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SPAN 4315 / 5315:  Cine contemporáneo de Latinoamérica y Latino/aUSA  
 

Required Texts – all available digitally 
 

 Zavala, Lauro. Elementos del discurso cinematográfico.  2003 
 

 Other readings will be assigned and these will be posted on D2L in pdf format. 
 

Recommended Texts 
 

 Corrigan, Timothy. A Short guide to Writing about Film. (the 5th edition is on reserve at the library) 
 

 A Spanish-English dictionary as well as a Spanish language dictionary (e.g. Larousse, Harper 

Collins and VOX) are recommended, but see D2L for ONLINE options. 

 

Course Description and Objectives with Department Outcomes 
The topic of this course, Contemporary Latin American and US Latino/a Film, presents a particular 

challenge to students and instructors alike.  Amongst the many hurdles is one of how to approach this 

very broad topic.  Film is a “hot medium” in that its history dates back just a little more than a century 

and the fact that our gaze will be directed toward film produced in the Americas is one way of limiting the 

exponentially growing production of cinema.  Looking at the history of film in Latin America we see a 

general trend that moves from centralized productions that were intimately tied to nationalistic projects 

to de-centralized productions that have diversified the aesthetic horizon of expectations for views the 

world over.  In order to address our concerns, likes, and needs I have limited our analytical scope to just a 

few films with the intention of allowing you to explore many facets of Latin American and US Latino/a 

cinema in a systematic fashion.  Additionally, this course has been conceived with its own aesthetical 

element.  That is, the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures was awarded grant monies to 

bring a movie director to Marquette University.  This semester we anticipate collaboration with one, but 

hopefully two Spanish-Speaking Film Directors.  All students will be working throughout the semester on 

film projects with which these directors can provide some guidance.  Following are the course objectives 

with department outcomes: 
 

1. This course is taught in Spanish and all your assignments will be completed in the target 

language.  It is a department wide learning outcome that the student will demonstrate proficiency 

in the target language and your work will be assessed accordingly.   
 

2. By the end of the semester, students will interpret contemporary Latin American and US Latino/a 
films using concepts of cultural theory.  This will be accomplished in exams as well as in written 

work. (Spanish majors and minors) 
 

3. By the end of the semester, students will analyze the cultures of Latin American and Latino/a 
USA as they compare to other cultures including their own.  In addition to written analyses of 

film, this will be accomplished with the film project and in our class discussions.  (Spanish majors 

and minors) 

 
 
 



**Please note that this class has a mix of undergraduate and graduate students.  I am confident 

that the dialogues, conversations, and debates can enhance the experience of all students, 

instructors, and guests.  Following are the department outcomes for graduate students in our 

program: 

  
1. By the end of the semester, students will explain practices, products, and perspectives of the 

Hispanic world as expressed through literary, visual, and linguistic phenomena. This will be 

accomplished through the viewings and discussions of the films in class. 

 

2. By the end of the semester, students will conduct research on film and film related topics drawing 
from (1) literary, cultural, and / or linguistic sources, and (2) major theoretical approaches.  This 

will be accomplished primarily through the research paper, annotated bibliography, and abstract.  

However, graduate students will act as lead consultants for the film projects. 

 
Evaluation - undergraduates 
 

Class participation……………...……………….15% 

Exam ……..……………………………………….20% 

Essays (3) ……………………………………….. 40% 

Film Project ….……………………………….… 25% 
 

Evaluation – graduate students 
 

Class participation……………...……………….10% 

Exam ……..……………………………………….25% 

Research Project….…………………………….. 35% 

Film Project ….……………………………….… 10% 

Presentation ……………………………………..20% 

 
 
Grading Scale 
 

A 100-95 

AB 94-90 

B 89-85 

BC 84-80  

C 79-75  

CD 74-70 

D 69-65  

F 64-0 

 

** There is NO EXTRA CREDIT offered in this class.  If you have concerns or if there will 

unavoidable absences from class, please let me know prior to missing class or within 48 hours of 

the missed class. ** 

Comments regarding student evaluation 
 

A. Class Participation / Attendance / Quizzes    
1.  You will be expected to have each day’s readings / viewings done by class time, so that we can 

discuss the above objectives rather than spend time summarizing.  It should be noted that class 

participation involves both VOLUNTARY and MANDATORY contributions and on behalf of the student.  

