
Hello Brothers:
First and foremost, let 
me introduce myself. 
My name is Andrew 
Talevich and I serve as 
the Associate Director 
of Communications. 
I have been on staff 
for almost two years 
with my primary 
responsibilities being 
directed toward the 
publication of the Cross 
& Crescent magazine 

and other content that comes out of our office. Travis Smith 
who previously compiled the Traveler has transferred these 
responsibilities to me after he accepted a new job with the 
Indiana University Foundation. 

I feel honored and privileged to be a part of this publication. 
Though I have not met many former staff members, I feel a 
strong connection to each of you. As you all know, Lambda Chi 
Alpha is more than a job. It’s a lifestyle that requires enormous 
drive, concentrated insight, and the ability to know that you 
are making a difference in your day-to-day responsibilities. We 
have each put our heart and soul into the betterment of this 
Fraternity. Because of this we are always connected.

In this issue of the Traveler:

• 20 Traveler updates

• Pictures from George Spasyk’s 90th birthday

• Joe Chavez’s obituary 

• New Staff Members: Charlie DeMaio, Joe Hammer, and 
Deb Vargo

• Current Staff Listing

• Life from the Road - ELC Justin Friend

Finally, I would like to end by saying that there is an open door 
policy for all former staff members. You made this organization 
what it is today and I encourage you all to keep in contact with 
current staff. You are always welcome here. 

Yours In ZAX,

Andrew Talevich

Associate Director of Communications

FALL
2013



Traveler Updates

1960’s
John Harmon 
(1964-1965)
Four years ago John served as Assistant General Counsel of a 
New York Stock Exchange Company (UICI). The company was 
purchased by Blackstone Group and they quickly dismantled 
the company by selling off the insurance companies, the 
student loan company, etc.  John was provided a continued 
salary for a year or so and he returned to Arkansas.

Upon returning to Arkansas, John found out he had an 
incurable cancer--Cll/Sll. The disease was both Leukemia 
and Lymphoma and could be “arrested” but not cured. John 
received treatment at James Cancer treatment Center at The 
Ohio State University. John underwent heavy chemotherapy 
and received a stem cell transplant after finding a match over 
the International database. The transplant was a success. 
While recovering, he received news that his son-in-law had 
died accidentally and his wife flew to Conway, Arkansas, and 
remained there until he was ready to travel.

John is cancer free but still attempting to obtain gainful 
employment.  While he had substantial insurance, he exhausted 
his resources.

He had to wait two years to find out who the stem cell donor 
was. The donor was a 22-year-old in Germany. He donated to 
help a two year old girl who did not survive. John and his wife 
have stayed in touch with him over e-mail. He lives about 30 
miles from where John’s distant grandfather lived. 
 

1970’s
Gary Helling 
(1976-1977)
After spending 6 years working in the underprivileged 
communities of Paarl, South Africa, Gary and his wife Marnelle 
moved back to the Seattle area.

Gary is now the Operations Director of a charitable 
organization called Art with Heart. The mission of Art with 
Heart is to help kids heal from the impacts of trauma in their 
lives. They create books and programs that help deliver therapy 
in a cost-effective manner, allowing many children that 
otherwise wouldn’t receive any help, to heal and avoid the life 
changing symptoms of child traumatic stress. Check out the 
organization at www.artwithheart.org.

Gary and Marnelle now live in Bellevue, Washington.  

1980’s
David Thum 
(1982-1985)
David and his son traveled with a crew of 10 scouts and adult 
leaders to Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico this past 
summer.  They hiked more than 85 miles over 10 days with 
everything they needed to survive on their backs - with packs 
weighing approximately 55 pounds. The highlight of the trip 

was climbing to the top of Mt. Baldy at 12,440 feet, which 
is the second highest mountain in New Mexico. This is one 
of Scouting’s top high adventure experiences and participants 
must train for this expedition to survive.  This was David’s 
second trip to Philmont. He went as a Boy Scout in 1975. 

