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W elcome to this edition of The Quill!  This year has been an amazing one 

in our school’s history. Pike has been reaccredited by the Association of 

Independent Schools in New England (AISNE). The report of the AISNE 

Visiting Team as its first commendation said, “The Visiting Team commends the adults 

in the Pike community for ‘living the mission’ with extraordinary passion for their 

work. The faculty and administration have demonstrated an openness to meaningful 

change, a commitment to professional growth and development and are strong role 

models for behaviors that create an inclusive community.” If someone had asked 

me before the visit what I would hope for in my ideal school, I would have written a 

description very much like that commendation. 

Many times this year, I have said that we have seen more change this year than in any 

year I can remember during my time at Pike. You will receive more details about these 

changes in the next edition of The Quill, but more than a few of the Heads I know have 

asked how we could possibly have instituted a new daily schedule for the whole school, 

a new full-day kindergarten program, a new math program for Lower and Middle 

School, and a one-to-one iPad program in Upper School, as they did not believe they 

could have made those changes successfully in their schools. It can only happen if the 

adults are as passionate as our teachers and staff are about doing all they can to help 

our students grow into “independent learners and responsible citizens.”

As if all of these changes were not enough, we are re-evaluating the ways in which we 

communicate with the Pike community and the larger community of the Merrimack 

Valley. We have been working with a group called Mindpower to help us better tell the 

story of this remarkable educational institution, and you will be seeing the fruits of 

that work this spring. Under the leadership of our new Director of Communications, 

Bryan Mahoney, we are looking at all of the ways in which we communicate in an 

attempt to both streamline and broaden what we do. We will be asking for your 

feedback as we make these changes to be certain you are receiving the communication 

you need in a format that makes sense.

Finally, the feature article in this edition, “Pike Perspectives,” gave me the opportunity 

to look back over the 20 years the Waters family has spent at Pike. Liza and I are 

so grateful that our children had their roots planted firmly in the soil of the Pike 

community. Much of what they have accomplished since Pike is because of all they 

learned here, as has been the case for all of the Pike graduates with whom we speak. 

Also, we are proud of the amazing evolution of our school. Professional Learning 

Communities (PLC’s), technology, sustainability and diversity are but four examples of 

terms that did not exist or were barely understood that are now at the center of much 

of what we do. I can’t wait for the next chapters of the Pike story to be written.

Message from Muddy

MeSSage FroM Muddy
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Pike Perspectives
it’S Not BriCk aNd mortar that 
make the Pike SChool, “Pike.” 
The energy that radiates throughout 
campus stems from the collection of 
individuals that passes through its 
doors with the shared mentality of 
creating a vibrant, student-focused 
educational experience.

Pike means many things to many 
people. In the following pages, 
discover what it means to six members 
of our community and why it continues 
to be a special place for each of them.

Feature: PIKE PERSPECTIVES
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AMonG THE PEZ DISPEnSERS 

AnD Star WarS PARAPHERnALIA 

THAT ADoRn THE oFFICE oF 

PIKE’S HEAD oF SCHooL 

JohN “muddy” WaterS, 

THERE’S A PHoToGRAPH 

PERCHED UPon HIS DESK. THE 

IMAGE CAPTURES THE YoUnGEST 

WATERS CHILD, JESSICA, 

RELEnTInG To THE LoVInG 

EMBRACE oF An EAGER FATHER 

on STAGE AT HER PIKE SCHooL 

GRADUATIon YEARS AGo.

At first, the photograph conjures up comical memories of a rising  
sixth grader, who on the first day of school declared that her father 
was prohibited from speaking to her during school hours. This,  
albeit disputably, would be upgraded to “No More Eye Contact” two 
years later, due to his unremitting winks and nods to her throughout 
the hallways.

“I went along with all of it, but the day of her graduation I informed 
her I wasn’t going to pretend like she was just some other kid 
going across that stage,” said Waters. “I was a little worried about 
the potential for a stiff arm when I went in for the hug, but she 
ultimately put up with dad having his moment.”

That moment, which sits atop his desk in a frame, serves as a daily 
reminder that for the Waters, the Pike School has been a family 
journey. The school has played a major role in the education of 
all three children, Willie ’98, Jamie ’00 and Jessica ’04 (including 
Jessica from Pre-K through Grade 8), and the livelihoods of Muddy 
and his wife Liza, an eighth grade math teacher at Pike. For the 
patriarch, it is a place that has never felt like a job, but instead, from 
the very onset, felt like home. 

This fall, Waters celebrated his 20th year at the helm of the Pike 
School, making him the second-longest-tenured leader in the school’s 
history behind its namesake, Cynthia Pike. During this time, he has 
steered the school toward a more unified mission and team-based 
approach to education. He has held on steadfastly to his roles as 
teacher and coach, which allow him to connect with students directly 
on a daily basis. Just this year, he has seen the Pike community 
accept change for the good of its students and been truly humbled to 
be a part of it.

Waters recalls fondly his introduction to Pike during the interview 
process. He considered Pike to be the strongest academic institution 

JohN “muddy” WaterS

Feels Like Home for Waters
20 Years Later, Pike School Still 
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to which he applied, and thus, assumed 
he was a long shot for the job. As fate 
would have it, he was offered the 
position, he and Liza purchased a home 
within walking distance of campus, and 
the Waters were on their way to a new 
life in Andover, Mass.

In his earliest years, he recalls his 
greatest challenge was creating a unified 
sense of the school’s mission. Some 
considered Pike to be a school for the 
best and brightest, others, more of a 
family school.

“I felt it could be both,” said Waters. “It 
could be a family school that challenged 
its students.”

Ten years ago during reaccreditation, 
the visiting committee declared the 
school’s sense of mission to be one of 
the strengths of the institution. For 
Waters, that continues to be one of the 
most rewarding accomplishments of his 
tenure as Head of School.

“We became a very united community 
working together on behalf of the 
students to fulfill our mission,” he 
said. “We are all in this together, 
committed to working in the best 
interest of these kids.”

A self-proclaimed “team guy,” he takes 
the lessons he’s learned from his athletic 
days to heart as Pike’s leader, as well as 
some trusted advice from his father, a 
longtime teacher.

“The thing my dad said early on was 
‘Don’t get too full of yourself. If you 
didn’t show up for a week, chances are 
no one would notice. You’re a part 
of a team, be aware of that and build 
on that.’”

And so he has. By his account, he’s 
overseen the hiring of nearly 90% of the 
current faculty and staff and is honored 
by the quality of the people that walk the 

halls. He has witnessed Pike transform 
from a more traditional setting where 
teachers instruct individually to a place 
where collaboration has become the 
lifeblood. When faculty and staff were 
called upon this year to take on new 
challenges, such as a new class schedule 
and the iPad initiative, he observed the 
team-first approach at its full effect for 
the benefit of the student body. Also, 
he feels very fortunate to have had the 
support of a talented and committed 
Board of Trustees.

“I’m most proud that we built an adult 
community at Pike able to take on big, 
new changes and make it happen,” said 
Waters. “In other communities, this 
would not have happened. We laid out 
changes based upon what’s best for the 
kids and had people willing to take it on 
and go for it. It’s a great community of 
which I am proud to be a part.”

Twenty years of leadership is an 
impressive legacy, but Waters insists 
that his era is simply “a different chapter 
in the history of the school.” He considers 
himself blessed to have had a front-
row seat to watch his kids grow up and 
witness them all enter into the family 
business of teaching at some point. He’s 
been honored to have Liza here beside 
him, a teammate whose opinion he 

aBove: Mr. Waters celebrated his 20th year at 
the helm of the Pike School this fall.

right: As Pike’s leader, he takes the lessons 
he’s learned from his athletic days to heart, as 
well as some trusted advice from his father.

respects dearly. He loves hearing from 
graduates about how their successes 
were the result of the strong foundation 
built at Pike. 

He still considers himself a “day-at-
a-time” type of guy, never looking too 
far down the road for what’s coming 
next. However, his first granddaughter, 
Ainsley, was born this past summer, so 
the math is pretty simple: He’s roughly 
11 years away from the reinstitution 
of the “No Talking To Me” rule and 
an additional two from another Pike 
graduation day bear hug.

“WE ARE ALL In THIS 

ToGETHER, CoMMITTED 

To WoRKInG In THE BEST 

InTEREST oF THESE KIDS.”
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PIKE SCHooL’S MISSIon 

“To DEVELoP WITHIn ITS 

CoMMUnITY A LIFELonG LoVE 

oF LEARnInG, RESPECT FoR 

oTHERS, THE JoY oF PHYSICAL 

ACTIVITY, AnD A CREATIVE 

SPIRIT” WAS A MAJoR SELLInG 

PoInT FoR LoWER SCHooL/

MIDDLE SCHooL ART TEACHER 

emily SaNdagata, WHo 

JoInED THE PIKE CoMMUnITY 

THIS YEAR.

“Not many schools mention ‘creativity’ in their mission statements,” 
said Sandagata, who loves that Pike is a community with practicing 
artists. “To want to give students a chance to be motivated by their own 
ideas and visit things that inspire them is very powerful. Art asks that 
of you as a student.”

An award-winning artist focusing on painting and sculpture, 
Sandagata’s artistic career developed despite great odds. Growing up 
as a creative child with little exposure to the arts, it wasn’t until her 
junior year of high school that she was finally able to connect to the 
world of art and the possibility of art as a viable career choice. A teacher 
took notice of her ability immediately, going so far as to help her obtain 
a scholarship to participate in Art All-State, a competitive and intensive 
two-day program sponsored by the Worcester Art Museum. The program 
brings that brings together some of the most talented high school juniors 
in Massachusetts.

“It was life changing for me,” she said. “It was breaking open the bubble 
for me to be in such a rich, artistic environment in which I identified 
with many other artists. 

“That teacher believed in me,” she added. “She encouraged me to go to 
college. That is why being a teacher is such a transformative experience. 
I can be that person for someone else.”

Art has guided Sandagata around the country; she’s served residencies 
in Tennessee, earned a master’s in art education in Maryland, taught 
in Arizona, worked in the New York City fashion industry, and now 
returns to her home state as Pike’s newest art teacher. She says she 
loves the enthusiasm for creativity her students possess and the 
support she receives from the administration to explore new avenues 
of inspiration and imagination. Recently, she worked with her 
Kindergarten students on a project that involved building a cave 
and she was amazed at the outcome. 

emily SaNdagata

Sandagata to Pike
A Journey in Art Brings 
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“We could have spent an entire class on 
brainstorming what the cave might look 
like,” she said. “Their ideas are so rich 
and the kids were the ones really driving 
the content.”

As a practicing artist, Sandagata tries to 
bring her own projects to the classroom 
to further inspire her students. She will 
share some of her earlier works, including 
artwork she created at their age, as well 
as projects she completed in high school, 
college and more recently, so they can 
see the progression in her work. She 
maintains a studio in her home in Lowell 
and makes a point to be in there every 
week. From November through February, 
she and her husband, Robb, exhibited 
their artwork at the Davis Gallery 
in Worcester, Mass., as part of their 
exhibition entitled, “Unearthed,” which 
included sculptures that Emily created 
during the past three years.

