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Drury celebrates its fourth annual intergenerational rockband 

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. - Drury University’s music therapy program invites the public to its fourth 

annual Intergenerational Rockband performance on April 22, 2014 at 7 p.m. 

 Intergenerational Rockband is a program started by Natalie Wlodarczyk, assistant 

professor of music therapy, in January 2011. The program is one of only three others in the 

nation. Natalie describes the band as “two generations coming together for a common goal,”  

which allows students to interact with members of a different generation, something that is vital 

to their intended career paths.  

 Participants in this organization are music therapy students and adults who are members 

of Drury’s Institute of Mature Learners. The two come together weekly during practice sessions 

held on Drury University’s campus. During this time friendships are formed as the students and 

the older adults rehearse new music, which ultimately helps bridge the gap between the two 

generations.  

-more- 
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 The music chosen for the concert is a mix of old and new popular rock songs. This year 

the band will perform chart toppers such as Katy Perry’s “Roar” and the Doobie Brothers “Listen 

to the Music.”                                                     

 Mackenzie Schneider, a junior music therapy major, has participated in the program for 

two years and said it is one of the highlights of her semester. “I just leave so happy after each 

practice session. It is so fun how a program like this can foster such unique relationships. It is 

definitely something that I will treasure even after my time is over at Drury.” 

 The concert takes place on April 22 at 7:30 p.m. and will last about one hour in Clara 

Thompson Hall. Parking can be found along Benton Avenue. The concert is free, but donations 

are accepted. These donations go towards funding Intergenerational Rockband in the future as 

well as supporting the music department.  

Drury is an independent University, church related, grounded in the liberal arts tradition 
and committed to personalized education in a community of scholars who value the arts of 
teaching and learning. Education at Drury seeks to cultivate spiritual sensibilities and 
imaginative faculties as well as ethical insight and critical thought; to foster the integration of 
theoretical and practical knowledge; and to liberate persons to participate responsibly in and 
contribute to a global community. For more information, visit www.drury.edu/strategicplan.
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Because of you,  Clayton is going to be a music therapist!
April 27, 2014

Robin Schneider 
7654 Fox Tail Dr. 
Ozark, MO 65721

Dear Robin,

After only three years at Drury, Clayton was accepted into a master’s program for music therapy 
at the University of Kentucky . He attributes his success thus far to the Department of Music at 
Drury University and the professors who have supported him. Without the support of generous 
donors like you, we would not be able to provide such a successful educational atmosphere for 
the students. 

Clayton wants to specialize in music therapy for geriatric patients, and he made this decision 
after being a part of Drury’s Intergenerational Rock Band. The band is in its fourth successful 
year, due to members from Drury’s Institute for Mature Learners and Drury students who are 
dedicated to the program’s foundation.  

Intergenerational Rock Band was founded upon the idea of bridging the gap between seniors 
and college students. The band comprised of 20 college students and 15 seniors provides an 
opportunity to build bonds with members of different generations through music, which is vital to 
the future careers of these music students. 

Robin, we are asking you to make a donation to the Department of Music so that we can 
continue the program Intergenerational Rock Band. This investment will guarantee the success 
of the department and our students. We ask that you consider making one of the gifts by 
Aug. 1, 2014: 

• Red- $35 provides sheet music for the entire 2014-2015 school year. 
• Black- $55 helps students with routine instrument maintenance.
• Gold- $85 sends one student to an annual music conference.

We want to thank you for your continued support to the Department of Music. This gift can make 
a difference in the lives of many students just like it did for Clayton. 

Sincerely, 
 

Hannah Shirley Dr. Natalie Wlodarczyk 
Development Specialist                                 Director, Music Therapy Program

P.S. Please remember that your donation provides students with the resources and experiences 
they need. Won’t you brighten a student’s future by making a donation by Aug. 1? 



Music Therapy Today  
The music therapy field is continuing to grow and become ever 
more popular. Today there are: 

• more than 5,000 Board Certified Music Therapists in the U.S. 

•  59 accredited music therapy schools 

• median yearly salary was $47,950 in 2010  

• salaries have seen 13% growth since 2006 and are expected to 
continue to grow  

Music Therapy Sessions 
Each session is individualized based on the client’s needs and 
wants; therefore, no two are the same. Clients do not need any sort 
of music background to benefit from music therapy. Many people 
can benefit from music therapy including: children, adolescents, 
adults, and the elderly with mental health needs, developmental 
and learning disabilities, Alzheimer's disease and other aging 
related conditions, substance abuse problems, brain injuries, 
physical disabilities, and acute or chronic pain.  

The Science Behind It 
Music is processed in all areas of the brain; because of this it has 
the ability to stimulate and optimize the brain, providing more 
efficient therapy and improved performance of cognitive, motor 
and speech tasks. The brain’s reward center responds to music by 
releasing the chemical dopamine from the tritium. Dopamine is 
naturally produced in the body and acts as a pain reliever. 
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What is Music 
Therapy? 

Music therapy is a health 
profession similar to occupational 
therapy or physical therapy. It uses 
music and related strategies to 
assist or motivate a person 
towards specific non-musical 
goals. These goals include 
positive changes in cognitive, 
physical, communication, 
emotional, employment or social 
interaction. 

History of Music 
Therapy 

The idea that music could 
influence health and behavior is as 
old as the writings of Aristotle. 
However, it did not become a 
profession formally until after 
WWI. During this time, amateurs 
and professionals went to 
veterans’ hospitals to play for 
those suffering from physical or 
emotional trauma. 

Is it really worth it? 

• Reduces cost per patient in 
hospice care by $2,984 on 
average 

• Cuts an average of $10,000 off 
costs of a NICU stay 

• Children were able to complete 
echocardiograms without 
medication, reducing the cost of 
the procedure by $75 per 
procedure
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