Dave Huffine 
(1984-1986)
On a recent trip to Indianapolis, Dave reconnected with his 
fellow traveler, Father Bill Marks (1984-1986). They paid a 
visit to George Spasyk’s (1950-1990) house to catch up, and 
the years rewound easily. They agreed it was just like going over 
to George’s after coming off the road (minus the Beefeater). 
Bill and Dave share the distinction of being two of only three 
travelers- along with Ray Salazar (1984-1986) - to be both 
Chapter Consultants and Educational Leadership Consultants.

Editor’s Note: To add to Dave’s update on George Spasyk, he 
is doing well and still living in the house he has owned for over 
35 years. He has even purchased his Indy500 tickets for May. 
Read more about George’s 90th birthday on page 6.

Mike Der Manouel 
(1986-1992)
Mike and his son travelled with Scout Troop 223 to New 
Mexico, Philmont National Scout ranch, for a 12 day 
backpacking trip in July.  Grant is 16, a Life Scout, hoping to 



Traveler Updates
achieve his Eagle Rank early next year.  The trek was 66 miles 
and with side hikes, just under 80 total miles, all at elevations 
from 8,000 to 12,000 feet. It was a great experience for the 14 
Scouts and 8 adults on the trip.

Editor’s Note: I received the entries from David Thum and 
Mike Der Manouel separately. At first I thought it was the 
same entry. Did you guys know you went on the same trek up 
Philmont?

1990’s
Kevin O’Neill 
(1991-1996)
For the first time, Patton Boggs Public Policy Deputy Chair 
and Partner Kevin O’Neill has been named to The Hill 
newspaper’s 2013 Top Lobbyist list.  Recognized as a “Hired 
Gun,” Mr. O’Neill represents a wide range of clients, including 
several leading corporations, universities, health care systems, 
transportation systems, units of local government and national 
associations. In the past, Mr. O’Neill has also been named 
one of The National Law Journal-Legal Times “40 Under 40 
Rising Stars,” recognized as one of Washington, DC’s best 
young attorneys. He served as one of the youngest major 
fundraisers for the Bush-Cheney 2004 re-election campaign 
and fundraised for the Romney-Ryan campaign in 2012. 
In the fall of 2007, Mr. O’Neill was a candidate for the 
Republican nomination in a special election in Virginia’s First 
Congressional District. He is the founder and current executive 
director of the nation’s largest bipartisan federal political 
action committee (PAC) dedicated exclusively to the policy 
interests of college students and higher education and host of 
his own weekly internet radio show called Capital Thinking. 

Bojak Barney 
(1997-2000)
Bojak is living in Denver, Co. Occasionally he will bump into 
the Fraternity’s current Grand High Alpha, Drew Hunter. In 
June Bojak married Caroline Catherine Monroe, an AXO 
from Western Michigan University. Bojak leads the strategic 
partnerships effort for a healthcare IT company based in the 
Denver Tech Center. 

Jayme Little 
(1999-2002)
Jayme and his partner Joel Wendland are happy to announce 
their pending marriage and are in the process of adopting their 
first child. For more information about the adoption, visit 
www.joelandjaymeadopt.net. 

Jayme has recently started a PhD program in higher education 
at Indiana University.  

2000’s
Ryan Haney 
(2001-2003)
Ryan is living in Calgary, Alberta. He is married  to Victoria 
and they have three kids: Cole 4, Megan 3 and Drew 1. For the 
past 10 years, Ryan has been working at CBRE as a commercial 
real estate broker.  His current role is Senior Vice President, 
Industrial Sales & Leasing.

Chris Molloy 
(1981-1982) (1998-2003)
Chris and his wife Kelly and daughter Mary Claire have 
relocated back to Indianapolis, where Chris has joined the 
University of Indianapolis as the Vice President of Institutional 
Advancement. The Molloy family has bought a home near 
Butler University, and Chris enjoys seeing the Butler chapter 
house during his regular walks in the neighborhood with his 
wife.



Traveler Updates

Travis McDearmon 
(2004-2006)
Travis and his wife Julie recently moved back to Indianapolis 
after five years in Kentucky.  Travis took a position as the 
Assistant Director of Development for the Indiana University 
School of Dentistry and Julie is the new Annual Giving Officer 
for the Indianapolis Zoo.  They live in Broad Ripple with a 
ridiculous amount of cats!