The idea of being a “professional” artist 
is another concept she’s brought to 
her classroom. Upon completion of a 

printmaking unit in the fall, she asked 
her fourth graders to present their 
work to a friend, member of their 
family or greater Pike community.

“Just the idea of giving art as a gift, 
you should have seen the joy on their 
faces,” she said. “They kept asking me 
if that meant they were professional 
artists now. They were able to see 
themselves as people who could 
take it a step further. A work of art 
is so much more than just the act 
of creating.”

In preparation for the annual Pike 
School art show, Sandagata seeks to 
continue to develop the idea of art as 
a transformative experience.

“I want to look at ways that we can 
actively participate in art at Pike,” 
she said. “I want to take it to a 
level that teaches and brings people 
together. I think that would be a gift 
to the community.”

aBove: An award-winning artist, Mrs. Sandagata joined the Pike community this 
school year and loves the school’s commitment to creativity.

right: one of her more recent works of art entitled, “Involuntary,” which uses canvas, 
coffee, oil sticks, kitchen spices, leaves, dirt, acrylics, wooden dowels, glue.

“I WAnT To LooK AT WAYS 

THAT WE CAn ACTIVELY 

PARTICIPATE In ART AT PIKE. 

I WAnT To TAKE IT To A 

LEVEL THAT TEACHES AnD 

BRInGS PEoPLE ToGETHER. ”

Feature: PIKE PERSPECTIVES
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WHEn RECEnT ALUMnI 

RETURn To PIKE’S CAMPUS 

AnD SEE FIFTH-GRADE 

TEACHER ed SaNtella, 

MoRE oFTEn THAn noT 

THEIR FIRST QUESTIon To 

HIM IS, “WHo REALLY DID IT?”

Each year as part of his forensics unit, Santella introduces his students 
to the crime scene investigation surrounding the mysterious demise 
of fictional character, Felix Navidad. Students are required to inspect 
the crime scene, which is set up in Santella’s classroom, collect evidence 
such as fingerprints, DNA samples and pH levels, and conduct tests 
throughout the unit. They learn about developing their stories from a 
retired forensic scientist from the Massachusetts State Police and 
conclude the lesson with presentations as “expert witnesses” on the 
stand in which they are encouraged to be creative while supporting 
their proof and methodical processes.

So, who really did it?

“I never tell them,” Santella says with a smile. “They will haunt me about 
it, but I’ll never tell. It plays into the idea that there isn’t necessarily one 
right answer; it’s about building your case.”

Over the 13 years in which Santella has called Pike home, he’s had the 
opportunity to share his teaching approach, which he says blends passion, 
an appreciation for the unknown and “a tolerance of a certain level of 
chaos – which is needed in a hands-on classroom.” In fact, it was that 
freedom to explore as a teacher and learner that brought him to Pike in 
the first place.

“I felt it walking through the hallways, it was full of excitement,” he said. 
“The child is the center of everything here; it is about building children 
into what they can be. I could tell right away Pike School had its priorities 
in order. 

“I love that I am part of a community that shares my values of curiosity 
and wonder,” he added. “If something could be done better, we are 
encouraged to find ways to do that.”

ed SaNtella

All About the Hands-on Approach
From CSI to STEM, Santella 
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“GIVInG THEM A HAnDS-

on ExPERIEnCE THEY CAn 

MAnIPULATE oPEnS A nEW 

oPPoRTUnITY In THEIR 

EDUCATIonAL CAREERS.”

Students examine the crime scene of fictional character Felix navidad in 
Mr. Santella’s annual forensics unit.

In the spring of 2012, he discussed 
the idea of introducing a more STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and 
math)-focused unit to his curriculum, 
figuring it would take two years to 
implement. Through the quick approval 
of Head of Middle School Bo Baird 
and the aid of Pike donors, he was 
able to roll out a new “Robotics” 
unit in January 2013.

Utilizing principles and technology of 
engineering, the unit required students 
to engage in a series of challenges 
surrounding the building of a functioning 
robot. In one lesson entitled, “The 
Lava Pit of Doom,” they were asked to 
assemble a robot capable of maneuvering 
through a course that included gates 
and a lava pit. For their final project, 
students took a real-world problem 
and developed a robot-based solution, 
including machines that protected 

walkers in crosswalks and sorted 
recycling by color.

“STEM is the future,” said Santella. 
“We need these students to be more 
comfortable with the design process 
and elements of the STEM fields. It’s a 
great time to introduce it to them; they 
are still curious, they have that natural 
enthusiasm at that age.

“The engineering piece is a great 
opportunity for students who are 
scientifically or mathematically 
minded,” he added. “Giving them 
a hands-on experience they can 
manipulate opens a new opportunity 
in their educational careers.”

Learning on the spot proved a 
worthwhile challenge for teacher 
and students alike. Santella was not 
only impressed with how quickly his 

students adapted to the new technology, 
but also with their acceptance of the 
scientific process and willingness to 
explore different techniques in order to 
determine viable solutions.

“Learning while doing…it’s messy and 
nonlinear, but that’s what I love about 
science. Robotics is that philosophy 
encapsulated,” he said. “The goal 
was to be constantly adjusting and to 
understand that it’s OK if it doesn’t 
work the first time. At some point, you 
will fail. It will fall apart. It will be a 
disaster. The important thing is how 
you respond to that. That’s a powerful 
message to send to students.”

Feature: PIKE PERSPECTIVES
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TAKE onE PEEK InTo LoWER 

SCHooL READInG SPECIALIST 

SuSaN hauPtmaN’S CLASSRooM 

AnD YoU WILL UnDERSTAnD WHAT 

IS IMPoRTAnT To HER. RoW UPon 

RoW ALonG THE WALLS, THERE 

APPEARS A SEEMInGLY EnDLESS 

SUPPLY oF BooKS, GAMES AnD 

MATERIALS AIMED ToWARD 

DEVELoPInG A YoUnG CHILD’S 

APPRECIATIon FoR CREATIVITY  

AnD LoVE FoR READInG.

As Pike’s longest-standing faculty member, who celebrated her 32nd 
anniversary at Pike this year, she can appreciate the school’s vibrancy 
like no other. Every morning, she walks past a library that exudes 
life and color – a space that has become the heart of the campus, fit 
with great librarians as resources. She observes books throughout 
the hallways and in other classrooms. She presides over a reading 
room with ample supplies that fuel her passion for developing a pure 
joy for learning. On top of all this, she has the opportunity to work 
with “amazingly talented Lower School teachers who are dedicated to 
teaching young children to read.”

“We’ve created an environment of literacy for children where it is cool 
to read and write,” she said. 

Hauptman’s role is a rather unique one in that she is a teaching 
member of every team in the Lower School. She teaches an 
instructional reading and language art program for Kindergarten 
through Grade 2 as well as a program for Pre-Kindergarten students 
that exposes them to a wide variety of books and thematic studies, 
complemented with puppets, puzzles and activities. She’s implemented 
a diagnostic approach to student reading assessments, resulting in an 
in-depth evaluation for each student at the start of every school year.

“We monitor each student’s literacy progress very carefully throughout 
the year,” she said. “I meet with each Lower School team once every 
seven days to talk about materials, essential outcomes and students’ 
needs. Our goal is very clear – to know exactly where each student 
is and how to move each student forward on his or her journey 
into literacy.”

Over the years, Hauptman has also introduced a number of events 
that have become Pike School traditions, including  “Read Across 

SuSaN hauPtmaN

to Drive Hauptman
A Joy of Reading Continues 
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Pike School,” the school’s own version 
of “Read Across America,” which 
celebrates reading annually on Dr. 
Suess’ birthday. Her favorite event 
occurs in January when the first 
graders “show off” their reading skills 
to Head of School Muddy Waters as 
part of “I Read to Mr. Waters.” Each 
student earns a special t-shirt in 
acknowledgment of their achievement, 
which Waters bestows upon them like 
a badge of honor. Hauptman admits it’s 
difficult to determine who enjoys the 
day more – the students or the Head 
of School. 

“He just glows,” she said of Waters. 
“It’s a special day and a special part 
of what I do.”

This academic year, she got her classes 
involved in the “Global Read Aloud 
Project,” which connects participating 
classrooms across the world. Teachers 
read the same book to their students 

during the month-long undertaking 
and allow them to establish dialogue 
with their fellow students via the 
Web. After posting questions to an 
online forum one day, Hauptman 
and her class were delighted to see 
responses pour in from teachers 
and students from places such 
as Indonesia and Australia.

“I love doing these types of things and 
it keeps me happy knowing I’m at a 
place that encourages me to grow as 
an educator,” she said. “If there are 
any materials I need or workshops 
I want to attend, all I have to do 
is ask. It’s not something you see 
often in schools, but it is an inherent 
part of Pike School’s professional 
development philosophy.

“For 32 years I’ve come down that 
long driveway and think to myself, ‘I 
can’t believe they let me come here,’” 
she added. “I’ve been blessed.”

Mrs. Hauptman gets her Kindergarteners ready to learn in her classroom.

“FoR 32 YEARS I’VE CoME 

DoWn THAT LonG 

DRIVEWAY AnD THInK To 

MYSELF, ‘I CAn’T BELIEVE 

THEY LET ME CoME HERE. 

I’VE BEEn BLESSED.”

Feature: PIKE PERSPECTIVES
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WALK InTo UPPER SCHooL MUSIC 

TEACHER ChriS deSJardiNS’ 

CLASSRooM AnD YoU WILL 

WITnESS STUDEnTS – SoME 

WITH no PREVIoUS MUSICAL 

ExPERIEnCE WHATSoEVER – 

noT SIMPLY LEARnInG MUSIC, 

BUT CREATInG IT.

With the launch of Pike’s new iPad initiative in the Upper School 
this academic year, which requires all students to own an iPad for 
educational purposes, Desjardins’ classes have taken on a more 
dynamic and creative look and feel. Through Apple’s GarageBand 
application, students learn chords progressions through trial and 
error, develop movie clip soundtracks that emphasize music as an 
emotional response and even arrange their own compositions.

“I like kids to peek behind the curtain of music creation and 
develop their own content to express themselves musically,” said 
Desjardins. “Through GarageBand, we can break down music into 
elements that makes the learning process more active.” 

A self-proclaimed technophile, the marriage of music and 
technology could not be sweeter for Desjardins, who recently 
earned an online master’s degree in music technology through 
Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) 
last summer. He believes strongly in the use of technology as 
a “democratizer of creating music,” helping to break down the 
wall between consuming and producing music. When initial 
discussions began about introducing iPads in the Upper School, 
he was quick to jump on board.

“The iPad is one of the most powerful music tools of our 
generation,” he said. “Nothing holds a candle to it as a music-
creating device. It makes music more experiential for students. 
They can learn to appreciate it as an art form.”

