
Marquette University 

Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures 

SPN 4400: US Latino/a Literature Class Syllabus 
 

Professor: Dr. Jason Meyler     Office: 492 Lalumiere Hall 

Email: jason.meyler@marquette.edu   Phone: 288-6835 

Office Hours: M/W / F from 11-12pm and by appointment  
 

Required Texts 
 En otra voz: Antología de la literatura hispana de los EEUU. Nicolás Kanellos, ed. 

 …y no se lo tragó la tierra by Tomás Rivera (Spanish edition) 

 The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

 Codex Espangliensis: From Columbus to the Border Patrol by Felicia Rice, Enrique Chagoya y Guillermo 

Gómez-Peña 

 There are reserve materials that will be available throughout the semester on D2L 
 

Short Course Description 
 

In this Klinger College of Arts and Sciences *Diverse Cultures* course we will study Latino/a literature and 
culture through readings, screenings and other multimedia sources (such as music and the Internet).  Our goal is to 
use literary and cultural theory to understand the paradox inherent in US Latina/o culture.  That is, while Latino/a 
culture is increasingly diverse in terms of its contributors, the culture also reveals similar experiences within itself 
and in comparison to US American life.  We will accomplish this through close readings and class discussions of 
numerous topics including, but not limited to: migration, language, the body, gender roles, sexual orientation, 
religion and identity politics in authors and artists including, but not limited to: Rudolfo Anaya, Sandra Cisneros, 
Cristina García, Junot Díaz, José Martí, Gustavo Pérez-Firmat, Dolores Prida, Tomás Rivera, Guillermo Gómez-
Peña, and Richard Rodriguez.  There will be texts and movies in English, Spanish and mixtures of the two.   Finally 
I would like to note that even though all class discussions and work will be done in Spanish, there will be texts in 
Spanish, English and mixtures of the two.    
 

Course Objectives 
 

1. At the completion of the semester, the student will be able to identify similarities and differences between the 
numerous US Latino/a cultures (primarily of the 20th century).  This will be accomplished by comparing the varied 
facets of communication, values, practices and beliefs that represent US Latino/a cultures as well as the student’s 
own cultures.  For example, not only we will look at artistic communication in terms of medium (narrative to 
poetry to performance art), but also in terms of language.  During daily class discussions, on quizzes, tests, formal 
presentations and term papers, students will be asked to discern how and why US Latino/a artists express the 
cultural values and beliefs the way they do.  Sample activities include: establishing the similarities and differences of 
identifying oneself as an American, Latino/a, Chicano/a , Hispanic, Mexican-American, Cuban-American, etc.; contrasting 

how the international politics of the United States have diversely influenced the Chicano author Tomás Rivera, the 
Cuban-American playwright Dolores Prida and the Dominican-American writer Junot Díaz when it comes to their 
respective subject matters; and comparing the usage of English, Spanish and/or Spanglish in the essayist Ilan 
Stavans, the novelist Cristina García and the performance artist Guillermo Gómez-Peña. 

  

2. By the end of the semester, the student will be able to discuss categories of human diversity such as race, gender, 
sexual orientation, ethnicity and disability in an already heterogeneous US Latino/a culture. This will primarily be 
accomplished in class discussions and a research paper.  As we discuss how numerous Latin American origins have 
made US Latinos/as an already diverse category of persons, we will further complicate the issue of diversity by 
comparing and contrasting how language and economic barriers have changed personal identities (e.g. in Sandra 
Cisneros and Tomás Rivera), how sexual orientation has ostracized some within their culture (e.g. Gloría 
Anzáldua) and how institutional practices such as santería and monolingual education in English have diversified, 
for better or for worse, an already diverse US Latino/a community.  Revel in the complexity. 
 

3. By the end of the semester, the student will be able to approach US Latino/a culture not only through the works 
of US Latino/a artists, but also through the questioning of their own cultural knowledge and presuppositions.  



Through daily class discussions and especially in class presentations, students will compare and contrast the varied 
subject matter with their own knowledge and experience.  Sample activities might include comparing “Hunger of 
Memory: The Education of Richard Rodriguez” with a student’s own educational experience; contrasting forced 
political exile (e.g. in the case of the Cuban José Martí) and voluntary economic migration; or analyzing the 

similarities and differences between Daniel Cano’s short story “Somewhere Outside Duc Pho” (inspired by a 
Latino’s experience in the Vietnam War) and a student’s own experience with wartime. 

 
Grading 

 

Class Participation / Attendance:  10%   Group Presentation:   20% 

Proposal and Research Paper:  20%   Exámenes 1 y 2  35% 
Service Learning:   20%         
      

Department Grading Scale 
  100 – 95 A     79 – 75 C 
  94 – 90 AB     74 – 70 CD 

  89 – 85 B     69 – 65 D 
  84 – 80 BC     64 –0  F 
 

 

Class Participation / Attendance [10%]:  

1.  You will be expected to have each day’s readings done by class time, so that we can discuss the 

above objectives rather than spend time summarizing.  There will be occasional graded homework and / or 

quizzes based on the readings or viewings.  Additionally, it should be noted that class participation 

involves VOLUNTARY contributions on behalf of the student without dominating class discussions.  The 

class will be conducted in Spanish and you should make every possible attempt to communicate in the 

target language. 
 

2. You will be allowed SIX unexcused absences for any reason whatsoever. EACH subsequent 

absence without a documented excuse will result in the reduction of your grade by ½ letter grade.  Thus, 

if you have 7 unexcused absences during the semester and your grades earn you a “B”, your final grade 

will be reported as a “BC ”. I adhere to the policies set out in the Marquette University Bulletin. 
 