Aaron Wright 
(2007-2008)
On July 9, 2013 Aaron and his wife Kristen welcomed into the 
world their daughter, Averie Wright.

Curtis Sullivan 
(2007-2008)
In the last six months Curtis has gotten engaged and started 
graduate school at the University of Northern Colorado, 
where he was an undergraduate. He assists the local chapter 
in Greeley Colorado by sitting on their Inner Circle Council 
and performing evolutions with their High Pi and Inner Circle 
chairmen.

Michael Blow 
(2006-2008)
Michael married his wife Angie on November 10. They 
recently bought a condo on the southwest waterfront area of 
Washington DC and plan on moving there in early December. 
Michael and Angie will also be enjoying their honeymoon in 
Ireland over Thanksgiving break. 

Michael is coming up on his 2 year work anniversary at 
Columbia Partners, L.L.C. Investment Management where he 
helps manage client services and marketing. He is still the High 
Pi at American University and is proud they received their 
charter as Pi-Omicron on Founders Day, November 2.

Josh Lodolo 
(2004-2009)
Last spring Josh was promoted to Director of Development 
and Alumni Relations for the College of Liberal Arts at 
University of Texas Austin. In addition to front line fundraising 
responsibilities, Josh manages the college’s alumni engagement, 
communications, annual giving, and donor relations strategy. 

Dan Hartmann
(2007-2011)
Dan remains involved in the non-profit management/ 
fundraising world with his work at NIC Foundation.  Many of 
you know that the North-American Interfraternity Conference, 
Inc. (NIC) is the trade association for 75 men’s fraternities.  
Dan works on the foundation which focuses on educational 
initiatives, operational standards and industry collaboration 
and research to advance fraternal foundations.  Dan was 
hired as the first full-time Director in March 2012 and has 
since grown the foundation in net assets as well as educational 
offerings.  This past August, NICF’s flagship educational 
program, the Foundations Seminar reached record attendance 
with 322 professional / volunteer participants.  

A picture from the event is included and show’s from Left 
to Right NIC and NICF staff, Andy Huston (Sigma Alpha 
Mu), Dan Hartmann (Lambda Chi Alpha) & Pete Smithhisler 
(Lambda Chi Alpha).

 
John Holmes 
(2009-2010)
John married his wife Carolyn in April of 2013 and has moved 
to Louisville, KY.   He has recently started two companies, 
one that provides IV Sedation for dental offices throughout 
Kentucky, and another, called Recovery (and The Recovery 
Bus), which provides IV Hydration for those who are 
dehydrated and/or hungover.



Derek Abrams 
(2008-2010)
Derek got married June 29th in Conway, AR to Kate Morgan 
Abrams. Former staff members Patrick Voldness (2008-2010), 
Aiden Mette (2008-2009) and Kyle Shultz (2008-2009) were 
among the groomsmen.

Derek also recently took a new position at work. He has been 
working for Lockheed Martin at Little Rock Air Force Base 
since 2012 and got promoted in September 2013.

2010’s
Matthew Schultz 
(2009-2011)
Matthew got married on July 6, 2013. He is currently seeking 
employment.  

Travis Smith 
(2009-2013)
Travis Smith recently left the Lambda Chi Alpha Educational 
Foundation for a position with the Indiana University 
Foundation as an Associate Director of Regional Advancement. 
He currently resides in Louisville, KY with his wife Heather. 

Editor’s Note: See more details about Travis’s new job and his 
time on staff in the October edition of the Cross & Crescent.

Vince Cain 
(2010-2011)
Cain is now a Practice Development Representative for MD2U 
out of Louisville, KY where he is building House Call practices 
in Charlotte, Nashville, Baton Rouge and Lafayette, LA. He’s 
been with MD2U since August 2012 and started this role this 
past June.

In more exciting news, he is in the process of opening his 
own brewery/taproom in Louisville called Great Flood 
Brewing Company (@greatfloodbeer). The building is under 
construction and will be opening in the first quarter of 2014. 

Editor’s Note: Many current staff members are looking forward 
to traveling down to Louisville to enjoy some hops. 

