Diesen is 
the author of “The Pout-Pout Fish,” a story about a fish with a permanent pout. Helakoski is the author of 
“Woolbur,” a story about a free-spirited sheep. Other books are “Fancy Nancy,” “Knut,” “The Magic 
Fan,” “The Great Fuzzy Frenzy,” “This Monster Rings a Bell,” “Toy Boat,” “Officer Buckle and Gloria” 
and this year’s featured book “Charlie Cook’s Favorite Book.” 
 
Springfield Public Schools was a 2009 grand-prize Magna Award winner for the Gift of Literacy 
program. Many Springfield students do not begin to read until the first grade, and more than half of 
Springfield’s children live below the poverty line—often in households with few children’s books. 
Springfield’s Gift of Literacy Program works to change this cycle by presenting young readers with a gift 
that demonstrates how important literacy is to this community, a book of their own.  
 
SCHEDULE: Kick Off begins at 10:00 a.m. 

Reading Groups with Guest Readers begins at 10:40 a.m. 
 
MORE INFORMATION: For more information about Gift of Literacy or a detailed event schedule, 
contact Program Assistant Brittany Kronholm at (541) 726-3220 or brittany.kronholm@sps.lane.edu. 
 
PHOTOS: We will have our district photographer on site for the event. If you are interested in photos, 
please let us know. 
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