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New Neighbors:
We at North Midland Living magazine would like to welcome and introduce Patricia Levitt and her family to the community of North Midland. Patricia and her husband, Cary, have three children; Jamie, Andrew and Kimberly. Originally from Southern New Jersey and Delaware, the Levitts have been in North Midland for nearly three years. While they have always been fans of Philly sports teams, they have also enjoyed attending the Loons!

As a family, the Levitts enjoy traveling, cooking and crafts. They have lived in Geneva, Switzerland, for over four years, and were fortunate enough to visit Thailand, Greece and the Maldives. The Levitt kids are currently “attending collage and are serving in student government positions at their respective schools while pursuing their degrees.” Patricia also considerers the students she has gotten to know through her work to be “a valued part of her extended family.”

While the Levitts may be relatively new the area, they have wasted no time becoming active community members. Beginning a new holiday tradition with some of the neighborhood children, they made gingerbread houses, which were then donated to the Bickford Cottage Senior Living Center for cheerful centerpieces during the holiday season. Patricia finds it “exceedingly rewarding to get children engaged in fun activities that bring joy to others.”

Patricia enjoys those activities herself. Having lived in many different locations as are result of her husbands career, she knows “the value of getting integrally involved in the community,” and finding a “way to contribute, [which] in Midland, is not difficult.” Patricia is a  “substitute teacher with k-12 Midland Public schools and Educational Service Agency (ESA), [has] been a board and committee member for the International Women’s Club, supporter of Midland Center for the Arts and Disability Network of Mid-Michigan, and now serves as a trained side-walker for Exceptional Horse Riders of Saginaw County that allows disabled children to participate in therapeutic horse riding.” 

In addition, she has “served as a United Way committee member of funds allocation, and [is] currently serving as a key committee member for the 'Chefs for Shelterhouse' April fundraising event, a volunteer at the Shelterhouse resale shop that offers a variety of support for survivors of domestic violence, and an active member of Midland 100 Women’s Club, a group of women dedicated to supporting local charities.”
Patricia Levitt brings more than community spirit to Midland, she is also an entrepreneur and independent business owner. Her business, Carry Over Words, designs and sells fun, educational products that are suitable for just about everyone. Some parents use Carry Over Words products to decorate their children’s bedrooms or play rooms. Some use them as activities and games for grandparents to play with their grandchildren. They are used as pre-school nap pillows and, recently, college students have been ordering them for humorous gag gifts!

The products are appropriate for:

· Learners who need to catch up with core requirements

· Advanced and gifted learners

· Students with autism

· Adults who want to learn English as a second language

· Adults that are re-learning and rehabilitating after a stroke or disabling injury

New Services:
So what qualifies Patricia as a authority in the field of spoken language? Both extensive training and experience. After obtaining a B.S. In Speech Pathology from Ithaca College, Patricia then achieved a M.A. in Speech Pathology, with honors, from the College of New Jersey. In addition to post grad classes at the College of William and Mary and University of Delaware, she is a nationally recognized professional with the credentials Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC) in the field of Speech-Language Pathology. This means that not only has she met rigorous academic standards, she also continues ongoing professional courses to keep this certification. Patricia is licensed in Michigan, Delaware and Massachusetts.

When her husband Cary was transferred to Geneva through his employer, the DuPont Corporation, the children attended the International School of Geneva, Switzerland, and Patricia “was employed as an outside contractor for Speech-Language Pathology. The school included children from over 150 countries. During that time, it was difficult for families who had children with special needs, to find an English-speaking Speech-Language Pathologist to provide therapy. [She] provided observations, assessments, therapy and in-service workshops to parents and teachers. It was a wonderful and enriching experience for the family. [Patricia] grew both professionally and culturally as [she] learned so many things about disabilities, English as an additional language, diversity and people. No matter where a family originated, the parent(s) had similar hopes, desires and dreams for their children.”

After decades of working as a speech pathologist- both in the school setting and private practice- and listening to parents and grandparents, Patricia realized there was a need for fun learning activities and the importance of having them available to use in comfortable, everyday settings!  One of the key gaps for parents and grandparents was the ability to have these tools available and to know how to use them.

Advice Patricia offers to those considering how to engage students? “I adhere to the old saying that, 'Learning is not a destination; it is a journey.' Learning doesn’t just occur inside the classroom and we need to “Carry Over” those skills into everyday life. That’s why my business is called Carry Over Words, because the lifelong learning process carries over to everything we do, and is really the equipping that our future generations need.” 

The Carry Over Words product line is versatile, with new product ideas in the works. They are a fun, easy way to help parents who want to make sure that their children master the Common Core Curriculum- “the standard by which student skills are measured for ages and needs,” while making it “fun, interactive and meaningful.” 

Patricia also offers coaching and advising through her private practice, easily contacted at  www.carryoverwords.com/contact