Traveler Updates

Do you know anyone who 
would make a good Traveler?

Cool image

-generic ELC

The General Fraternity is currently accepting 
applications for the next generation of 
Educational Leadership Consultants.

Please direct worthy applicants to send an email to 

Matt Roy, Associate Director of Chapter Services

MRoy@lambdachi.org



Feature Update - GEorge Spasyk’s Birthday

Spasyk Turns 90
On August 5, friends gathered to celebrate George Spasyk’s 90th birthday. 

On Monday, August 5, current and former staff, interfraternal colleagues and dear friends converged at George Spasyk’s house to celebrate his 
90th birthday. His birthday was complete with a birthday cake, potluck, and much fellowship. George’s 90th birthday was held at the house 
he has owned for over 35 years and has been the place of many memories including Indy500 parties and staff functions.

Current Staff

• Bill Farkas - Chief Executive Officer

• Mark Bauer - President & CEO, Educational Foundation

• Nick Zuniga - Director of Chapter Services

• Tad Lichtenauer - Director of Communications/IT

• Michele James - Director of Business Affairs

• Anne Everhart - Administrative Assistant

• Deborah Vargo - General Counsel

• Joe Citro - Special Advisor to the Chief Executive Officer

• Matthew Roy - Associate Director of Chapter Services

• Tina Waldrop-Barnett - Operations Coordinator

• George Taylor - Associate Director of Alumni 

Involvement

• Marcus Kelley - Associate Director of Education

• Justin Fisher - Associate Director of Harm Reduction



Editor’s Note: I thought this was a necessary article to include 
in the Traveler. We are all connected- present and former staff 
members- and as such it’s important to value the lives of those 
who have been in our same positions. 

***

On Tuesday, July 30, 2013, Lambda Chi Alpha lost a member 
of the Professional Staff and a brother who was near and dear 
to the Fraternity. Joseph Chavez, 24, died unexpectedly from 
complications related to a seizure. Though Chavez’s death was 
untimely and bitterly unfortunate, the memories he instilled 
upon those around him and the legacy he left through his work 
with Lambda Chi Alpha will always be remembered. 

Chavez was a man who truly exemplified what it meant to be a 

brother in Lambda Chi Alpha. The values and lessons that are 
taught through Lambda Chi Alpha’s ritual and teachings were 
actions that Chavez lived each day. He lived up to the words 
we recite in our creed: 

We believe in Lambda Chi Alpha, and its traditions, principles, and 
ideals. The crescent is our symbol — pure, high, ever growing;
In the five years since Chavez was first initiated into Lambda 
Chi Alpha he quickly developed himself through the Fraternity. 
As an undergraduate at the Sigma-Beta chapter of St. Mary’s 
University in San Antonio, Texas, Chavez served as the ritualist 
and treasurer. After graduating, Chavez joined the Lambda 
Chi Alpha Professional Staff as an Educational Leadership 
Consultant. In this role he traveled to chapters in the 

After an unexpected death on July 30, we remember Professional Staff member and close friend Joseph Chavez. 

The Light of Lambda Chi Alpha:  
Remembering Joseph Chavez

Feature Update -Joseph Chavez Obituary



Peninsula, Gulf Coast and Great South regions, working with 
undergraduate and alumni officers to strengthen their chapters. 
He had a knack for connecting with those around him and 
teaching about Lambda Chi Alpha’s traditions, principles, and 
ideals. Personally and professionally, it was a pleasure to witness 
Chavez’s crescent growing as he was involved with Lambda Chi 
Alpha. 

and the cross is our guide — denoting service, sacrifice, and even 
suffering and humiliation before the world, bravely endured if need 
be, in following that ideal.
Toward the end of Chavez’s first year on staff he suffered an 
epileptic seizure while on vacation. This twist of fate would 
take Chavez off the road and back to El Paso. Despite this 
setback, Chavez continued to contribute to the Fraternity 
by becoming a Master Steward and helping brothers in the 
Gulf Coast region. As an alumnus volunteer, Chavez attended 
Steward Summit and General Assembly. He would not let this 
unfair circumstance control his life. Chavez was determined to 
still be a central part of Lambda Chi Alpha. 