 

Service Learning Component [20%]: There is a mandatory Service Learning (SL) component to this 

class.  We are using the placement model that requires a commitment of 1-2 hours a week for the 

semester. The main impetus behind mandating SL in this class is that it is such a natural fit to have the 

class learning IN and WITH Milwaukee’s Latin@ community.  In addition to the requirements of your 

placement, you should be asking questions of the community administration, the community members 

with whom you work, and of yourself with regardst to the time you are investing in the community.  Do 

the community partners experience similar or contrasting issues to those we talk about in class? What 

are you learning about you and your community through service learning placements. Please note the 

following breakdown  of the 20% grade: 12% = hours, 4 % oral reflection, 4% written reflection.   
 

Research Papers [15%]: In lieu of a final exam, I will ask you to hand in a research paper of 

approximately 1250 – 1500 words (not including works cited pages) that responds to the variety of issues 

discussed in class, but most importantly to the COURSE OBJECTIVES.  The purpose of these papers is 

not to summarize the texts, but rather to critically analyze aspects that are of interest to you (e.g. justice, 

gender, prejudice, hope, language, statistics? etc.).  More information regarding acceptable bibliographic 

sources and due dates will be placed on D2L, but sample topics might include: The Challenges of 

Advertising to US Latinos, The Mythic Presence of Aztlán in Today’s Chicanos, Cultural Cannibalism in 

Enrique Chagoya or The Ever-changing Role of La Vírgen de Guadalupe amongst Milwaukee’s Latinos.  

Your papers are to be written in Spanish are graded based on content (75%) and expression (25%).  No 

electronic submissions of the papers are acceptable, but double-sided printing is encouraged!! 
 



ABSTRACTS [5%]: Good research papers are developed over time and to this end, you will turn in a one - 

page abstract to the D2L Drop Box after mid-semester that will:  

 

1. describe the topic you have chosen 

2. relate your project to one or more of the course objectives 

3. provide a working thesis or approximation 

4. provide a working bibliography (the bibliography should be on a separate page) AND one or two 

sentences about the potential use for each source  

5. describe possible challenges to the completion of your paper.   

 

Abstracts are to be written in Spanish and will be graded based on content (75%) and expression (25%).   
 

Note:  Late Work loses 50pts per day and no work will not be accepted 48hrs after the due dates 

 

Exams: [35%]: There will be two exams this semester that focus on the materials we cover in 

class. There will be a variety of question formats such as matching, multiple choice, cieto/falso, 

short essay, and / or long essay.  

 

HELPFUL HINTS can be found on D2L. 
 

Classroom Etiquette 
1.   I expect you will come to class every day the class meets and to that end I take attendance. 

2.   I expect that students will have done the assigned readings / viewings before coming to class. 

3.   I expect that students will bring the assigned text to class and that they will be willing to read out loud passages 
from the text. 
 

4.   I expect students to follow rules of common courtesy such as arriving on time to class, waiting until the end of 
the class period to leave, respectfully listening to one another, turning off electronic devices such as cell phones and 
ipods AT ALL TIMES. 
 

5.   There are NO excuses for missing exams except for emergencies (travel plans and weddings are not included).  
The exam dates have been set and should be adhered to.  DO NOT miss them. 
 

Academic Honesty and Dishonesty 
In this course it is expected that you will be the sole creator of your work.  To those ends academic dishonesty will 
not be tolerated whatsoever and can result in either a “0” for the assignment or in more severe cases for the course.  
Academic dishonesty includes plagiarism (copying from someone else's ideas and/or words without proper citation) 
and cheating on examinations.  This includes improper use of the Internet and soliciting the assistance of Spanish-
speakers.  You will find that the Department, the College of Arts and Sciences and Marquette University are 
inflexible on this issue.  For questions refer to the following site:     
 

www.marquette.edu/pages/home/resourcecommons/bulletin 
 

Disability Services: 
If there are any students with disabilities who need accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services 
at your earliest convenience.  For more information go to:  

 

www.marquette.edu/oses/disabilityservices/ 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.marquette.edu/oses/disabilityservices/


Temario tentativo (subject to changes and revisions) 
 

Semana 1 (13 & 15 ene): Introducción / Definiciones / Historia 

Semana 2 (20 & 22 ene): tempranas observaciones 

Semana 3 (27 & 29 ene): tempranas observaciones 

Semana 4 (3 & 5 feb): estableciendo identidades 

Semana 5 (10 & 24 feb): estableciendo identidades 

Semana 6 (17 & 19 feb): estableciendo identidades 

Semana 7 (24 & 26 feb): Examen Parcial #1  

Semana 8 (3 & 5 marzo): negociando identidades / Research Paper Proposals Due 

Semana 9 (10 & 12 marzo): NO HAY CLASES 

Semana 10 (17 & 19 marzo): negociando identidades   

Semana 11 (24 & 26 marzo): Service Learning Presentation 

Semana 12 (31 & 2 abril): Examen Parcial #2 –el 12 de octubre  

Semana 13 (7 & 9 abril): ni aquí / ni allá  

Semana 14 (14 & 16 abril): ni aquí / ni allá / ¡Thanksgiving!  No hay clase el 26 

Semana 15 (21 & 23 abril): ni aquí / ni allá 

Semana 16 (28&30 abril) 

Final Papers Due:  10AM el 11 de diciembre 2008 [sin excepción] 

“Dedication" by Gustavo Perez-Firmat 

The fact that I 

am writing to you 

in English 

already falsifies what I 

wanted to tell you. 

My subject: 

how to explain to you that I 

don't belong to English 

though I belong nowhere else, 

if not here 

in English. 

 

José Guadalupe Posada – Calavera de los artesanos 