The class will be conducted in Spanish and you should make every possible attempt to communicate in 

the target language.  Note that if you are absent from class, your class participation grade will be lower. 
 

 2. In order to earn a good participation grade, you must voluntarily participate in both group 
discussions and class discussions.  Marquette University and the College of Arts and Sciences clearly state 

that FOUR absences for any reason other than legal obligation or University sanctioned activities are 

considered excessive.  In addition to a WA grade warning letter, each subsequent absence will result in the 
reduction of your grade by ½ letter grade.  Thus, if you have 5 unexcused absences during the semester 

and your grades earn you a “B,” your final grade will be reported as a “BC”.  After your FIFTH absence 
you will be assigned a WA grade (withdraw due to absence).  I adhere to the policies set out in the 
following documents:  

http://bulletin.marquette.edu/undergrad/academicregulations/#attendancepolicy 
http://www.marquette.edu/as/documents/FGTCP2011_2012.pdf  

http://bulletin.marquette.edu/undergrad/academicregulations/#attendancepolicy
http://www.marquette.edu/as/documents/FGTCP2011_2012.pdf


 
 

 

 

 
B.  Exam 

 There will be only one exam in this class.  For undergraduates, the exam will cover the film 

history, film terminology, and the fundamentals of film analysis covered in the semester. 

 

 For graduate students, the exam will cover supplementary readings as well as the application of 

the fundamentals of film analysis.   

 

C. Essays 

1. Undergraduates: You will be composing three essays over the course of the semester.  The 

first is una reseña (one page, 10% of final grade) that will present one of the obligatory 

films to a broad audience.  The second is una reseña crítica (two pages, 10% of the final 

grade) and will critique the form and/or content of two films for an audience familiar with 

Latin America and Latin American film.  The final composition is una reseña analítica o 
teórica (four pages writing, one page works cited, 20% of final grade) and will be written for 

an audience that is familiar with film history, film / cultural analysis, etc..  More details on 

D2L. 

 

2. Graduates: You will be turning in one analytical paper at the end of the semester (eight to 

ten pages, 20% of final grade).  However, earlier in the semester, I will ask that you turn in 

an annotated bibliography (10-20 entries in MLA Style, 10% of final grade) that will mark 

your progress toward the final paper.  Finally I will ask that you submit a 250 word 

abstract near the end of the semester (5% of your grade).  This abstract is common practice 

for presenting papers at academic conferences.  More details on D2L. 

 

D. Film Project  

1. Undergraduates: During the first weeks of the semester you will read short stories and 

poetry by Latin American writers of the last 100 years, select one, and work in a small 

team to produce a short film (4-10 minutes) based on the reading.  The project will be 

carried out in phases specified on the “temario diario” and in accordance with the visit by 

the Spanish-speaking directors to Milwaukee.  You will receive instructions relevant for 

accomplishing each phase.  Some phases will be graded and the total film project will 

comprise 25% of your final grade. (Finished product = 20%, presentation “E. 1” = 5%) 

 

2. Graduates: Each graduate student will select one of the short stories or poetry mentioned 

in #1 and will serve the undergraduate team as their “lead consultant.”  Your work is to 

assist with the comprehension of the short story and this includes relevant interpretations 

of these stories.  You are NOT responsible for any parts of the production of the film 

(though you are welcomed to participate) other than comprehension of the primary text.  

Your contribution should be brief (but written) and will comprise 10% of your final grade. 

 
E. Presentations        

1. Undergraduates: As part of your film project, your team will deliver a presentation explaining the 

treatment of the primary text (including its genre, characters, etc.), the idea for their film, as well 

as any contributions by invited film directors, graduate students, and/or the professor.  The class 

will evaluate your project, make suggestions, and receive a participation grade.  This presentation 

will comprise 5 out of the 25% in D.1 (Film project) 

 

2. Graduates: In presentations to the class that are not directly related to the Film Projects, each 

student will briefly discuss an element of film / cultural analysis.  It is necessary to use at least one 



of the obligatory films.  Additionally, you will be graded on your use of terminology and theory, 

your comprehension of the primary and secondary sources, and the technical aspects of your 

presentation (clarity, accuracy, and creativity of the media that you choose to use to deliver your 

message).  The presentation is 20% of your final grade. 