May we have faith in Lambda Chi Alpha and passion for its welfare. 
May we have hope for the future of Lambda Chi Alpha and strength 
to fight for its teachings.
Chavez received his chance to rejoin the Lambda Chi Alpha 
Professional Staff last spring when the position of Educational 
Programming Coordinator opened up. After arriving in 
Indianapolis and once again working at the place he loved, 
Chavez’s words to CEO Bill Farkas were: “I just felt I had 
unfinished business here.” 

One quality that set Chavez apart was his strong commitment 
to the betterment of Lambda Chi Alpha. During his life he 
was a very passionate Lambda Chi who loved facilitating 
educational programming to alumni and undergraduates 
and working with chapters to implement the Inner Circle, 
a program that aids in the maturation of undergraduates. 
During his second term on staff, Chavez assisted in enhancing 
the educational programming of Lambda Chi Alpha. Chavez’s 
passion for his work enabled him to make a difference in the 
lives of thousands of brothers. 

May we have pure hearts, that we may approach the ideal of 
perfect brotherly love.
Chavez’s legacy will live on with Lambda Chi Alpha. 

For the undergraduates he met while working on staff and 
volunteering as a Master Steward, they will remember Chavez 
for the lessons he bestowed upon countless chapters and his 
ability to relate to others around him. For the alumni volunteers 
who worked with him over the last two years, they will 
remember his friendship to Lambda Chi brothers of all ages, 
his leadership among his peers, and his clear understanding of 
the varying components of the Fraternity. 

For the Professional Staff and friends he worked with, we will 
always remember his words of advice, his sassy jokes and the 
many memories we had with him. He was serious when he 
needed to be; insightful when asked about something; and 
always open-minded when a brother needed to talk with him. 

Chavez’s presence was also very apparent at this year’s Stead 
Leadership Seminar. He assisted Marcus Kelley, Associate 
Director of Education, in successfully implementing all 
educational programming to the undergraduates who attended 
the annual conference. He strengthened his relationships 
with the alumni volunteers and undergraduates during the 
conference. 

One of the last memories that the Professional Staff as a whole 
shared with Joseph Chavez was at Stead Leadership Seminar. 
Following the final banquet on Saturday night, the Professional 
Staff met for a debrief meeting to discuss the conference. As we 
sat around and discussed the highs and lows of the conference, 
Chavez decided to lie down in the middle of the floor, as if the 
previous days had drained him of every ounce of energy. The 
staff decided to pour a box of hundreds of packing peanuts over 
him. Chavez’s reaction was a simple groan as if he didn’t care. It 
was moments like these that Chavez could light up a room and 
make everyone laugh. 

Between each person who met or worked with Chavez through 
Lambda Chi Alpha, the universal trait that comes to mind 
was his constant display of perfect brotherly love. Through his 
infectious smile, his vibrancy of life, his tremendously positive 

Feature Update -Joseph Chavez Obituary



Chavez Memorial Endowment

The Lambda Chi Alpha Educational Foundation board of directors has 
designated $30,000 of currently unrestricted assets to create the Joseph 
Chavez (St. Mary’s 2011) Memorial Endowment.

The specific use and recipients of these funds will be identified by the 
Foundation staff, but will generally be used to assist undergraduate 
brothers with funds to attend Fraternity leadership and educational training 
programs.

We believe this is one of many ways to memorialize the life of Brother 
Chavez.

attitude, he brought light everywhere he went. There is solace 
in these memories. 

This is Chavez’s story through the eyes of Lambda Chi Alpha 
Professional Staff. There are other stories, from Chavez’s family 
and friends in El Paso to his chapter brothers at St. Mary’s. 
Everywhere he went he touched the lives of those around him. 

We will miss you Joseph Chavez but your light will burn on in 
Lambda Chi Alpha. 