An Andover native, Desjardins came to Pike five years ago after 
stints in the Andover and Wilmington public school systems. 
While his previous experience revolved around choral studies, 
at Pike, he is responsible for a general music curriculum for 
Upper School students. In his courses, Desjardins will encounter 
students with a wide range of musical skills sets. As a result, his 

ChriS deSJardiNS

Upper School Music Program
Technology Use a Boon for Desjardins’ 
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goal is to develop within his students 
an appreciation for the expressive 
qualities of music.

Desjardins uses a spiral curriculum 
built on developing student skills 
as they progress through the Upper 
School. Even after just a few months, 
he says the iPad has allowed him 
more opportunities for instruction. 
In the sixth grade, students have 
quickly become comfortable within the 
GarageBand platform, thus become 
familiar with tools to arrange music, 
regardless of their musical background. 
Seventh graders are able to take a silent 
clip from the 1925 film, Phantom of the 
Opera, and use music and sound effects 
to influence an emotional response from 
the audience.

In the eighth grade, students are able to 
manipulate music easily with the new 
technology and are exploring ways to 
create their own unique sound.

“I LIKE KIDS To PEEK 

BEHInD THE CURTAIn oF 

MUSIC CREATIon AnD 

DEVELoP THEIR oWn 

ConTEnT To ExPRESS 

THEMSELVES MUSICALLY.”

For Desjardins, the iPad is opening 
new, creative doors for him and his 
classes to explore. His hope is that the 
more experiential approach will leave 
a lasting impression, even for those 
students who will not pursue music at 
the secondary school level.

“For some of these students, this 
might be the last time they participate 
in a general music class,” he said. “I 
want them to leave knowing there is 
something they can do creatively with 
music, that they can use it as a form 
of expression.”

aBove: In Mr. Desjardins’ class, students are exploring music creation in new ways 
this year through the use of the iPad.

right: Through Apple’s GarageBand, students are arranging their very own 
musical compositions.

Feature: PIKE PERSPECTIVES
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WHEn hilary muNroe WALKS 

PAST THE KInDERGARTEn 

CLASSRooMS, SHE CAn SEE 

HERSELF In THE STUDEnTS’ 

SHoES In A WAY no oTHER 

TEACHER AT PIKE CAn.

As the only alumni member of the faculty, her perspective is a unique 
one. She remembers vividly that day when she brought The Cat in the 
Hat to school for show and tell in what is now Mrs. Kavita Mundra’s 
classroom. She can see her childhood friends, reminisce about having 
fun on the playing fields and playgrounds, and visualize the look and 
feel of the original school building.

“The first few years I was here I would walk down the halls and just 
have these episodic moments,” she said. “Things would pop back into 
my head almost every day. There are memories everywhere.”

One of her fondest memories is of the teacher who had such a profound 
impact on her, Becca Shovan, whom she credits for turning her toward 
a life in education. A quiet child as a student, Munroe remembers the 
acceptance she received as well as the encouragement to learn and 
grow at her own pace. By the time she entered eighth grade, Munroe 
says she was still very much reserved; however, it did not prevent her 
from volunteering to sing a solo performance as part of the class play. 
She credits the quality of her teachers as the reason for such profound 
personal growth.

“It gave me the confidence to do things I wouldn’t have if not for being 
here,” she said. “Pike gave me so much. To have a teacher know what I 
needed and care about me, that was the moment I knew I wanted to be 
a teacher.”

Munroe’s experience at Pike resonated so powerfully with her that as 
a professional, she was eager to return to campus. Each summer for 
a number of years, she would write letters to Head of School Muddy 
Waters inquiring about potential openings in the Lower School. When 
Pike chose to expand its Kindergarten team from two teachers to three 
in 1999, she finally had the chance to come on board and give back to 
the place that meant so much to her.

hilary (Field) muNroe ’84

for Munroe
Pike A Familiar Affair 
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Are you interested in 
hearing more from 
our Pike community? 

Check out our new “Pike Perspectives” 
blog, which include insights about the Pike 
School experience directly from  
our administrators, faculty and staff! 

Follow the blog at 
blogs.pikeschool.org. 

Today, Munroe is a member of the second 
grade team, having spent five years as a 
Kindergarten teacher. She took a leave 
of absence to start a family in between 
switching grade levels, and now she brings 
another perspective to Pike – as a parent. 
She enjoys seeing her children play on the 
same athletic fields, participate in the same 
programs, such as the Middle School ski 
program, and in general, appreciate their 
experience at the school.

“So many things are the same,” she said. 
“I feel like with them here, it’s all come 
full circle.”

right: Derek (5th grade), Jamie (4th grade) and 
Mrs. Hilary Munroe

“PIKE GAVE ME So MUCH. To HAVE A TEACHER KnoW 

WHAT I nEEDED AnD CARE ABoUT ME, THAT WAS 

THE MoMEnT I KnEW I WAnTED To BE A TEACHER.”
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Pike PoiNtS:   how did the nature trail project come about?

tiNa morriS:   The project is the latest result of the school’s 
Sustainability Plan, an ongoing initiative that encourages school-
wide participation in sustainability practices from energy usage, 
recycling, composting, use of green products for events and dining, 
and integrating sustainability into the curriculum. Pike’s current 
three-year strategic plan called for expanded outdoor education 
activities, with the establishment of a nature trail serving as a 
significant step toward that goal.

PP:   how will the nature trail impact learning in the classroom?

tm:   The trail offers a hands-on approach to integrating an 
environmental literacy component into each grade level’s 
curriculum, which is also a significant element to the current 
Sustainability Plan. From Pre-K through Grade 9, students 
engage in action/service-learning projects that differ as they 
progress through Pike. Examples include gardening and 
composting in Pre-K and Kindergarten, recycling in seventh 
grade, and restoring Blanding’s turtles in fifth and ninth grades. 

thiS Fall, Pike uNVeiled aN all-

NeW Nature trail oN CamPuS. 

The roughly 1.5-mile course loops through 

the school’s surrounding woodland acres, 

providing scenic views and footpaths for 

the Pike community to appreciate and 

explore. Here, Upper School Science and 

English Teacher/Director of Sustainability 

tina morris, who oversaw the development 

of the trail, discusses the project and its 

benefit to the Pike community.

Mrs. Morris and Mr. Johnson help students look for deer tracks 
along the Lower School Loop of the trail.

Pike PoiNtS

about Pike’s new nature Trail
Q&A with Tina Morris 
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The Pike cross country team sent Mrs. Morris a special thank you for the 
trail, which provides them with more running space on campus.

In addition, faculty members develop curricular units that 
relate to sustainability, natural history and/or conservation 
ethics. These units can occur in science, English, social 
studies, or any other discipline. The trail will serve as an 
outdoor classroom, thus enhancing environmental literacy 
across the grades.

PP:   in what other ways can the trail be used?

tm:   In addition to benefiting the academic curriculum, 
the trail can be used for physical education and art classes, 
as well as by athletic teams, such as Pike’s cross country 
program. There is also a special ‘Lower School Loop,’ which 
specifically benefits the Lower School students and can be 
accessed from their playground.

PP:   With the recent establishment of a Nature trail 
Committee on campus consisting of faculty and staff, 
what are the next steps with the trail?

tm:   The committee will collaborate on ways to incorporate 
the nature trail into life and learning at Pike. We’ve 
organized a committee of 20 enthusiastic faculty and staff 
members into subgroups, with some focusing on trail 

maintenance and others involved in developing all-school and 
division-based activities for the trail moving forward.

PP:   What do you believe are the greatest benefits of 
having a nature trail on campus?

tm:   Before, there was so much of our campus that we simply 
did not have access to and it was up to the individual teacher 
to feel comfortable bringing his or her class outside. Now, this 
trail will get our community outdoors and experiencing our 
campus in new ways.

Students Maddie Zerbey, Sammy Gelerman and Claudia 
Solano show off the collage they created of the nature trail.

Pike PoiNtS
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The event concluded with a riveting chorus 
performance by our Lower Schoolers!

Families and friends visited classrooms and 
assisted the students with class assignments 
as part of All-School Visiting Day.

Family, friends and special guests of Pike 
students came to campus on November 
27th for the annual All-School Visiting 
Day event. 

Guests attended classes with the students to learn about life at 
Pike and attended the Lower School’s first concert performance 
of the year. In addition, Pike graduates returned to reunite with 
friends and teachers; they also participated in a panel to share 
their perspectives with current Upper School students about 
transitioning to high school. See more alumni photos from the 
event in the Alumni News section on page 39.

Authors/illustrators David Hyde 
Costello and Jarrett Krosoczka 
visited campus this fall as part of 
Pike’s Visiting Author Series. 

Costello read his book, “Little Pig Joins the Band,” to 
Lower and Middle School students on November 20th 
and then shared some of his original songs and home-
made musical instruments, all of which were built 
with materials that are either very inexpensive or 
found in a typical recycling bin. Krosoczka, the author 
of the Lunch Lady series, was on campus December 
5th-6th, sharing his creative process with Lower and 
Middle School students in workshops and assembly 
presentations. The annual Pike Book Fair supports 
the Visiting Author Series.

Jarrett Krosoczka shared some of his earliest 
illustrations during a presentation to Lower 
and Middle School students in the theater
on December 6th.

Visiting author David Hyde Costello reads to 
students in the library on November 20th.

A Packed House for All-School Visiting Day

Visiting Author Series 
Welcomes Two Authors 
to Campus this Fall
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Pike students had the opportunity to 
experience dozens of performances 
throughout the school day on September 
26th when the school welcomed Young 
Audiences of Massachusetts to campus to 
present its 2013 Fall Artist Showcase.
 
Young Audiences of Massachusetts’ programs feature 
professional teaching artists who have completed a rigorous 
interview and audition process. Since 1962, the organization 
has sought to connect Massachusetts’ best performing artists 
with local school children. Its mission is “to initiate a life-
long involvement in the arts by making them integral to 
every child’s education.”
 
All Pike students, faculty and staff were invited to attend 
the various performances taking place throughout the 
school. The performances represented many different 
cultures and included musical acts, dancing, singing, 
acting, storytelling and more. In addition, teachers and 
administrators from around the state were invited to attend.
 

Students take in a marionette performance in the gymnasium.

According to Pike Theater Teacher Trisha Gordon, the 
event was a day “to celebrate arts, as well as to get feedback 
from our teachers and students to help the Fine Arts 
Department choose the most engaging and educational 
assemblies for our community.”

Throughout January, first 
graders visited Head of 
School Muddy Waters’ 
office to show off their 
reading skills! 

As part of this Pike School tradition, 
each student earns an official t-shirt 
from Mr. Waters and signs a class 
poster commemorating the event!

Photo: Ms. Telly Jorden’s first grade class celebrates with new t-shirts after 
successfully reading to Head of School Muddy Waters on January 13th!

First Graders Read 
to Mr. Waters

Young Audiences of 
Massachusetts Comes to Pike
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The eighth grade class presented “Tone It Down to Keep It Up” on November 21st and 22nd. 
This performance is another Pike tradition that allows every member of the 
eighth grade class to participate in the playmaking and production process.

Ready for the Easter egg hunt!

Matthew Schelzi

 Bobby Meehan and Michael McCullom

8th grade ShoW

“Tone It Down to Keep It Up”

Will Riley and Danielle Page
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Taking a family photo after finally arriving in America!

