
F
or one week now I have called
this my home, but I swear I’ll
never leave the water’s pulse, a
siren’s song beckoning to me. The
sunset lit a sliver moon above the

pier and nestled down in sky awash with
orange, pink and red and blue and green.”

– Lyrics to Edenton by Peter Boehling

Peter Boehling fell fast and hard for
Edenton, NC. His wife Mary and their five
children followed suit in short order. Ask
them about their home of 11 years and the
thoughts of leaving are almost incomprehen-
sible. Funny how that happens to city slickers.
The Boehlings used to call Richmond, VA,
home but now admit that leaving Edenton
even for Christmas is hard. “We don’t really
need to go away for a vacation – we live it
here every day,” says the youthful physician.

The Boehlings credit a recruiter for bring-
ing them to Edenton. “We had never heard of
Edenton. We just wanted to be near the water
and be within driving distance of Richmond,”
says Peter. They got that and more. The two-
and-half-story house filled with love and
laughter claims its rightful place in state his-
tory as the former Superintendent’s House on
the original U.S. Hatchery in Edenton.

The majestic, but welcoming house sits
proudly on a bluff watching the tranquil

waters of Pembroke Creek, coveted by skiers
for its flat surface. Over the years the body
of water has threatened to flood the proper-
ty but luckily never escaped its boundaries.
The restored house is the largest building on
the 21-acre spread that once housed the
hatchery.

The original fish hatchery building, built in
1899 with eclectic Shingle and Victorian style
elements, moved in the 1950s to the Edenton
Marina complex where it remains today.

Tumultuous times soon followed and the
hatchery was closed due to lack of available
land. Concerned citizens reopened the facility
in 1958 where the new facility continues to
supply striped bass to a wide region of the
central Atlantic Seaboard.

The house has been handed down several
times over the years, originating with Colonel
William C. Capehart until landing in the
hands of the Boehling family in 1995. They
purchased the adjoining property five years

ago, complete with three guest houses where
employees of the fish hatchery once resided.
Each one comes complete with its own story.
The property holds other remnants of the
past that include the old wooden water tank,
pump house and bell. Inside Mary proudly
points out the old 18th-century superinten-
dent’s desk that was given to them along with
the bell.

The two-story house is a tribute to loving
restoration, painstaking at times. The Colonial
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The former Superintendent's house
is now home to Dr. Peter F. Boehling,

wife Mary and their five children.
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Revival style home with wraparound porch supported by simple Doric
pillars has seen several face-lifts. Mary’s expertise with planning and
organization made her the logical choice for leading the renovations to
the family home as well as to Peter’s medical office.

The home restoration occurred in phases and much of it was done
while the family was living in the home, something the family says that
they would not repeat. “The first winter we were here the pipes froze, I
was pregnant and we had to camp out in the living room,” laughs
Mary. At the time it was no laughing matter.

Good memories of the restoration are plentiful and chief among
them for Mary was working with Morgan Francis, a master craftsman
known for his mill work and for using original materials. She points
out the kitchen cabinets that are made from heart pine and a drawer
that came from an old church altar.

Preserving history is a goal, but more important, the home is a sanc-
tuary for a family that lives, laughs and loves together. At the helm of
this steady ship is Mary, businesswoman, mother, wife of 22 years and
guiding light for the towheaded clan. The five children are loaded with
talent and looks but best of all, a charm and love for life that is seldom
seen. Emily (20) is studying advertising at The University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill; Alex (18) is a freshman at Washington & Lee;
Liza (16) is modeling full-time in New York City; Isabelle (14) is an

The Boehling family enjoys the
still waters of Pembroke Creek,
loved by boaters and skiers.

The Boehlings enjoy relaxing in the
former pump house that is more than
just storage for kayaks and skis.
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aspiring soccer player and plays guitar
with her father; and Jimmy, at the ripe
age of 10, is full of personality and play-
fulness.