Current Staff (Continued)

Feature Update -Joseph Chavez Obituary

• Ryan Haboush - Compliance Manager 

• Andrew Talevich - Associate Director of Communications   

• Sandy Meers - Associate Director of Management Inf Sys

• Dave Atwood - Director of Communications/IT

• Nikki Ziegenfuss - Database Manager / OP & MyLCA 

Support

• Scott Ziegenfuss - Accounts Payable Manager

• James Ratliff III - Accounts Receivable Manager

• Gary Woodrum - Staff Accountant 

• Charlie DeMaio - Vice President for Development

• Joe Hammer - Vice President of Alumni Relations and 

Annual Support

• Kelli Ayres - Donor Relations Assistant 

• Teresa Carlson - Annual Fund Director

• Brad Hawse - Foundation Development Officer

• Michael DeCourcy - Expansion Manager

• Jon Moss - Expansion Manager

• Erik Silvola - Expansion Manager

• Joel Weyrauch - Senior Educational Leadership 

Consultant



Do You Have An Entertaining Story From The Road? 
Submit It To ATALEVICH@LAMBDACHI.ORG.  The Best Will Be 

Featured In The Next Issue Of 

Feature Update- New Staff

Fraternity and Foundation 
Add Experience to Team

Joe Hammer and Charlie DeMaio hired on to Educational Foundation; Deb Vargo joins as General Counsel.

Three qualified and experienced employees have been added to 
the Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity and Educational Foundation 
staffs. Two of the new employees of the Educational Foundation- 
Joe Hammer and Charlie DeMaio- are returning staff members 
to Lambda Chi Alpha. The third employee, Deb Vargo, was 
hired as the Fraternity’s General Counsel.

Charlie DeMaio - Vice President for 
Development, Educational Foundation

Charlie rejoined staff as the Vice President for Development 
of the Lambda Chi Alpha Educational Foundation during the 
summer. In this position, Charlie assists in the final efforts of 
the Investing in Future Leaders Campaign, one of the largest 

ever taken within the fraternity and sorority community. 

Charlie has previously worked as the Executive Director of 
Alumni Affairs at Indiana State University. He also has over 32 
years of experience in business, serving as vice president for two 
large companies and 35 years as a volunteer and fundraiser for 
his Alma Mater, Indiana State University. He is very excited to 
have returned to Lambda Chi Alpha. 

“We all reach a point in our lives where we know who we are 
and what we’re meant to do. Who I am is the values of Lambda 
Chi Alpha and what I do working for the Foundation is where 
I’ve always belonged,” Charlie said. 

When Charlie is not working, he enjoys spending time with 
his wife of 38 years, Carol. He also enjoys international travel, 
reading, and skeet shooting. 

Charlie DeMaio Joe Hammer Deb Vargo



• Christopher Buck - Educational Leadership Consultant

• Justin Friend - Educational Leadership Consultant

• Joshua Gamse - Educational Leadership Consultant

• Keith Hamman - Educational Leadership Consultant

• Allen Horton - Educational Leadership Consultant

• Anthony Linder - Educational Leadership Consultant

• Michael Rosenberg, Educational Leadership Consultant

Current Staff (Continued)

Joe Hammer – Vice President of Alumni 
Relations and Annual Support, Educational 
Foundation

Joe started on the Lambda Chi Alpha staff in the summer of 
1979 as a chapter consultant. He later became the Director of 
Alumni Affairs and Conference Coordinator through August 
of 1984. After his initial time on staff, Joe worked in a couple 
of marketing positions in Indianapolis before moving to New 
York City in 1987. In New York, Joe worked at a firm that 
specialized in large fundraising events with a concentration in 
in the disease foundation market, in addition to some colleges, 
universities, and museums. Joe returned to Indianapolis with 
his partner and two daughters in 2008. Joe served as the 
Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations for Conner 
Prairies Museum, Inc. before rejoining Lambda Chi Alpha’s 
Professional Staff.

As the Vice President of Alumni Relations and Annual Support 
for the Lambda Chi Alpha Educational Foundation Joe’s 
current duties will be to further develop and implement the 
alumni/collegian mentoring program, as well as supporting the 
annual giving efforts of the Foundation. 

“I find the aspirations and goals of the Foundation to be 
extremely intriguing,” Joe said. “From the outset it was 
apparent that this would be a new job with new challenges, and 
the opportunity to contribute to a significant organization in a 
meaningful way. I’m pleased, honored and excited to be back.”

