
A NEW understanding 

OF farm  systems 

 

 

ABOUT THE PROJECT: 

Successful farmers are adept at finding and using many different 

types of resources to keep their farm afloat, such as financial capital, 

physical resources of many kinds, and stores of knowledge that they 

know how to access when they need it. The Mapping Sustainable 

Farm Systems project seeks to understand which of these resources 

are important to farmers, how farmers access those resources, and if 

there are needs that often go unmet. By “mapping” these resources, 

we hope to forge a new understanding of what is available (or 

unavailable) to farmers for the success of their enterprise. 

Ultimately, this project can aid in the design of new educational 

programs, and/or the creation of other resources, for commercially-

oriented beginning farmers that will promote site-appropriate, 

profitable, sustainable farming practices, and to thereby help these 

farmers realize their own vision of a sustainable farm system. 

 

Mapping Sustainable Farm Systems is a three-year research project 

funded by Southern SARE, a part of the USDA. We are a tri-state 

team of researchers from University of Kentucky, University of 

Tennessee and Virginia Tech, including professionals in Agricultural 

and Extension Education, Crop and Soil Science, and Sociology. This 

research is funded through a grant from Southern Sustainable 

Agriculture Research and Education (SSARE), part of the USDA. 
 

Are you a new, beginning, or transitioning farmer, or are actively 

planning your farm enterprise? If so, we invite you to… 

 Fill out a survey to make your opinions heard. 

 Participate in a 1.5-hour facilitated conversation about farming. 

 Work alongside scientists to create an in-depth case study of your 

farm, including soil profiles and marketing strategies. 

For more information or to sign up, 

call Kim Niewolny at (540) 231-

5784, or email niewolny@vt.edu 

with your name and phone number. 

 
 

QUESTIONS?  Contact: Kim L. Niewolny, PhD, Assistant Professor & Extension Specialist, Agricultural and Extension Education. 

282 Litton Reaves Hall (0343) Blacksburg, Virginia 24061. (540) 231-5784. Fax: (540) 231-3824. www.aee.vt.edu. 

 


