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Back to the basics...
Triad schools, both public and private, have seen 

many changes since the days when the three Rs stood 
for Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. Today’s educators 
follow a new model – Rigor, Relevance and Relationships 
– as the way to prepare students for the future.

And into the 21st Century...
Last year Governor Mike Easley announced North 

Carolina’s partnership between business and education 

with an initiative called The North Carolina Center 
for 21st Century Skills. The initiative will jumpstart the 
beginning of a nationwide campaign to improve education 
in order to produce college graduates who are better 
prepared to enter the global workforce of tomorrow.  

Triad educators are behind the initiative and agree that 
a new day has dawned for education; global preparedness 
is crucial for students. Tom Buxton, principal of the Upper 
School at Greensboro Day School reports that vying for 
acceptance to a college or university is a very competi-
tive endeavor.

Have it 
your way
K-12 Educational
Options in the Triad

By Lynne Brandon

In the land of choices, we have 55,000 combinations 

of Starbucks coffee, hundreds of cereal choices and 

the ability to build a customized computer, just to name 

a few. Education has followed suit; parents now have 

the choice of whether to send their child to a private or 

public school.  Both private and public institutions offer 

a variety of curriculum, but they can be very different in 

the areas of testing and costs.
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A closer look at private education

Greensboro Day School
Started in a church basement almost 40 years ago, Greensboro Day School 

is now flourishing and expects to graduate about 90 students next year. Terry 
Buxton, Upper School Director, calls Greensboro Day School a “laptop” school 
where technology is evident. Some textbooks are on CD, students communicate 
with students all over the globe via the Web and some tests are taken online.  The 
school encourages a well-rounded curriculum including critical thinking with 
participation in the arts, athletics and community service. 

“Today, kids understand they need a college degree and that it’s not just a pre-
requisite to a successful life, but that it is a requirement. They are self-motivated 
to succeed with a thirst for knowledge,” says Buxton.

SAT scores average about 1,250 – higher than the North Carolina average. 
Annual costs are approximately $15,000 per student. Financial aid is available.

Forsyth Country Day School
Forsyth Country Day School (FCDS) has been a strong academic presence 

in Winston-Salem and its surrounding counties for over 36 years, but it has 
experienced substantial growth during the past eight years. For 2007, enroll-
ment at the school will be just over 1,000 students. 

The school’s curriculum concentrates on college preparatory courses, 
with an additional but strong emphasis on character education. Headmaster 
Henry M. Battle, Jr. says the school spends a great deal of effort attracting and 
retaining teachers who are “the best of the best” from all over the country. He 
believes this inspires an environment of excellence.

FCDS puts an intentional focus on what Mr. Battle refers to as Emotional 
Intelligence (EQ) in addition to Intelligence Quotient (IQ), once revered by 
the workplace. “In the work world, it has been discovered that academic skills 
are not necessarily valued. However, EQ – or emotional intelligence – is 
becoming more critical. We believe that the ability to work in teams, to lead 
others, and to get along with others is what today’s employers are looking 
for,” explains Mr. Battle.  “All of these traits form the essence of our co-cur-
ricular courses, as we believe we are preparing our students for life, not just 
college.” 

One of the school’s major themes during the past several years has been 
working through the transition from good to great, a concept based on the 
popular business book of the same name by Jim Collins.  The idea is that we 
don’t have great (schools) principally because we have good schools. Because 
good is the enemy of great, shifting from one paradigm to the next is quite a 
challenge.

Other initiatives include expanding the school’s already 
strong performing arts programs, an endowed speaker series, 
and a leadership and LifePrep pilot program developed in 
conjunction with Harvard University. All grades have instruction on more than 
300 networked computers and Forsyth’s Internet gateway links students to high-
powered, full-text databases providing a “campus without walls.”  A Forsyth 
Country Day School education costs about $8,500 to $15,000 annually.
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Wesleyan Christian Academy
Opening in 1971 as a ministry of 

the First Wesleyan Church, Wesleyan 
Christian Academy is one of the 
largest private K-12 institutions in the 
Triad. Enrollment is approximately 
1,000 students and the graduating 
class of 2007 is expected to be around 
75. Tuition costs range from $5,700 
to $6,700, depending on the student’s 
grade level. Scholarships are available 
based on financial need. 