Outside of Lambda Chi Alpha, Joe has a deep love of music, 
primarily pipe organ and church choral music. As a homeowner 
to a house that is more than 50 years old, Joe and his partner 
often find themselves continually working on their property. 

Deb Vargo – General Counsel

Effective August 6, 2013, Deb joined Lambda Chi Alpha 
Fraternity’s professional staff as general counsel and executive 
team member. Previously, Deb served as vice president and 
associate general counsel for Western & Southern Financial 
Group (W&SFG) based in Cincinnati until her retirement in 
2012.

In her new position Deb’s primary duties include serving 
as the chief liaison to the James R. Favor Insurance Agency, 
overseeing the fraternity’s claims and litigation, and as the 
person most knowledgeable in depositions. She also will be in 
charge of reviewing university relationship statements, surveys, 
contracts, and North-American Interfraternity Conference 
documents, as well as membership eligibility issues as needed, 
and overseeing all legal issues related to Lambda Chi Alpha 
trademarks and vendor licensing.

Deb is an alumna member of the Sigma chapter of Theta Phi 
Alpha Sorority where, as an undergraduate, she served as the 
chapter president and as president of the University of Akron 
chapter of Rho Lambda, a national sorority honorary. As an 
alumna member she served as chairman of the chapter’s board 
of directors in addition to serving as a board member of the 
House Corporation. She also served as the vice president of the 
sorority’s Akron Area Alumnae Association. On the national 
level, Vargo was chosen as a chapter consultant, chairman of 
Constitution and Bylaws, and parliamentarian.

Deb is also the wife of former staff member, Ernie Vargo (1985-
1992)

Feature Update- New Staff



From the Road - ELC Justin Friend

The ELC Adventure
First year Educational Leadership Consultant Justin Friend 

(Ball State 2013) shares his stories from the road. 

Adventure. This is what I would label my experience as 
an Educational Leadership Consultant for Lambda Chi 
Alpha. I had no idea that I would never repeat a day’s routine 
twice. I never know who I’m going to meet or who is going 
to email. I don’t know where my GPS is going to take me 
or what crazy dishes I will consume to make my body hate 
me. This is the perfect bachelor’s job after college, as I get to 
travel all around the country and be a resource for various 
college undergraduate brothers. All of it is an adventure and 
I would also say it comes with more hard work than I could 
have ever imagined. Going through a healthy Consultant 
Development Program (consultant training), I thought I was 
prepared to handle any task and make this job just another 
item I would excel at. I was wrong. I think someone could 
go through all the training available and it still wouldn’t 
scratch the surface of what one would encounter. Sometimes 
it is very tough, but I try to remember that I am lucky. If 
I give my all I can actually make a difference in the lives 
of my fellow brothers. It is evident that we leave legacies 
whereever we visit. At every chapter visit there would be a 
brother mention former staff names, I never knew existed. 
So, for all the past employees of 8741, you are still being 
brought up, as you not only touched the lives of these 
brothers, but left a legacy. I only hope that equipped with 
Ritual and my fond knowledge of Lambda Chi Alpha, I 
can join the legacy ranks of those who came before me. 

Friend talking with chapter members 
during an opening meeting

Friend (left center) with undergraduates 
and CEO Bill Farkas (left)

Friend on a hike in Maine with the 
undergraduates from Beta Zeta

Craziest thing I have done: Climbed “Mount Chic Hill” 
in Maine with Beta Zeta (I almost died)
Preferred Hotel Choice: Best Western (Platinum Member 
equals super late checkout)
Preferred place to eat: Five Guys/Chipotle
Favorite city I’ve been to so far: Philadelphia
Officer I love to meet with: High Epsilon (They just spill 
everything)
One thing I would change: Take Toll Roads out of the 
Northeast
Favorite part of the job: Sharing stories with other 
consultants
Things that I wasn’t prepared for: Fraternity house 
showers, they are like a scene out of a Hitchcock movie. 
Items I collect on the road: I take pictures of every chapter 
and items that will go in my scrap book. (Yep, I’m a scrap 
booker.) 
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