
10 May 2006 

To whom it may concern, 

Although I have had the pleasure of knowing and working with Mark Arnold for just a little over
nine months, he has impressed me as one of those rare individuals for whom others have only
praise and respect. His seemingly tireless work ethic, professional and friendly manner, and
infectious passion for discovering and exposing new technologies to enhance classroom
instruction and learning make Mark a highly valued member of our school community. In his role
as Educational Technology Specialist for the Morristown School District, Mark has pioneered a
number of initiatives that have greatly benefited our staff, students and wider school community. 

Earlier this year, for example, Mark transformed the district website from a confusing, outdated
and largely irrelevant entity into a dynamic focal point of constructive interaction between
members of our school community. Both staff and students now regularly employ the district
website as a forum for showcasing exemplary work, organizing and sharing resources with peers,
finding solutions to common technology problems, and disseminating important information to
parents in a timely fashion. 

With a profound appreciation for the benefits of providing students with the opportunity to reach
wider audiences, Mark also spearheaded the establishment and publication of student magazines
at both the high school and middle school levels. He has actively encouraged students across
grade levels to take personal responsibility for creating and maintaining new content and sections

−of the website. Most recently, Mark has introduced a school wide, 3D computer aided design
(CAD) competition which invites students to draw upon what they have learned during their

−studies to create unique models of both literature based and historical settings. Through such
activities, Mark has promoted a genuine atmosphere of excitement within the school. Perhaps
more importantly, he has also fostered a general receptiveness among staff and students alike to
embrace new hardware and software technologies, which facilitate the achievement of higher
academic standards. 

On a more personal level, Mark has constantly challenged and encouraged me to think about new
ways to use technology more effectively in my classes. Not a week has passed over the past nine
months without Mark drawing my attention to an exciting new website or software utility that
has specific relevance and application to my classroom. His ideas for promoting student
engagement, in particular, have proven particularly worthwhile. 

In February, for instance, Mark facilitated a session during which a group of first graders visited
my classroom to work with a ‘buddy’ sixth grader. My sixth graders were given the responsibility
of showing their younger ‘buddies’ how to turn their collected weather data into colorful graphs.
To this day, my sixth graders make frequent and positive references to that experience. 



In summary, as a relatively new technology teacher within the district, I have found Mark to be
an invaluable resource in developing and delivering my curriculum (though he modestly eschews
credit for this). His awareness of the latest developments in software and hardware technologies
and, more significantly, his understanding of how best to apply them undoubtedly contributed to
high levels of student engagement and learning within my classroom this year. 

Overall, I give my strongest recommendation to any future employer to hire Mark with the
confidence that he will continue to work unselfishly and tirelessly to improve the performance of
the colleagues and students around him. 

Should you have any additional questions regarding this letter of recommendation or the qualities
and skills that Mark offers, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Gary Vear, Information Technology Teacher 
Peoples Academy Middle Level 
Morristown School District 
Morrisville, Vermont 05661 

−(802) 888 1402 
gary.vear@morrisville.org 