Just off the boat at Ellis Island and fielding hard-
hitting questions from the immigration official! 

Pike eighth-grader Michaela Jones 
finished ninth in the 13-14 girls’ division 
at the 2013 USA Track and Field 
National Junior Olympic Cross Country 
Championships, held in San Antonio, 
Texas, on December 14th. 

By finishing among the top-25 competitors, Michaela 
earned All-American status for the second-straight year 
after finishing fifth in the 11-12 division a year ago.

Michaela’s latest performance was the culmination 
of an impressive fall season, which included a record-
setting win at the Jim Munn Invitational and a first-
place effort at the Massachusetts Middle School State 
Championship, among others. 

Congratulations to Michaela on an 
impressive accomplishment!

Second graders reenacted the 
experience of being processed 
through New York’s Ellis Island 
on December 16th as part of their 
annual study of immigration 
to America. 

As part of the unit, students represent 
members of families from different countries 
of origin, while Pike teachers and staff 
members act as immigration officials!

Photo: Michaela Jones competing at the 2013 USATF National Junior Olympic Cross Country Championships in San Antonio, Texas.

Jones Earns Cross Country All-American 
Honors Once Again

Second Graders 
Come to America
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The Pike School welcomed 
members of the greater Andover 
community to campus on the 
morning of November 20th as 
part of its annual “Read Along 
at Pike” event, organized by 
the League of Women Voters 
in Andover.

In all, 10 special guests visited Pike Lower 
School classrooms to read their favorite 
books to students. The event takes place 
during the American Education Week and 
serves “to promote both a love of reading 
and a sense of community.”

Thank you to all of our special guests 
for visiting Pike and sharing their 
favorite books!

Guest Readers:
• Vicki Boylan, P’95, P’99, P’03
• Nancy Jeton, P’01, P’04 and special  
 assistant to Head of School at  
 Phillips Academy
• Carrie Midura, PR & development,  
 Andover Historical Society
• Lisa Schwarz, senior planner,  
 Town of Andover

• Rabbi Philips, Director of lifelong  
 learning, Temple Emanuel
• Tony Dyer, former Pike Upper  
 School English faculty
• Alix Driscoll, P’84, P’87, editor
• Dr. Claudia Bach, former  
 superintendent of Andover Schools,  
 Pike Trustee

• John Palfrey, Head of School,  
 Phillips Academy
• Officer Matt Hughes, Andover  
 Safety Department

As part of their study of bears, a multidisciplinary unit in which 
they learn about the physical features, habitats and behaviors 
of several types of bears throughout the world, Kindergarteners 
brought in a toy bear for an overnight sleepover on January 30th. 
The following morning, they arrived back at school to discover that 
the bears had had quite a good time in their absence! 

See what the bears were up to by visiting our YouTube page 
at www.youtube.com/pikeschoolandover!

Our Readers

Bears Come to Life for 
our Kindergarteners 

Special Guests Visit Campus to 
Read Along at Pike School
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One of the many cards sent to U.S. troops from 
Pike students during the holiday season.

Pike Lower School students and their 
eighth-grade buddies participated in 
two community service projects during 
the first term: Visiting nearby Smolak 
Farms to collect food for donations and 
sending holiday cards to U.S. troops 
during the holiday season.

Students visited Smolak Farms to collect edible, undamaged 
produce to donate to Esperanza School and Neighbors in Need.

On September 30th, the group traveled to Smolak 
Farms in North Andover, Mass., to collect excess 
produce around the farm that was later prepared 
and donated to Esperanza School and Neighbors 
in Need. Students enjoyed a fun-filled fall morning 
traversing the farm’s crops for edible produce left on 
the stalks or undamaged on the ground. Chef Dana 
Wilson of Raspberries Catering later prepared the 
food, which included apples, peaches, plums and 
tomatoes, prior to donating to the two Lawrence, 
Mass., organizations. Neighbors in Need feeds 
more than 500 families each week in the city, while 
Esperanza School is a tuition-free middle school for 
girls run exclusively through private donations.  

The Smolak Farms event was 
spearheaded by Pike parents Monique 
Johnson and Diane Larson in an effort 
to bring a “full-circle farm-to-table 
lesson of community” to the children 
of Pike.

Students came together once again 
on December 5th to create holiday 
greetings to send to U.S. military 
members. Rich Noll, a member of the 
Pike Technology Department and 
a veteran with 19 years of military 
service, offered the students some 
heartfelt words and recommendations 
for writing letters to those who would 
be away from their families during the 
holiday season.

See the holiday-card 
making in action on 
our YouTube page!

Lower Schoolers and Their Eighth-Grade 
Buddies Team Up to Give Back
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writteN By:  8Th GRADE - Melisa Kreismanis; 7Th GRADE - Zenia Bhathena, 
Amanda Brooks, Abigail Johnson; 6Th GRADE - Carly Tilson, Taylor Charpentier

Everyone is different and those differences 
should be valued, respected, cherished 
and loved. The student groups at Pike, 
C.A.R.E. (celebrating, appreciating, 
respecting, everyone), F.W.D. (future with 
diversity), Multicultural Group, and other 
people not in these groups, are embracing 
those differences. These groups have 
participated in many exciting events 
like a diversity conference, a dance 
and a sled hockey game. These events 
have inspired us to realize, respect 
and embrace all the differences that 
people have. 

The Middle School AISNE diversity 
conference was held at the Fenn School 
and 15 Pike students attended. The theme 
of the conference was that everybody is 
connected, no matter who or what they 
are or are like, or how different they 
might seem. Workshops, speakers and 
performers taught every student about 
different cultures, disabilities, races and 
their variety, and yet all the similarities.  

Wait. Difference? What does it mean? 
To some it means “strange,” and to some, 
“unique.” Others may think it means 
“scary” or “unlike me.” Everybody will 
have varying opinions about that word. 
But don’t think of it negatively. Think 
of how it binds us and enriches us. 

We are all different, but so what? 
Instead of shying away because you 
are embarrassed, look very hard for 
similarities. If you don’t find any, you 
definitely aren’t looking hard enough. 
Try to encourage others not to be afraid 
of difference, but to be excited by the 
possibility of meeting somebody who 
is unique in their own way. We are all 
different. We may be different in looks, 
brains, mentally or physically, but at the 

Pike students who are involved in the school’s various diversity groups took the time to 
reflect on the lessons and values they learned during the first term. Below is a collectively 
written statement by some of our Upper School students who were inspired to share their 
thoughts and feelings: 

end of the day, we laugh together, we cry 
together, we smile together, and we stand 
up for each other in some way or another. 

Everyone in the world is different in 
not just race, but by their personality, 
religion, ethnicity and culture. Embrace 
this! It is what strengthens us and 
enables us to accept changes and 
variations. Difference is the one thing 
in the entire world that will force you to 
actually open your eyes and look out at 
the world from a different perspective. 

On the evening of November 15th, around 
a dozen of us from the Pike C.A.R.E. Club 
went to a dance at the Northeast Arc in 
Danvers. Northeast Arc is an organization 
that helps children and adults with 
developmental disabilities including 
autism. We were all a little nervous 
because we did not know what to expect, 
but in the end we all had a great time. For 
example, we got a chance to talk to and 
dance with a boy named Brian. He told us 
he was having a lot of fun and really liked 
Northeast Arc. We think that everyone 

at the dance had a wonderful time and 
the evening lived up to one of Northeast 
Arcs main goals which is to “Create and 
foster an environment in which people 
of all backgrounds and abilities can 
communicate openly and respectfully, 
and learn from each other.”

Sometimes you learn about differences 
by experience, and other times by 
example. The goal of C.A.R.E, F.W.D., 
and Multicultural Group is to learn 
about these differences and then talk, 
explore and volunteer to further enhance 
our experience. Pike strives to promote 
diversity and the acceptance of everyone 
in a community, and that all differences, 
whether it is a physical or cognitive 
disability or just something that stands 
out in a person, should be accepted and 
celebrated. These groups let the students 
of Pike have a chance to learn and be 
involved in their community, so we 
can go on to become caring, respectful 
individuals who continue to make a 
difference in the lives of others.

Upper School Students Reflect 
on Diversity

Members of Pike’s student group C.A.R.E.
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The Pike community participated in 
a number of programs and events in 
support of Lazarus House Ministries, 
a local nonprofit organization 
that seeks to break the cycle of 
poverty in the Merrimack Valley. 
Pike students and families donated 
generously to the organization’s 
annual food drive, supported a 
team for the annual five-mile “Hike 
for Hope” walk, and donated gifts 
to local boys and girls through the 
Lazarus House Giving Tree.

Pike Supports Lazarus 
House Ministries 
Throughout Fall 
and Winter

Photo: The Lazarus House Giving Tree

The Pike community came out in droves to Phillips Academy’s 
(PA) Harrison Rink on November 1st to support Pike in its 
second annual sled hockey game with The Northeast Passage. 

The event raised more than $2,000 for 
the nonprofit organization, which offers 
a wide range of services for individuals 
with disabilities through adaptive sports 
and recreation. Donations will go toward 
purchasing one or more new sleds for 
The Northeast Passage.

“We thank the Pike community for 
making this event a great success,” 
said Physical Educator/Experiential 
Educator Lori Goldenberg, who 
coordinated the event. 

“It was great to see so many spectators 
at the rink and many others also helped 
to make this event successful.”

Head of School Muddy Waters and 
Upper School Latin Teacher Paul 
Heinze joined members of the PA 
hockey team to take on The Northeast 
Passage’s sled hockey team. The 
Northeast Passage came out on top, 7-1, 
despite some great progress by the Pike/
PA squad from a year ago. Following 
the event, Pike and PA families enjoyed 

a free skate on the ice. In all, the 
evening was a great opportunity to come 
together as a community in support of a 
worthy organization.

“You wonder if something like that ever 
happened to you and you lost the ability 
to be active, what would you do?” said 
Waters. “It shows you can find a way 
to overcome, even when difficult things 
happen. It’s great for our students to see 
these kids not just coping, but excelling.”

Pike Raises More Than $2K for Northeast Passage
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Teachers Sarah Bardo (Pre-K), Maggie O’Brien (Grade 1) and Carolyn 
Tobey (Grade 1) attended Responsive Classroom training during the summer 
of 2013. The goals of the Responsive Classroom approach are to build positive 
community, provide engaging academics and to use effective management.

Director of Admission Angela Brown 
authored a chapter on the role of the 
diversity practitioner in The National 
Association of Independent Schools 
(NAIS) book, Diversity Work in 
Independent School, the organization’s 
first comprehensive resource that 
offers thoughtful guidance for 
school heads and trustees. Brown’s 
chapter was entitled, “Thoughts on 
Understanding and Defining the 
Practitioner’s Role.” 

Upper School Music Teacher Chris 
Desjardins earned a master’s degree in 
music technology from Indiana University-
Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI) 
last summer.