 

Films 
A. Required films: 

 

María Novaro (dir.) Danzón, 1991 (dvd) 

Luis Valdez (dir.), Zoot Suit, 1981 (vhs / dvd) 

Tomás Gutiérrez Alea y Juan Carlos Tabio (dirs.) Fresa y chocolate, 1994 (vhs) 

María Luisa Bemberg (dir.) Camila, 1986, (dvd) 

Fernando Meirelles y Kátia Lund, (dirs.) Cidade de Deus, 2001 (dvd) 

Alejandro González Iñárritu (dir.) Amores Perros, 2000 (dvd) 

Vicky Funari y Sergio de la Torre (dirs.), Maquilapolis, 2006 (dvd) 

Guillermo Gómez-Peña y otros, Etno-techno: los videograffitis Volume 1, 2004 (selections 

from dvd?) 

 

B. Additional films: 

 

 María Luisa Bemberg (dir.) Yo, la peor de todas, 1990 (dvd)  

Gregory Nava (dir.) El norte , 1983 (vhs) / 2005 (dvd) 

Leon Ichaso (dir.) Azúcar Amarga, 1996 (dvd) 

Marcel Camus (dir.) Orfeu Negro, 1959 (vhs) 

Alfonso Arau (dir.) Como Agua Para Chocolate, 1993 (dvd) 

Tomás Gutiérrez Alea (dir.) Guantanamera, 1995 (dvd) 

 Alfonso Cuarón (dir.) Y tú mamá también 2001 (dvd) 

(more to be posted on D2L) 

 

Classroom Etiquette 
 

1.   We should come to class every day the class meets and to that end I will take attendance. 

2.   We should do the assigned reading / viewing before coming to class. 

3.   We should bring the assigned text to class and be willing to read passages out loud from the 

text. 

 

4. We should follow rules of common courtesy such as arriving on time to class, waiting until the 

end of the class period to leave, respectfully listening to one another, turning off electronic 

devices such as cell phones and music devices.  Furthermore, come to class to participate and 

challenge the professor and your fellow students.  It is disrespectful to prepare for other 

classes during our classtime.  Failure to comply with this will result in deductions from your 

class participation grades. 

 



5. We should practice writing polite, professional and well-worded e-mail messages in Spanish.  

I will respond to email messages once a day and, thus, you can expect an answer between 24 

and 48 hours after you send an email.  No class summaries will be available via email.  

Following are some standard styles for email messaging (as adopted from Dr. Afinoguénova): 

 

Begin your messages with: 

“Estimado Dr. Meyler:” (formal)  

“Buenos días / Buenas tardes etc. Dr. Meyler:” (neutral) 

“Hola, professor: / Hola, Jason: ” (very informal, but polite) 

  

In the main body of the text, summarize your question, concern or information.   

  

End you message with: 

  “Atentamente,” (neutral, professional) 

  “Muy atentamente,” (neutral, professional) 

  “Esperando su grata respuesta, le saluda atentamente,” (very formal) 

  “Quedo a la espera de sus noticias,” (use especially if your message contains a  

  question or a request – rather formal) 

“Cordialmente,” (professional, but friendly) 

“Un saludo,” (neutral, friendly) 

“Un abrazo,” (friendly and only if you know the person well). 

  

Then, sign your name.   

  

 If you would like to add additional information or lines to your message, you can write 

“PD” o “Pdta.” after your signature and then add the comments. 

  

Academic Honesty and Dishonesty 
 
In this course it is expected that you will be the sole creator of your work.  To those ends 

academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and can result in either a “0” for the assignment or in 

more severe cases for the course.  Academic dishonesty includes plagiarism (copying from the 

internet or someone else's ideas and/or words without proper citation) and cheating on 

examinations. You will find that the Department, the College of Arts and Sciences and 

Marquette University are inflexible on this issue and you will be subject to disciplinary action in 

accordance University policies.  See the following site for details:   

 

http://www.marquette.edu/rc/academichonesty.shtml 

 
Desire 2 Learn (D2L) 

 
This class will use the D2L instructional site frequently throughout the semester for a variety of 

applications.  Minimally, I will include daily assignments, helpful web links and discussion 

topics that should be used to complement the classroom learning experience.    Additionally, I 



plan to post helpful hints and topic suggestions for both the papers and the presentations.  

Please feel free to contact me with suggestions or errors on our D2L site. 

 

ARES 
This class will have a number of readings available on D2L, but films that Marquette owns will 

be available through the ARES course reserve system.  Our class password is “cinelatam.” 

 


