Developmental Context Reflective Narrative

The environment in which children are surrounded in has a very important effect on children’s physical, emotional and psychological development.  Not only does the environment create a space for children to learn and socialize, it also should be a place where children can play, have fun and be safe.  I feel that the environment, in which a child is in, should be all about the children.  The children should have the opportunity to manipulate objects and materials, to build, create, and learn.  According to Henniger, 2005, “ The process of learning by doing allows the young child to build stronger understandings of the world around them.  This requires that the teacher carefully plan and prepare the materials in the learning environment” (Henniger, 2005, p. 21).  


I have facilitated my own growth and understanding in children’s growth and development throughout their environment, by interning in the Infant Room at the Associated Students Child Development Laboratory (ASCDL).  In the Infant Room, other interns and myself were asked to constantly change and mix up the objects, toys and other materials for the children each week.  Adding new toys into the environment allowed for the infants to experience, manipulate, challenge and learn from these objects in their surroundings for themselves.  


The one thing that I have learned the most about when understanding children’s growth and development in their environment is the importance of play and making the environment all about the children.  I feel that it is important to recognize each child as an individual, in order to identify their strengths, interests and needs accordingly to the environment.  As an educator, it is our job to create a safe, educational and fun environment for children to learn and grow as individuals.  Throughout my courses at Chico State University, I have learned how encourage children to grow as individuals and learn from playing and socializing with their peers in a safe and appropriate environment.     


One tool that has really helped me when looking at children and their environment is using assessment tools.  Although I’m still learning and developing on these ideas, assessments in child development help to analyze the environment, and what could be updated, changed or added into the environment to create a better learning and developing space for children.  Interning at the Associated Students Child Development Laboratory (ASCDL) has really helped to show me what a developmentally appropriate classroom/ learning environment should look like.  I really enjoyed getting a chance to see, learn and experience what a developmentally appropriate classroom looks like.  Interning in the Infant Room taught me how to create an environment for children and their developmental needs based on play and experiencing the world around you for yourself.    
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