A number of Pike faculty and staff members attended the Edtech Teacher iPad 
Summit in Boston, Mass., in November, 2013. Pike representatives included: Susan 
Bruce, Bob Hutchings, Stephanie Mauge, Telly Jorden, Betsy DeVries, Tim 
Johnson, Chris Vivier, Liza Waters, Kavita Mundra, Rob Smith, Carolyn 
Tobey, Hilary Munroe, Gary Henning, Rich Noll, Jenn Elkin, Margaret 
Szegvari, Becky Miller, Ed Santella and Colm Eliet.

Head of Lower School Jenn Elkin 
earned an advanced certificate in 
school safety training through the 
A.L.I.C.E. Training Institute in 
January, 2014. She also attended 
the AISNE conferences on 
“Bullying” (October, 2013) and “The 
Changing Role of Division Heads” 
(spring, 2013).

Second Grade Teacher Zoe 
Hastings and her husband, Upper 
School Music Teacher Chris 
Desjardins, performed at the 
Massachusetts 9/11 Fund Memorial, 
held at the Massachusetts State 
House on September 11, 2013. 
Hastings sang “For Good” from the 
musical Wicked with Desjardins 
accompanying on the piano.

Athletic Director/Physical Education Teacher Wendy Hammond attended a 
two-day conference entitled, P.A.S.S. (Physically Active School Systems), on 
Nov. 21-22, 2013, in Cromwell, Conn., sponsored by The Connecticut Association 
of Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. The main focus of the 
conference was to increase awareness about the connection between mind and 
body and to provide information about how “movement can contribute to improved 
cognition, instruction, retention, motivation, attention and engagement in the 
learning process.” The keynote address was given by Dr. Jean Blaydes-Madigan, 
an internationally known expert in the field of “Brain-Based Learning 
through Movement.” 

In August of 2013, Physical Educator/
Experiential Educator Lori 
Goldenberg spent a week at the 
Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health in 
Stockbridge, Mass. She was able to 
participate in a yoga course and bring 
back new ideas to Pike’s current yoga 
curriculum. She is currently teaching 
an elective course to Upper School 
students called “The History and 
Physiology of Yoga.”

Upper School Latin Teacher Paul 
Heinze served as the Master 
Latin Teacher at the Association 
of Independent Schools in New 
England’s (AISNE) “New Teacher 
Workshop” on October 4, 2013, 
at Phillips Academy. This is the 
fourth-consecutive year Heinze has 
conducted the workshop.

Fourth Grade Teacher Sharon Libront earned a certificate for attending both Reading 
and Writing Institutes at the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project in New York 
City, spearheaded by Lucy Calkins, in 2013.

Pre-Kindergarten Teacher 
Tim Johnson attended a 
conference entitled, “Tech 
for the Early Years,” held 
at the Erikson Institute 
in Chicago. The Erikson 
Institute, a private graduate 
school and research center, 
was established in response 
to the critical need for early 
childhood professionals to 
staff the nation’s expanding 
programs for young children. 
Johnson was particularly 
interested in learning how 
to use iPad technology in his 
teaching of literacy in Pre-K.

Physical Education Teacher Carlos 
O’Donnell received his master’s degree in 
athletic administration in the fall of 2013.

Upper School History Teacher Bob Hutchings directed the workshop “Mastering The Art 
Of Original Oratory” for the National Junior Forensic League’s middle school speech and 
debate coaches in October, 2013, in Wisconsin. Hutchings also serves as the current director 
of the Massachusetts Middle School Forensic League and as the director on the Board of the 
National Junior Forensic League. He is a board member of the Massachusetts High School 
Speech and Debate League and the Middle School Forensic League.

Faculty & StaFF NewS
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Head of School Muddy Waters and his wife, Upper School Math Teacher 
Liza Waters, attended the Elementary School Heads Association’s annual 
conference in Houston, Texas, in October, 2013. They heard some inspiring 
presentations and led small group discussions on the role of the head’s spouse/
significant other and the life of the experienced (20+ year) head.

Math Coach Becky Miller attended the 
Singapore Mathematics Summer Content 
Institute at Worcester State University, 
which included special guest Richard Bisk, 
one of the authors of Math in Focus. She 
also participated in Greg Tang’s “Math for 
Struggling Learners.” In addition to her 
role at Pike, Miller teaches elementary 
school mathematics at Lesley University.

Advancement Associate Cara M. Kennedy performed in ACT Theater 
Company’s production of the blockbuster musical Les Misérables in the fall 
of 2013. Kennedy played the role of Madame Thénardier. This was the first 
full, local production ever to be performed by a non-equity company. The 
show featured a cast of over 80 adults and children, including Pike student, 
Dierdre O’Rourke, who played Little Cosette, and her mother, Sally 
O’Rourke. Cara has been performing with ACT since 2008 and currently 
serves on its board, and is also the executive producer of the ACT Jr. and ACT 
Kids programs. 

Lower School/Middle School Art teacher Emily Sandagata exhibited her artwork at 
the Davis Gallery in Worcester, Mass., from November 15, 2013 through February 7, 
2014. The title of this two-person exhibition, which she developed with her husband, 
Robb Sandagata, was “Unearthed.” The artwork included sculptures that Emily 
created during the past 3 years.

Fifth Grade Teacher Kim Sheehy 
attended a five-day summer 
institute on the teaching of writing 
at Columbia University’s Teaching 
College in June, 2013.

Upper School Science Teacher Rob Smith earned his C.A.G.S. 
in educational leadership from American International College 
in Springfield, Mass., in December, 2013. He will be attending 
the N.S.T.A. (National Science Teachers Association) National 
Conference in Boston this spring.  

Fourth Grade Teacher Mary Spaulding attended 
the “Singapore Math: Strategies that Work in Every 
Classroom” workshop in Manchester, N.H., on 
November 5, 2013.

Third Grade Teacher Charlene Voorhees 
attended “Singapore Math: Strategies That 
Work in Every Classroom” December 16-
17, 2013, in Springfield, Mass.

Patricia “Patty” Dunnell, a former 
resident of Center Sandwich, N.H., 
and Concord and North Andover, 
Mass., died June 12, 2013 at 
Forestview Manor in Meredith, N.H., 
at the age of 80 after a brief battle 
with cancer. 

Mrs. Dunnell devoted her life to her love of teaching 
others, which she did at the Pike School in Andover, 
Mass., for 20 years. She was actively involved at 
Brooks School as a faculty wife and dormitory mother, 
organizing faculty and alumni teas, working in the 
Dramatics Department and hosting student dinners. 
She leaves behind countless grateful students and 
faculty peers. She was a beloved wife and mother 
who is survived by her husband of 54 years, William 
W. Dunnell III; her three children, William IV ’74, 
Caroline ’80 and Jacob ’81 and their spouses; and her 
two granddaughters.

In Memoriam
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1950s
’51  Nancy Eastham Iacobucci ’51 writes, 
“Frank and I had the joy of welcoming our 
eighth grandchild in early February, 2013, 
a beautiful little girl named Emily. She 
is the daughter of our elder son Andrew 
and his wife Kristin, and she is named for 
Andrew’s godmother, my cousin Emily 
Heald. Big brother Jake and big sister Tess 
are besotted, as are Frank and I. Emily has 
already visited her Italian relatives, since we 
took our entire family on a marvelous trip 
to Calabria, Italy, in August. Although the 
other seven grandchildren were wonderfully 
behaved, Emily still won the ‘camper of the 
week’ award!” 

’59  Karla Haartz Cortelyou ’59 writes, 
“My son Chris, recently had a daughter, 
Maya. He and his wife have moved to 
Houston, TX where he is working as an 
accountant. In June of 2014 I am leaving 
Maret after 21 years in order to become an 
‘itinerant math teacher.’ I would like to do 
long-term substitute teaching for people 
on maternity/paternity leave, sabbatical 
leave, health leave, or who have just left. I 
know how hard it is to get good fill-ins so 
that students will not have their education 
disrupted. I am willing to travel anywhere-
U.S. or abroad.”

1960s

Dana Keller ’66

’66  Dana Keller ’66, Ph.D., recently 
invented the Pulmonica, a pulmonary 
harmonica designed for use by non-
musicians. The Pulmonica improves 
breathing by creating low-frequency pulses 
that help loosen congestion while promoting 
deep belly-breathing. Combining his 
backgrounds as a healthcare researcher, 
musician, machinist and entrepreneur, Dana 
created a product to help anyone who wants 
to improve his or her breathing. 

’69  Christopher Andrews ’69 writes, 
“Debbie and I enjoy having our two 
grandsons, Peter and Tom, and our niece, 
Jessica (a Pike fifth grader), living nearby 
in Andover, a few houses away from 
each other.” 

’69  Anne Spader Byerly ’69 writes, “Got 
a haircut... got a cold... this summer and fall 
we had a houseful of friends that needed a 
place to live, so forget the empty nest! But 
our own offspring had other places to be - 
Lily teaching in Wellesley, Mass., Maisy 
studying in Kunming, China. This spring, 
Lily will be figuring out the next steps in 
her future plans, while Maisy returns to 
Oberlin College for another 1.5 years. I 
continue to love teaching Kindergarten girls 
in Manhattan, and my husband Paul has 
followed me there, teaching first grade boys.” 

’69  Anthony Guarente ’69 has retired 
from teaching from the Belmont Public 
Schools after teaching grade 6 for 35 years.

1970s
’70  Forrest Titcomb ’70 writes, “I am 
living in Colorado and have three kids in 
college. I will be working for a bit longer!” 

’71  Marianne Daniels Guarino ’71 writes 
“Hi everyone! In February I am going to be 
a grandmother. We had our first wedding in 

June 2012 and now a baby. Our four children 
range in age from 24 and a half to just 30! 
After leaving Lawrence Public School in 
2007 for a time to teach in a charter school 
in Somerville I came back to Lawrence 
in 2011. I think about Pike School and 
the wonderful times playing field hockey, 
basketball and lacrosse. Happy and healthy 
new year to everyone.” 

’71  George Pappas Pappadopoulos ’71 
has been mostly living in Toronto for the last 
couple of years but Boston is still home. Still 
in touch with Scott McKusick ’71 (Fuzzy).  

 John Margolis ’74

’74  For John Margolis ’74, 2013 was a year 
of transformations for mind, body and soul. 
John enters the 20th year of his residential 
architectural practice outside of Boston on 
the historic North Shore in Beverly Farms, 
Mass., where he lives with his basset hound 
Rufus. While he is hopeful the construction 
market will improve, he was just re-elected 
as the New England Chapter President of 
the Institute of Classical Architecture & 

Classmates and friends Gael Grant ’51 and Nancy Eastham Iacobucci ’51 
reunite in Andover to visit the “new” Pike and enjoy a tour of the “old” Pike, 
formerly located on Hidden Road.

’51
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Art (ICAA). He emceed its annual Bulfinch 
Awards at the Massachusetts State House 
in November to celebrate all things classical. 
He continues his long-term commitment 
on the National Council at Washington 
University, and has served for many years 
on the boards of kids summer camp Agassiz 
Village, Maine, and more recently at the 
Montserrat College of Art, Beverly, Mass. 
Meanwhile, John tired of the middle-age 
spare tire, lost 25 lbs in 10 weeks in time for 
a fitness competition and placed. After many 
years of limbo, John completed his Mikveh 
ceremony for Jewish conversion in Newton 
this past summer.

