
Se
pt

em
be

r 
20

13
 .  

Is
su

e 
06



Cross & Crescent September 201311www.lambdachi.org/cross-crescent

FEATURE

On Tuesday, July 30, 2013, Lambda Chi Alpha lost a 
member of the Professional Staff and a brother who 
was near and dear to the Fraternity. Joseph Chavez, 
24, died unexpectedly from complications related to a 
seizure. Though Chavez’s death was untimely and bitterly 
unfortunate, the memories he instilled upon those around 
him and the legacy he left through his work with Lambda 
Chi Alpha will always be remembered.

Chavez was a man who truly exemplified what it meant to 
be a brother in Lambda Chi Alpha. The values and lessons 
that are taught through Lambda Chi Alpha’s ritual and 
teachings were actions that Chavez lived each day. He lived 
up to the words we recite in our creed

We believe in Lambda Chi Alpha, and 
its traditions, principles, and ideals. The 
crescent is our symbol — pure, high, ever 
growing;

In the five years since Chavez was first initiated into Lambda 
Chi Alpha he quickly developed himself through the 
Fraternity. As an undergraduate at the Sigma-Beta chapter of 
St. Mary’s University in San Antonio, Texas, Chavez served 
as the ritualist and treasurer. After graduating, Chavez joined 
the Lambda Chi Alpha Professional Staff as an Educational 
Leadership Consultant. In this role he traveled to chapters in 
the Peninsula, Gulf Coast and Great South regions, working 

After an unexpected death on July 30, we remember Professional Staff member and close friend Joseph Chavez. 

By Andrew Talevich (Washington State)

The Light of Lambda Chi Alpha: Remembering Joseph Chavez



Cross & Crescent September 201312www.lambdachi.org/cross-crescent

FEATURE

with undergraduate and alumni officers to strengthen their 
chapters. He had a knack for connecting with those around 
him and teaching about Lambda Chi Alpha’s traditions, 
principles, and ideals. Personally and professionally, it was 
a pleasure to witness Chavez’s crescent growing as he was 
involved with Lambda Chi Alpha.

and the cross is our guide — denoting 
service, sacrifice, and even suffering and 
humiliation before the world, bravely 
endured if need be, in following that ideal.

Toward the end of Chavez’s first year on staff he suffered an 
epileptic seizure while on vacation. This twist of fate would 
take Chavez off the road and back to El Paso. Despite this 
setback, Chavez continued to contribute to the Fraternity 
by becoming a Master Steward and helping brothers in 
the Gulf Coast region. As an alumnus volunteer, Chavez 
attended Steward Summit and General Assembly. He would 
not let this unfair circumstance control his life. Chavez was 
determined to still be a central part of Lambda Chi Alpha.

May we have faith in Lambda Chi Alpha 
and passion for its welfare. May we have 
hope for the future of Lambda Chi Alpha 
and strength to fight for its teachings.

Chavez received his chance to rejoin the Lambda Chi 
Alpha Professional Staff last spring when the position of 
Educational Programming Coordinator opened up. After 
arriving in Indianapolis and once again working at the place 
he loved, Chavez’s words to CEO Bill Farkas were: “I just 
felt I had unfinished business here.”

One quality that set Chavez apart was his strong 
commitment to the betterment of Lambda Chi Alpha. 
During his life he was a very passionate Lambda Chi who 
loved facilitating educational programming to alumni and 
undergraduates and working with chapters to implement 
the Inner Circle, a program that aids in the maturation of 
undergraduates. During his second term on staff, Chavez 
assisted in enhancing the educational programming of 
Lambda Chi Alpha. Chavez’s passion for his work enabled 
him to make a difference in the lives of thousands of 
brothers.

May we have pure hearts, that we may 
approach the ideal of perfect brotherly 
love.

Chavez’s legacy will live on with Lambda Chi Alpha.

For the undergraduates he met while working on staff 
and volunteering as a Master Steward, they will remember 
Chavez for the lessons he bestowed upon countless chapters 
and his ability to relate to others around him. For the 
alumni volunteers who worked with him over the last two 
years, they will remember his friendship to Lambda Chi 
brothers of all ages, his leadership among his peers, and 
his clear understanding of the varying components of the 
Fraternity.

For the Professional Staff and friends he worked with, 
we will always remember his words of advice, his sassy 
jokes and the many memories we had with him. He was 
serious when he needed to be; insightful when asked about 
something; and always open-minded when a brother needed 
to talk with him.
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Chavez’s presence was also very apparent at this year’s Stead 
Leadership Seminar. He assisted Marcus Kelley, Associate 
Director of Education, in successfully implementing 
all educational programming to the undergraduates 
who attended the annual conference. He strengthened 
his relationships with the alumni volunteers and 
undergraduates during the conference.

One of the last memories that the Professional Staff as a 
whole shared with Joseph Chavez was at Stead Leadership 
Seminar. Following the final banquet on Saturday night, 
the Professional Staff met for a debrief meeting to discuss 
the conference. As we sat around and discussed the highs 
and lows of the conference, Chavez decided to lie down in 
the middle of the floor, as if the previous days had drained 
him of every ounce of energy. The staff decided to pour 
a box of hundreds of packing peanuts over him. Chavez’s 
reaction was a simple groan as if he didn’t care. It was 
moments like these that Chavez could light up a room and 
make everyone laugh.

Between each person who met or worked with Chavez 
through Lambda Chi Alpha, the universal trait that comes 
to mind was his constant display of perfect brotherly love. 
Through his infectious smile, his vibrancy of life, his 
tremendously positive attitude, he brought light everywhere 
he went. There is solace in these memories.

This is Chavez’s story through the eyes of Lambda Chi 
Alpha Professional Staff. There are other stories, from 
Chavez’s family and friends in El Paso to his chapter 
brothers at St. Mary’s. Everywhere he went he touched the 
lives of those around him.

We will miss you Joseph Chavez but your light will burn on 
in Lambda Chi Alpha. 

Chavez Memorial Endowment

The Lambda Chi Alpha Educational Foundation board of directors 
has designated $30,000 of currently unrestricted assets to create the 
Joseph Chavez (St. Mary’s 2011) Memorial Endowment.

The specific use and recipients of these funds will be identified by the 
Foundation staff, but will generally be used to assist undergraduate 
brothers with funds to attend Fraternity leadership and educational 
training programs.

We believe this is one of many ways to memorialize the life of Brother 
Chavez.