Wesleyan offers Honors and AP 
classes and an Enrichment Center 
program for children with ADD and 
other disabilities. Creative writing 
starts in the 2nd grade and continues 
into the Upper School.

Administrator, Joel Farlow, says 
that the school offers a full education 
package that stresses academics 
but also athletics and fine arts – in 
a nurturing environment. “Parents 
choose us because we are a Christian 
school, we have a good academic 
record and we offer a safe environ-
ment,” says Farlow.

Public education options

Forsyth County
In Forsyth County, Donald L. 

Martin, Superintendent of Winston-
Salem/Forsyth County Schools, 
(WSFCS) has more than 70 schools 
in his district that serve approximately 
48,300 students each year. WSFCS 
is the 5th largest school system in 
North Carolina, and the 99th largest 
in the United States. The average SAT 
score for the Forsyth County System 
is 1,015.

Martin is proud of his district 
and touts the “Schools of Choice” 

One of the area’s largest selections of:

CARPETS

CERAMIC AND

PORCELAIN TILE

VINYL FLOORING

HARDWOODS

CORK FLOORING

LAMINATE FLOORING

WALLPAPER

SHUTTERS & BLINDS

RUGS

AND CUSTOM CUTS
940 Burke Street, Winston-Salem

336-773-0411  •  greynolds@jewellinteriors.com

APPLIED TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.

A Lot Has Changed In
Our World That
Enables Us To
Improve 
Your World.

      307 Edwardia Drive

    Grensboro, NC 27409

Let Us Manage Your Technology So You Can Manage Your Business

Document Management
Data Networking
VoIP Integration
Managed Recover

Fiber Optics
Wireless

1-877-698-0977

Big and Bad Does Not Insure 
Survival...

Applied Telecommunications, Inc.
307-A Edwardia Drive  Greensboro, NC  27409

1-877-698-0977

Speed, Versatility and Planning Do.
Disaster Recovery
E-Storage
Web Hosting
Documents
Offsite Storage
Data Cabling 
Mobile-Mobile-Wireless
Telecom
Data Networking
VoIP Deployment

We Replace 
Dinosaurs with Engineered
Solutions that We Install, Protect, and Maintain
YYour Survival May Depend On It.
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Quick Response
For Server Troubles

•  Troubleshooting, 

    Training, & Setup

•  Maintenance, Installation 

& Upgrades

•  Virus or Spyware Removal 

& Protection

•  Backup and Disaster 

Planning

• Data Recovery

•   Networking & Internet 

Security

336-545-1011
www.4PCtrouble.com

We fi t your life.

Greensboro Campus
1.866.324.5917

http://business.strayer.edu
AOL Keyword: Strayer

43 Campuses and Online
 >Alabama
 >Delaware
 >Florida
 >Georgia
 >Maryland
 >North Carolina
 >Pennsylvania
 >South Carolina
 >Tennessee
 >Virginia
 >Washington, DC

A faster, 
more f lexible 
MBA for busy 
executives.
Earn your MBA in the fastest, most fl exible way possible at Strayer University.
Designed for busy professionals, the Strayer executive MBA program allows you to 
choose from a variety of courses that fi t your schedule and your learning style. Attend 
classes on campus or via the Internet or through a combination of both. Our accelerated 
format enables you to earn your degree years before you could at other universities. 
With a 110-year tradition of educational excellence, Strayer University is one of the 
largest accredited adult-focused universities in America, and a leading provider of online 
education. Fall classes begin the week of September 25. To get started on your degree 
without delay, call today.

Plan, giving parents the opportunity 
to choose the best school for their 
child with eight elementary zones, 
six middle school zones and five high 
school magnet options.

Last year, the WSFCS system 
opened the Simon G. Atkins Academic 
and Technology High School offering 
three different magnet programs with 
a diploma offered in each specializa-
tion: Biotechnology, Pre-Engineering 
and Computer Technology.