1980s
’81  Susanna Harwood-Rubin ’81 is 
an artist-yogi-writer and has been wildly 
busy in 2013, including writing regularly 
for the Huffington Post, Rebelle Society, 
Elephant Journal, Origin Magazine, and 
Yoganonymous, among other publications. 
She also exhibited a drawing in a traveling 
museum show called Art=Text=Art, most 
recently in Iceland, and launched her new 
website: SusannaHarwoodRubin.com! 

’87  Kier Byrnes ’87 is a musician with the 
Boston-based band, Three Day Threshold 
has recently opened for acts like Zac 
Brown Band, Avett Brothers and Old Crow 
Medicine Show. Some venues that he’s 
performed at are the Jim Beam Distillery, 
Country Music Hall of Fame in Nashville 
and a Belgian prison. Also, Kier just 
celebrated his son’s first birthday. 

FroM leFt to right: 
George ousler ’89, Ingrid ousler, 
nicole ousler ’84, Bryson Lang,

 Heidi ousler Lang’87, Deanna ousler, 
Kristen ousler Sanchez ’83, Frank Sanchez

’87  Heidi Ousler Lang ’87 married Bryson 
Lang on July 21, 2012, at her family’s home 
in North Andover, Mass. Heidi is in her 
16th year teaching inner city students in 
Lawrence, Mass. Her husband, Bryson, 
is an entertainer and musician. They 
live in Andover, Mass., as well as Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

’88  Jonathan Velishka ’88 was recently 
promoted to Lt. Colonel in the US Army. 
LTC Velishka has been married to his wife 
Tiffany for 17 years, and has two children, 
Arthur, age 13, and Julia, age 11. 

’89  Annemarie Sheehan Baker ’89 
writes, “I am living in Beverly, Mass., with 
my husband Chris and our two daughters 
Emma Elizabeth (age 2) and Ave Marie 
(age 1).” 

’89  Michael Sullivan ’89 writes “My wife 
(Katie) and I are living in North Andover 
with two boys, Mikey (7) and James (5). This 
spring, we’re enjoying both boys’ soccer and 
baseball teams!” 

’89  Morgan von Prelle Pecelli ’89 
received her Ph.D. in anthropology from 
Columbia University in 2011. She is vice 
president of institutional advancement at 
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council.

1990s
’93  Dylan von Prelle Pecelli ’93 received 
his B.S. in computer science in 2001 from 
RPI. He is a lead engineer at MITRE 
Corporation. He is also a new dad. 

 Future Piker - little Sal Bellia

’93  Salvatore Bellia ’94 and Laura Bellia 
are proud to announce the birth of their son, 
Salvatore Luciano Bellia, on December 7, 
2012. They both look forward to becoming 
Pike parents in the years to come. 

’96  Cadence Dubus ’96 is a business 
owner in Brooklyn, a pilates/personal 
training studio called Brooklyn Strength. 

2000s
’00  Margaret Dallett ’00 has been working 
in international development – primarily 
focused on Africa – since graduation from 
Vassar in 2008. She received her M.A. in 
international economics from the School 
for Advanced International Studies in D.C. 
Having worked with several organizations  
in the field – including in Camaroon  
and Ghana – Meg is now a business 
development specialist with Fintrac  
in D.C., implementing agricultural  
programs worldwide. 

’01  Madeleine Dubus ’01 is a 
writer and teacher, teaching as an adjunct, 
getting her M.F.A. and perhaps a Ph.D.
 in the future. 

’01  Marissa Herskowitz ’01 writes, “I 
have lived in Tel Aviv for almost four years. 
During the first two years I completed a 
master’s degree and now I work in a high-
tech company. Time flies, I can’t believe I 
graduated from Pike in 2001, it seems like a 
lifetime ago!”

’01  Melanie Kress ’01 received a master’s 
degree in critial art theory from Goldsmith’s 
College, University of London. She will 
be starting a new job in January 2014 
as assistant curator at the High Line 
in Manhattan. 

Congratulations to Daniel Koh ’99 
on his new appointment as Chief 
of Staff to Boston’s new Mayor, 
Martin J. Walsh.

’99
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’01  Arianna Warsaw-Fan ’01 has 
teamed up with cellist Meta Weiss to 
comprise duoW (www.duow.us), and one 
of their goals is to bring classical music 
to younger audiences. An advocate for 
innovation in the classical music world, 
she has recently received media attention 
for her music video “Ghosts and Flowers: 
The Handel-Halvorsen Passacaglia,” in 
which she appears with cellist Meta Weiss 
and actor Michael Chernus. First-place 
winner of the Juilliard concerto competition 
and the American Opera Society String 
competition, and prizewinner in the Corpus 
Christi International String Competition 
and NTDTV’s International Violin 
Competitions, among other competitions, 
Arianna was also an ARTS winner with 
the National Foundation for Advancement 
in the Arts. 

’02  Marisa Rodriguez-McGill ’02 is a 
transportation planner in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. She is planning and designing 
alternative transportation access to 
the first Urban Wildlife Refuge in the 
Southwest, Valle de Oro NWR. 

’03  Claire Abisalih ’03 writes, “Hi Pike 
Community! I’ve been living in Philly for 
the past six months or so, working full 
time as a ninth-grade English teacher in 
an urban charter school and attending a 
master’s program part-time at UPenn. It’s 
been an extremely busy fall and I’m ready 
for a similarly action-packed 2014, but if 
anyone is in the Philadelphia, New York, 
Baltimore or D.C. area and would like to 
meet up, please feel free to reach out! It’s 
always good to (re)connect with other 
Pike alums!” 

’04  Lydia Dallett ’04 graduated from 
Princeton University in 2012. In college, 
she contribued to campus dialogue on 
women’s issues through the EqualWriters.
org blog, acting in the Triangle Show and 
other productions, and through her thesis 
on female combat soldiers. She is now in 
Manhattan, working in film production 
with Just Vision, which generates 
awareness of and support for Palestinians 
and Israelis pursuing peace through non-
violent means. 

’04  William Kavanagh ’04 writes, 
“Following a six month training program 
in North Carolina, I am pleased to 
announce that my job as a systems analyst 
with Fidelity Investments has moved to 
Merrimack, N.H., where I’ll be working on 
setting application development strategy 
in addition to other projects for the 
institutional side of the business. As such, 
I packed up and moved from Raleigh to 
Nashua just before Christmas.” 

’04  Wendy Mellin ’04 has enjoyed 
working at Mount Holyoke College in her 
first year after graduation. She traveled to 
Europe this past fall! 

’06  Victoria Wilmarth ’05 writes, “After 
four years in North Carolina, I am moving 
to Boston at the end of this summer to 
start full-time work. My time in the South 
and abroad made it difficult for me to stay 
engaged with Pike. However, I am looking 
forward to moving back to Massachusetts 
and would love to support the Pike  
alumni community. 

’08  Louisa Dallett ’08 took a sabbatical 
from academics for the 2012-2013 year. 
She worked in Andover while assistant 
directing Andover Youth Services 
production of The Hobbit during the fall. 
She spent the spring in Hanoi, working in 
the Kindergarten classroom of a Buddhist 
orphanage. She traveled throughout 
Northern Vietnam on weekends, and made 
numerous friends from all over the world. 
Louisa is attending the College of Wooster 
in Ohio. 

’09  Maddie Burns ’09 won the Chamber 
Singers Award and the Athletics-Riding 
Cup at the 2013 Dana Hall Class Day. 

’09  Sarah Dumont ’09 attended 
Gettysburg College and was awarded the 
Herkey Athletic Award for determination 
and sportsmanship from Dana Hall 
upon graduation. 

After playing on Princeton’s golf 
team for four years (and serving 
as captain his senior season), 
Evan Harmeling ’03 turned 
professional, shortly before his June 
commencement. He was on the 
cover of the Winter 2013-14 edition 
of MassGolfer, not only celebrating 
his big Mass Open (MGA) win, but 
also for giving back. Evan pledged 
to donate the $15,000 winning 
purse to The One Fund Boston, to 
assist those affected by the Boston 
Marathon bombings.

’03

’09  Alex Meyers ’09 is attending the 
Villanova School of Business. He writes, 
“Hope everyone is well!” 

’10  Emily Dumont ’10 finished her 
year strong – voted by her peers for the 
Junior Class Leadership award and is a 
tri-varsity co-captain this year (soccer, 
basketball, lacrosse) at the 2013 Dana 
Hall Class Day. 

Alumna speaker, Rachel Bolton ’09, 
inspires Pike graduates during Pike’s 
2013 Commencement Exercises. 

’09
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mariSa rodriguez-mCgill ’02 

WAnTS To ConTRIBUTE To THE 

REVITALIZATIon oF DoWnToWn 

ALBUQUERQUE, nEW MExICo BY 

BRInGInG RESIDEnTS oUT oF THE 

CITY AnD InTo THE SoUTHWEST’S 

FIRST URBAn REFUGE, VALLE DE oRo 

nATIonAL WILDLIFE REFUGE (nWR). 

As a transportation planner for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 
Marisa works with biologists, hydrologists, ornithologists, 
engineers and city officials to develop an eco-friendly route 
from Albuquerque to the refuge. According to the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, “The refuge will fulfill the goals of President 
Obama’s America’s Great Outdoors initiative to work with 
community partners to establish a 21st century conservation 
ethic and reconnect people, especially young people, to the 
natural world.”

The 570-acre refuge, 75 percent of which has been secured, 
promises to be an environmental education destination where 
local children and their parents will learn what nature has 
to offer just outside the city. Today, the refuge is an irrigated 
alfalfa farm that feeds local livestock, but landscape architects 
and environmental scientists are working to restore native 
habitats to the area. “A Bobolink was just spotted at the refuge 
for the first time,” says Marisa. “We’re hoping the refuge 
becomes a catalyst for improving the education system here.” 
Once complete, the trail will become a gateway to another world 
where wildlife flourishes.

Even though the Valle de Oro is only seven miles south of the 
city, getting people to and from the refuge is no small task. 
Right now, the only way to get there is by traveling along a 
busy highway that is the city’s primary trucking route for 
bringing fresh produce and other goods into the city. “I didn’t 

mariSa rodriguez-mCgill ’02

An Ally to the Environment

aluMNi ProFile
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“PUBLIC InPUT IS VITAL To THE 

PLAnnInG oF THE REFUGE AnD 

THE TRAnSPoRTATIon,” SAYS 

MARISA. “I TELL THEM THIS IS 

your REFUGE.”

Marisa Rodriguez-McGill ’02 presented her project at the Transportation Research Board’s 
93rd Annual Meeting, held in January 2014 in Washington, D.C. 

understand the power of this project 
until I started working on it,” says 
Marisa. What began as a fellowship 
that ended in April has now become 
a passion of Marisa’s – to design a 
multi-use trail where people can 
travel safely by bus, car, bike and 
even on foot to Valle de Oro NWR. 