Restoring another historical home
into Peter’s medical office proved to be a
challenge for the family. The Italianate
Victorian residence was once the home
of Millard F. Bond, Sr. (1855-1935) and
is now the home of Women’s Health of
Edenton where Peter practices medicine
as an obstetrician.

April Lane sold the Boehlings the for-
mer Bond house and remembers the
restoration project. “Dr. and Mrs. Peter
Boehling told me that they were looking
for a building for his medical offices that
would qualify for the tax preservation credit
program. I found the Bond house and they
tackled the project with great enthusiasm.
They saved a great, old house,” says Lane.

During the day Peter focuses on his thriving
medical practice. Long days are filled with
delivering babies and office rounds, but Peter
says the most important part of his job is just
listening to patients. “I try to take the mystery
out of medicine by listening and teaching my
patients, that is the most gratifying part of my
job,” says Peter.

The man who never sits still fills his down-
time by fitting in a quick run or biking.
Weekends you will find him on the water in his
kayak. He is passionate about his work but
admits that songwriting plays an equally impor-
tant role in his life. The sound of music often
rings throughout the cozy home as Peter plays
his guitar or practices a new song. It is not coin-
cidental that he named his band, The Best Life
Band. He says it was positive and it just fit his
life. When time allows, Peter can be found play-
ing for locals at Acoustic Coffee, a downtown
spot for socializing with friends and neighbors.

All the pieces of the Boehlings’ life fit like a
well-planned puzzle, but Mary and Peter say
it’s because they make family their priority in

life. Peter recalls telling his office staff that he
would not be in the office until 9 a.m. each
day because of family obligations. “I have five
children and five animals to feed each morn-
ing. Family is first,” says Peter.

Teamwork is a family affair. Youngest son,
Jimmy, decided to start making his father’s
coffee each morning so he and Peter could
relax over breakfast and to give them some
quality time together each day.

The small-town lifestyle has clearly
wrapped itself around the Boehling family.
The shimmering water always beckons, and

being surrounded by a small community
of neighbors who are like family makes it
even sweeter.

The closest neighbors are tenants of the
three guest houses on the Fish Hatchery
property. They are tenants only on paper as
the close-knit group will tell you.
Surrounding the big house like a solitaire
and its clusters, the cottages are as eclectic
and colorful as each occupant. In the sum-
mer, it is a full-on celebration at “Camp
Boehling” as everyone gathers at the dock
for kayaking, wake boarding and skiing.

Geordie Robison lives in one of the cot-
tages, formerly a three-car garage. The
general manager of The Lords Proprietors’
Inn is the queen of shabby chic, and the

small house is choc-a-block with painted
wood, antiques and windows decorated with
painter’s drop cloths. “I lived the big-city, fast-
paced life and it was not working for me. My
goal was to paint furniture and live in a cottage
on the water. I am living my dream here,” says
Robison.

Attorney Meader Harriss, III and his wife
Jennifer, a Main Street Director in Edenton,
live in the middle cottage, home of the Junior
Fish Culturist, built in the late 1930s. The
gable-front bungalow offers a simple front
porch and like the other cottages it is loaded
with charm and personality.

Nearest to the water’s edge is the cottage/stu-
dio home that suits artist Cameron Waff, who
works in New York with the likes of Diane Von
Furstenberg, to a tee. The former Fish
Culturist’s house was built in 1915 and offers a
priceless view of the water while lounging on
the hammock in the screened porch.

Friends, neighbors and family make the
Boehlings life in Edenton a Utopia where work
gets done but time for relaxing is equally impor-
tant. “We can take great trips when we want to,
but we are really homebodies. A ‘Jimmy Buffett’
lifestyle might be great, but what we have here is
better,” says Peter, with a smile.�

The small-town lifestyle
has clearly wrapped itself

around the Boehling family.
The shimmering water

always beckons, and being
surrounded by a small

community of neighbors
who are like family makes

it even sweeter. 

The 21-acre property offers a
scenic view of Pembroke Creek.

Peter and Isabelle warm the Boehling home with the sound of music.


