
FACT SHEET

· Hollywood and Hometown Heroes Scholarship Gala started in 2000 in Stillwater, Okla., in response to the drop in admission rates, due to the cost of tuition, of  fallen service men and women’s children.


· This event was originally started by Kim Tiderman who lost her husband in an on-duty accident.  The gala has now been taken over by Tom Weir, Director of SJB, and Dave Martin, Associate Athletic Director of Oklahoma State.

· The purpose of the annual gala is to raise funds for an account to sponsor and give scholarships to children whose parents or guardians have lost their lives and were members of the Stillwater Fire Department.

· The gala includes a donation for the ticket, a catered meal from the Ranchers Club, silent auction with memorabilia from former Hometown Heroes that have gone on to be Hollywood Heroes like Billy Bajema, Barry Sanders and John Smith, photo opportunities with former and current OSU athletes and a drawing for the evenings’ prize, a trip for four to Hollywood to see DreamWorks newest animation picture, Bee Movie. 

· In the past, the gala has raised an average $ 35,000 to benefit the fallen heroes children.

· Funding for the gala is sponsored by the School of Journalism and Broadcasting along with the Athletic Department and this year, DreamWorks. 

· The gala exceeds our expectations every year and we only hope to have a better one every year. We hope to attract different celebrities and more donors in the years to come. [image: image1.jpg]
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