Building the trail from Albuquerque 
to Valle de Oro requires two skills 
that she learned at Pike – the 
ability to think creativity and a love 
of learning. “In Mrs. Harmeling’s 
and Mrs. Lonero’s Spanish classes, 
we could make music videos and 
commercials to show what we had 
learned instead of just writing an 
essay or taking a quiz,” says Marisa. 
“In Mrs. Cameron’s science class, we 
found ways to captivate our peers 
by performing our experiments as a 
series of magic tricks.” Today, Marisa 
is putting those skills to use as she 
works to garner public support and 
funding for the trail and the refuge. 
She creates visual experiences that 

take the mystery out of the equation 
and offer solutions that work for 
everyone. “Public input is vital to 
the planning of the refuge and the 
transportation,” says Marisa. “I tell 
them this is your refuge.”

Marisa attended Pike from Pre-
Kindergarten through Grade 8 and 
remembers being happy in every 
grade. “Pike was such a small school. 
It was easy to know a little bit about 
everybody. I felt like I had a shared 
connection with everyone, and I still 
feel that way,” says Marisa. After 
Pike, she attended boarding school at 
St. George’s School in Rhode Island 
and then headed to Colorado College 
to major in romance languages. “I can 
still decline the 5th declension neuter 
nouns that I learned in Mr. Heinze’s 
seventh grade Latin class,” says 
Marisa. In 2012, she got her master’s 
in urban planning from The Edward 
J. Bloustein School at Rutgers 
University. After her work at the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service in the 

Valle de Oro, Marisa has her sights 
set on returning to New England to 
study environmental management 
and urban ecology. She also hopes 
to return to Pike soon. “I would 
like to visit Pike to walk the new 
circumference trail with students,” 
says Marisa. Though her educational 
path has taken her to places far 
away from Pike, her Pike experience 
remains close. She even manages to 
bring the same book with her that 
she and her classmates read in Mrs. 
Maqubela’s 5th grade class – The 
Westing Game by Ellen Raskin – and 
reads it every year.
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Q   What grades did you attend Pike?
a   I was late to the Pike party. I was only 

there foreighth and ninth grades, but the 
friends I made there are still some of my 
closest friends.

Q   What did you gain by staying for Pike 9?
a   A lot. I was pretty quiet in eighth grade, but in 

ninth grade at Pike, I came out of my shell.  
Maybe attribute that to the smaller class 
size or the Chewonki trip. At the end of the 
year I was very shocked (and somewhat 
embarrassed) to win “Most Popular” in the 
yearbook. As there were only roughly 12 
guys in my class, it doesn’t say that much, 
but it was a nice surprise. I really wanted to 
win class clown but my friend nick LaPierre 
took that honor. To this day I go back and 
forth with nick requesting for a recount.

Q   Where did you go after Pike?
a   Brooks.

Q   What did you enjoy most at Brooks? 
a particular class? an area of study?

a   What drew me to Brooks was the small class 
size that I experienced at Pike. It’s an 
amazing place and I am grateful for the 
opportunity my parents gave me to be able 
to study there.

Q   you attended the College of holy Cross – 
what was your area of study there?

a   I was a biology major at Holy Cross but with 
all the music courses I took as electives, 
I should have tried for a double major in 
retrospect. After Holy Cross, I got my MBA 
and later, a doctorate in law and policy at 
northeastern. I don’t consider myself an 
academic though; I just like to know enough 
to be dangerous.

Q   tell us about you and your band, three
day threshold? how long have you
been together?

a   Many years now. I can’t believe I still 
play music and count my blessings for the 
opportunities I have had and each new 
opportunity that comes up.

Q   What type of music/musician inspires you?
a   I’m the kind of guy who will listen to just 

about anything. Musicians who work hard 
and who are organized inspire me.

Q   What was it like to perform at the Country
music hall of Fame?

a   It was surreal.  I was honored just to be in 
that hallowed space. on a side note, I ran 
into Stan Lee and Henry Winkler just before 
the performance. As a big comic book fan, 
I was star struck. I was also surprised about 
how small The Fonz was in person.

roCkiN’ aNd rolliN’

Q&A 
with Kier Byrnes ’87

PHoTo BY CARLY oTnESS
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“I can’T bElIEvE I sTIll play musIc and counT my 

blEssIngs for ThE opporTunITIEs I havE had 

and Each nEw opporTunITy ThaT comEs up.”

Kier Byrnes ’87, founding member and front 
man for the band Three Day Threshold.

Q   you’ve opened for several well-known 
country bands. do you have a favorite 
band or experience from the road? 

a   Ha, I don’t know if a lot of them are fit for the 
Quill, but we have had some crazy rides. 
I’ve played with national acts of many 
different genres over the years; Zac Brown 
Band, Avett Brothers, Social Distortion even 
Quiet Riot. We have played in 19 different 
countries, including a USo trip to the Middle 
East for the troops.  once we even played 
a Johnny Cash-style gig at a Belgian prison.  
one of my favorite personal trips however, 
was getting flown out to the Clermont, 
Kentucky to perform at the house of Fred 
noe, great grandson and Master Distiller of 
Jim Beam.

Q   you’ve won many awards including 
“Best local Band” by Boston magazine 
and “Best Stage Presence” by WBz tV 
a&e. is there an award/accomplishment 
that you are particularly proud of?

a   That we made it through that weekend 
at Fred noe’s place. He had us sampling 
his personal collection of bourbon and it 
was amazing.

Q   on another note: you’re a dad! What’s 
that like?!

a   It’s an awesome ride. It’s like I see the 
world in a whole new color now and it’s 
wonderful.  Fortunately working late nights 
and being a bit sleep deprived is common 
in the music industry, so I was all warmed 
up to deal with the lack of sleep inherent in 
child raising. And yes, when he gets older, 
I’m hoping to send him to Pike. 

Q   Back to Pike – do you still keep in contact 
with any classmates?

a   Absolutely. Some of my closest friends 
are from Pike. nick LaPierre, Amy Lundstrom, 
Ben Latham, Steve Scully, Jason Gesing, 
Constantine Valhouli and Beej Das, to 
name a few.

Q   What is your favorite memory from Pike? 
any faculty members stick out in 
your mind?

a   So many great memories from there. I 
loved Mr. Hopkins, our English teacher. 
 Mrs. Bhan for history, Miss Smith for French,  
Mrs. Steinbrink for Science, Mrs. Logan and 
Mr. Frothingham for math and Mr. Morris for 
when I got in trouble.  All great people, I  
liked them very much. My friend and 
classmate, Mark Cavalaro actually was the 
first person to teach me guitar, so in a way,  
I have him to blame/thank for my career in 
the music industry.

Q   What do you think is the most significant 
knowledge, skill, or value you retained 
from your Pike experience?

a   Though I may have groaned a bit about it, 
I’m glad Pike had a summer reading list. It 
kicked my butt into reading a ton of books.  
And, I’m really glad I did as most of the books 
I read have now been made into movies and 
I can smugly say that the book was better 
in conversations with my friends. HA! I also 
loved participating in the sports teams.  I had 
never played organized hockey or soccer 
before Pike. now, I wish I still did!

Q   how has your Pike experience 
contributed to your success today?

a   In all seriousness, one of the biggest 
takeaways from my time at Pike was gaining 
confidence to try things and when I failed, 
the strength to get back up and try again. 
It also provided me with an unparalleled 
support group of peers whom I’m lucky 
enough to still call to this day my friends.

Q   and finally, is there anything else you’d 
like to mention?

a   Seriously, if someone could recount those 
class clown votes. no way was nick 
that funny.
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50 yearS later: 

A Pike Alumnus Remembers 
the JFK Assassination

This past November marked the 50th anniversary of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
in Dallas, Texas. On that historic day, Dan Currie ’65 was a seventh grade student at Pike. In honor of 
the event, Currie recalled the hours immediately following the tragedy and the impact it had on him 
and the Pike community:

toP: Pike students gather in the basement of 
the school’s former location at 5 Porter Road 
to hear news of the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy on november 22, 1963.

BottoM: The Pike School flag flying at half 
mast following news of President Kennedy’s 
assassination.

On Friday, November 22, 1963, 

I was a 12-year-old seventh 

grader at The Pike School in 

Andover, Mass. Sometime around two 

o’clock that afternoon, the whole school 

was unexpectedly instructed to gather in the 

basement auditorium. Then William harding, 

the headmaster of the pre-prep day school 

(that was still housed in an old, converted 

Victorian mansion at 5 Porter Road before it 

would be moved to a new, modern location 

in Andover the following year) called the 

assembly to order. I’ll never forget what 

happened next. Mr. harding said: “Today is a 

very historic day.” And before he could utter 

another word, I thought to myself for some 

strange reason: “Great! They have found a 

treasure chest under the front steps of the 

school.” But instead, his next words were: 

“The President of the United States has  

been assassinated.”

Like everyone, I was completely stunned. My 

subsequent memories are sketchy. Students 

were told to return to their homerooms 

from where we would be dismissed for the 

weekend. I remember being one of the last 

to exit the auditorium and, as I did, I looked 

to the back of the room where most of the 

faculty usually sat. There, seeming so alone, 

was my English teacher Mrs. Graber whom I 

liked very much because she was young and 

nice and pretty (to me, she looked a little like 

Olive Oyl, Popeye’s girlfriend, which was a 

good thing). As she stared into the sudden 

vacant distance, I had never seen anyone 

look so sad and I felt very sorry for her.

I returned to Mr. Stevens’ homeroom on 

the second floor. I don’t believe I spoke to 

anyone, or that anyone spoke directly to me, 

for the next two-and-a-half hours or so. I do 

recall hearing Mr. Stevens, a math teacher, 

discuss with someone something about a 

sniper, and a rifle, and an elevated window. 

But I just wanted to be home with my father 

and mother. Accomplishing that involved 

a daily routine of being driven in a school 

van for about a half hour to where I would 

be dropped off in the park at the corner 

of Nesmith and Andover Streets in Lowell, 

where usually my Mum would promptly pick 

me up. On this day, I had to wait longer than 

expected. Every minute seemed like an hour. 

Finally, my Dad and Mum pulled up with my 

sisters in the car. All I remember next is that 

I immediately lost it. I burst into inconsolable 

tears, which years later I shamefully 

realized must have intensified my family’s 

unimaginable grief. I think I then spent much 

of the following three days huddled in the 

spare bedroom of my Uncle Larry and Aunt 

Mary Joy McCartin’s house on Belmont 

Avenue in Lowell, with my knees two inches 

from a black and white TV.

The next thing I remember it was Sunday 

afternoon around 12:30. My Dad was 

playing baseball with friends and neighbors 

in the yard at our house at 17 high Street 

in Chelmsford. Dad was slugging the ball 

a mile. Then Mum opened her bedroom 

window to tell us that Lee harvey Oswald 

had just been shot. I remember thinking: 

Good (although it was not). The game went 

on. But nothing would ever be the same.
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PierCarlo ValdeSolo ’95 

HAS TWo TAKEAWAYS FRoM 

PIKE – A LIFE LESSon AnD A BEST 

FRIEnD. HE IS In HIS THIRD YEAR 

AS ASSISTAnT PRoFESSoR oF 

PSYCHoLoGY AT CLAREMonT 

MCKEnnA CoLLEGE In CALIFoRnIA 

WHERE HE TEACHES CoURSES on 

SoCIAL AnD MoRAL PSYCHoLoGY 

AnD RUnS THE MoRAL EMoTIonS 

AnD TRUST LAB (“AFFECTIonATELY 

KnoWn AS THE MEATLAB”). 