Atkins is also a Bill Gates 
Foundation school and receives grant 
funds that are used for staff devel-
opment to focus on the Rs – Rigor, 
Relevance and Relationship. Atkins 
is equipped with state-of-the-art tech-
nology, including eight computer labs. 
Teachers promote critical thought; they 
use smart boards (electronic chalk-
boards) and wireless laptops. 

“Atkins offers students, with 
or without privilege, a shot at the 
American dream – an opportunity that 
they may not otherwise have,” says 
principal, Daniel Piggott. 

Guilford County
Guilford County Schools (GCS) 

offers a variety of educational options 
including 15 magnet grade schools, 
four magnet middle schools and 16 
high school option schools. GCS  
is the 3rd largest school district in 
the state, 48th in the nation and has 
enrollment of 70,000 students. Dr. 
Terry Grier, GCS superintendent, is 
working toward the goal of graduating 
responsible citizens who are prepared 
to succeed in higher education or the 
career of their choice.

“Kids will rise to your level of expec-
tation. Colleges like Duke, Davidson, 
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North Carolina A&T and others, look 
at the rigor of coursework of incoming 
freshman more than class rank or GPA,” 
says Grier. With this in mind, GCS has 
championed Advanced Placement 
(AP), International Baccalaureate (IB) 
and the Early/Middle College high 
schools to put a national spotlight on 
GCS for its innovation and demanding 
course work. 

“Our goal is to get students college 
ready and then, work ready, so they 
can get meaningful jobs with benefits. 
These are not mutually exclusive,” 
says Grier.

Understanding the education 
paradigm shift, GCS has partnered 
with area businesses to start the 
Early College Academies, two of 
which guarantee teaching positions 
to students who enter the program.  
A partnership with Moses Cone 
Hospital has started a Medical Careers 
Academy in which students attend 
Early College Medical Academies 
with scholarships for college paid by 
Moses Cone.

Rob Gasparello, principal of 
Grimsley High School, started four 
years ago with the 2002 freshman 
class. The former coach believes in the 
new three Rs and says that academics 
are stressed but they also embrace 
tradition complemented with a rich 
history of community service.

With its diverse student popula-
tion, Grimsley is known for rigorous 
coursework exemplified in its many 
honors courses, AP offerings and the 
IB diploma. Only three high schools 
in GCS currently offer the prestigious 
IB program, with courses that are rec-
ognized by top colleges and universi-
ties around the world.

Getting feedback is important. 
Gasparello reports that college 
freshman return each year to talk to 
seniors about college. The news is 
good and Grimsley is getting high 
marks from colleges and universities 
for preparing their students.

Targeted education is not reserved 
for high school students. Aycock 
Middle School is also working toward 
preparing students for the global 
market place. Aycock is a science, 
technology, and Spanish immersion 
magnet with 669 students. Visiting 
international faculty, who are native 
Spanish speakers, teach half of each 
day completely in Spanish.

The science arm of the school has a 
focus on geology/astronomy, physics/
robotics and microbiology/environ-
mental studies. Technology is a key 
element of the school’s curriculum 
and eighth-graders must take an end 
of year computer test to demonstrate 
proficiency. The school is wireless and 
complete with computer labs, online 
assignments and parent/teacher com-
munication via email.

We are fortunate in the Triad to 
have an abundance of educational 
options for our children. In the global 
economy, it is imperative we prepare 
and educate students for the work that 
is ahead. As a nation, and a region, we 
can no longer compete and sustain 
ourselves on productivity; to keep our 
competitive edge and profitability, we 
must focus on preparing future gen-
erations to be outstanding problem 
solvers using innovation and creativity. 
Kudos to our local public and private 
schools, who are working hard to do 
just that. ■

Join 
the most 
affluent, 

influential 
and active
group of 

leaders in 
the Triad . . .

Subscribe to

12 months...$24
24 months...$34

Order online at
www.BIZlife.com

M A G A Z I N E
®
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want to know more?
Greensboro Day School
Visit www.greensboroday.org

Forsyth Country Day School
Visit www.fcds.org

Wesleyan Christian Academy
Visit www.wesed.org

Winston-Salem Forsyth
County School System
Visit http://wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Guilford County School System
Visit www.gcsnc.com
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