“This may sound odd to those who like to have clear lines 
between the office and the rest of their lives, but I love that I 
can take much of my work with me wherever I go. I’m in many 
ways paid to think, and I can do this while going for a run, or 
making dinner, or lying on the beach, or staring blankly into 
space at a coffee shop,” said Piercarlo. “Of course, I also love 
interacting with highly motivated and engaged students. That’s 
the icing on the cake.” He has been studying negative behaviors 
in social relationships for more than a decade.

Piercarlo attended Pike from Kindergarten through eighth 
grade and still carries with him a valuable lesson he learned 
early in his educational journey. “Hard work doesn’t, and 
shouldn’t, always pay off in the short-term,” said Piercarlo. 
“This only became clear in retrospect. As a student I wanted 
to receive immediate rewards for all my efforts. Of course, this 
didn’t happen. Learning to deal with that kind of frustration 
and ultimately seeing benefits unfold over time helped prepare 
me for all kinds of professional challenges.” The memory that 
sticks out in his mind is not his favorite but nonetheless, it 
shaped how he sees the world. “In Mr. Purington’s seventh 
grade math class he taught us about fractals, and on the 
ensuing test I got the lowest grade I had ever received on any 
graded work. Stunned, I mumbled, ‘You gave me a 76,’ to which 
he responded, ‘You earned a 76.’”

While his interest in social psychology did not begin at Pike, one 
cannot help but wonder if he was analyzing the social behaviors 
of his peers on the playgrounds and in the classrooms during 
the nine years he attended. “My introduction to psychology 

aluMNi ProFile

PierCarlo ValdeSolo ’95

For Valdesolo ’95, Pike offered Life 
Lessons and a Lifelong Friendship
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course at Amherst College turned 
me onto the topic. I was particularly 
struck by social psychology. All the 
challenges and anxieties of navigating 
social life that seemed so important in 
high school and college were explained 
with a kind of detached objectivity 
that I found very comforting and 
insightful,” said Piercarlo. He wrote 
his senior thesis on the topic of 
jealousy in close relationships. 
This project led him to pursue 
graduate school.

“During this process, I learned 
that one of the most well-respected 
researchers in the field worked at 
Northeastern. As a Boston native 
this was very exciting, so I applied 
to work with him and ended up 
earning my Ph.D. in social psychology 
four years later,” said Piercarlo. “I 
became particularly interested in how 
emotions affect our moral decisions,” 
said Piercarlo. He became so 
interested in this topic that he and his 
graduate school advisor co-authored 
a book called Out of Character. “It’s 
a nice summary of our approach 
toward answering why it is that 

otherwise normal people are capable 
of performing abnormally unethical 
(or heroic) deeds,” said Piercarlo. “A 
study I conducted in graduate school 
on the topic of moral hypocrisy was 
covered in the science section of The 
New York Times, after which we were 
approached by several literary agents 
to develop an idea for the book. It 
seemed like a fun project and it was a 
way for my advisor and I to continue 
our work together post grad school.”

Today, his research is aimed at 
addressing adolescent bullying—a 
timely topic in all middle schools. “I 
have recently started several projects 
related to developing both online and 
offline bullying interventions. The 
goal of this work, part of which is done 
as a consultant for Facebook Inc., is to 
find ways to nudge adolescents toward 
feeling more compassion for others, 
and to recognize and control the 
psychological forces that might cause 
them to act in undesirable ways,” said 
Piercarlo. “In the lab, I work with 
undergraduate research assistants 
to develop, design and conduct 
experiments that test how people’s 

emotional responses change their 
judgments of right and wrong, as well 
as their moral or immoral behavior 
toward others.”

Though the path to Piercarlo’s success 
has taken him to different cities and 
new findings, one thing has remained 
constant – his friendship with 
classmate Simon Thavaseelan ’95. 
They met at a birthday party when 
the two of them were in Kindergarten 
more than 20 years ago. “I can’t 
remember whose party it was, but it 
was at the Dream Machine arcade in 
Methuen, Mass.,” said Piercarlo. After 
Pike, the two boys headed up the 
street to Phillips Academy. Though 
they live on opposite coasts now, 
they’ve celebrated each other’s life 
moments including their marriages 
and births of their daughters. “We 
just got together for New Year’s in 
Chicago, and our daughters were 
very excited to get a chance to play 
together.” Sounds like another lifelong 
friendship in the making.

“AS A STUDEnT I WAnTED To RECEIVE IMMEDIATE 

REWARDS FoR ALL MY EFFoRTS. oF CoURSE, THIS 

DIDn’T HAPPEn. LEARnInG To DEAL WITH THAT KInD 

oF FRUSTRATIon AnD ULTIMATELY SEEInG BEnEFITS 

UnFoLD oVER TIME HELPED PREPARE ME FoR ALL 

KInDS oF PRoFESSIonAL CHALLEnGES.”

Piercarlo with friend and classmate 
Simon Thavaseelan ’95.
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Leave a legacy.

June 6, 2014 
Spring Alumni Event

Thank you all for coming 
back to campus! Be sure 
to check out photos from 
the event on our Facebook 
page!thank you for joining us for the best 

deja vu moment, ever.

it’s not everyday that you can touch the future, but that’s exactly what you do when you 
include Pike in your will or estate plan. 

A bequest:  » is simple;
 » doesn’t affect your current  

 financial situation; 

 » allows you to stay flexible if your  
 circumstances change; and
 » ensures that Pike remains a vibrant  

 place of learning well into the future

a bequest ensures that Pike remains a 
vibrant place of learning well into the future.

Including Pike in your will allows you to give a specific dollar amount, a particular asset, or a 
percentage of your estate. A bequest may also help you avoid estate taxes.  Speak with your 
attorney or estate planner about the many benefits and possibilities.

If you have already made provisions for Pike in your will or estate plan, please let us know. We 
would like to show our appreciation for your commitment and welcome you into our legacy society.

For more information, contact rod t. Boyer, director of advancement at 
978.409.6601 or rboyer@pikeschool.org
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Visiting Day
Pike graduates returned to campus to reunite with friends and teachers as part of All-School Visiting Day on  
November 27, 2013. They also participated in a panel to share their perspectives with current Upper School students 
about transitioning to high school.



The Quill   Spring 2014   The Pike School40

Alumni EvEnts

Alumni at Fenway
Pike graduates 21 years+ and the faculty who taught them gathered at the Absolut Clubhouse in Boston for a special  
evening of photos with the Red Sox World Series trophies and a private tour of Fenway Park last summer. 

a  
James Lentini ’93 and 
Sherril Lentini

B 
Dana Limanni-Tarlow ’81 
and Stephanie Gardner 
Ginsberg ’81

c
Tennyson hunt ‘06, 
Mary French ‘06, and 
Frances hamilton ‘06

d 
Sara Lentini ’93 and 
Gillian Wang ’97

e 
Kate Denison ’02, 
Mary (Crockett) Machado, 
and Claire Abisalih ’03

F 
Brooke Clarkson ’02, 
Jessica huang ’02, 
Rachel Isaacs ’02, and 
Kyle Bogaert ’02

g 
Anne Jenney ’03, 
Jillian Bargar ’03, 
Jillian Schott ’03, and 
Tom Lynch

h
Will Kavanagh ’04 and 
Andrew Riedell ’04

i 
Tennyson hunt ’06, 
Elizabeth Cieri ’06, 
Caroline Leed ’06, 
Frances hamilton ’06, 
Mary French ’06, 
Peter Ly ’06, and 
Alex Matses ’06

J
Charlie Wang ’95 and 
Elizabeth Wang

a B c

d e F

g h

i J
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For Gardners, Pike School is a Lifetime Commitment

The Pike School is grateful for the generous support 
of Dr. and Mrs. Howard M. Gardner, P’81, P’83, 
P’85, P’89, GP’12, GP’16. The Gardner family 
has been supporting Pike for more than 40 years, 
consecutively. We had the great pleasure of sitting 
down with them to talk about the value of a Pike 
education and what inspires them to support the 
school’s annual fund.

Simply put “We get a sense of joy from giving to 
Pike,” said Dr. and Mrs. Howard M. Gardner.

Pike attracts and retains excellent 
faculty who inspire each child.

“Pike has always had wonderful teachers who 
encourage the individuality and creativity of the 
kids,” said Mrs. Gardner. She smiles when she 
remembers her four daughters’ teachers from the 
’70s and ’80s – especially Ms. Cole and Mrs. Spader 
in Lower School. “Kids learn at Pike because 
they feel good about themselves. Pike creates an 
environment of learning that builds self-confidence,” 
said Dr. Gardner. Today, they enjoy watching the 
journey of their grandchildren. Both remarked at 
how Chloe ’16 and Drew ’12 thrive at Pike because 
they try new things. “Chloe could barely skate, but 
she joined the 6th grade hockey team this year and 
loves it,” said Mrs. Gardner. “Drew was encouraged 
to become an artist in Upper School and next thing 
we knew, his sculpture was on display in Boston!”

Pike faculty instill a love of learning in each child.

“The teachers are really keyed into the kids,” said Mrs. Gardner. 
“When you read the reports, you see how well they know each  
child.” Mrs. Gardner, a former high school history teacher, knows  
how important it is to instill a love of learning in each child. “When  
kids feel good about themselves, they have an excitement for learning,”  
she said. “Teachers at Pike find ways to make learning a fun experience.”

Education – especially in the elementary years – is the 
foundation for success in life.

“Education is the basis of a child’s life,” said Dr. Gardner. “Pike is 
an educational institution that encourages intellectual pursuits.” Dr. 
Gardner, born and raised in Lowell, Mass., believes that a good education 
is the ticket to a better life. “It’s changed our lives.” One positive change he 
sees at Pike is the pursuit of diversity. “The Pike community has evolved 
over the past 40 years. It’s a healthy change,” he said.

The Pike School is grateful for the generosity of donors like Dr. and Mrs. 
Howard M. Gardner. Their support allows Pike to continue providing the 
best education for every child, every day. 

The Gardners’ generosity to Pike 
spans more than four decades. A 
photo of the 1973-1974 Pike Annual 
Fund ledger showcases their entry 
at the top of the page.

Dr. and Mrs. howard Gardner
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At Pike, every child is an important part 
of our community. So is every gift. 

A vibrant Annual Fund reflects our unity 
and strength as a learning community, 
because the money we raise, together, 
supports every child, every day.  Please 
consider making a gift to the Annual 
Fund via the enclosed envelope or by 
visiting www.pikeschool.org/mygift. 

Give today at 
pikeschool.org/mygift. 
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