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Marriage and Family Relationships Class Activity #3

While growing up I didn’t have the most customary childhood. My mom was diagnosed with Leukemia when I was five and fought it for eight years and ended up passing away when I was 13. Due to this my extended family/family friends were very involved with my life while I was a child and I feel as if I had several caregivers while in my childhood years. Then after my mom passed away my fathers parenting style changed a lot and most of the parenting I received in my teen years was from a lady my father hired to help around the house who I grew to consider a grandma. Because of this I am going to focus on the parenting I received from my mother and father in the years my mom wasn’t sick. Both my parents attempted to be authoritative parents but at times especially with my father he would use authoritarian parenting. After my mom beat leukemia for the first time she didn’t go back to work and for five years she was a stay at home mom. Due to this we were very close and open with each other. My mom made her expectations very clear but was always up for discussion. She would listen to my brother and I and take our opinion into consideration and then explain why she was setting the rules she was and would never use the reason that she was the parent and we were the kids. My mom showed her love by always being involved and around when we needed her and telling us everyday that she loved us. At times when we did misbehave my mom would help us understand what we had done wrong and would always manage to come up with a punishment that fit the crime perfectly. My father parented the same as my mom most of the time but at certain moments he was more of an authoritarian parent. He used corporal punishment a couple of times but I can count them all on one hand and he was more prone to using the reasoning that he was the parent and that we needed to “because he said so”.  My father worked so he wasn’t around as much as my mom but he showed he cared by always being home on the weekends. He tried to get involved as much as possible and was my brother’s basketball coach and my soccer coach for years. He also made sure that every night even if he was on a business trip that he said goodnight to us. I think my caretakers think that family is loving each other unconditionally and accepting your loved ones for who they are not matter what. 


I am unable to talk to my caretakers so I talked to a friend who has an eight and six year old. He believes that you need to care for your family unconditionally and always be there for them no matter what. The most important thing he wants for his kids is for them to be happy and fulfilled in their life. He doesn’t want them to have any what ifs and wants them to experience as much as possible from life. He wants them to be confident with themselves, to have a good balance, and to experience all kinds of love. As his kids get older he hopes that they will learn the life lessons he teaches them and that he will be able give them a “longer leash” in order for them to go on their own and make decisions for themselves. 


After talking to my friend he sounds very much like an authoritative parent and his kids seem to be being raised a lot like how I was raised. He is very open with them about why he is establishing rules and why they are receiving punishments, which is what my parents did with me. We also seem to have the same view on what it means to be a family. We both think that is all about unconditionally loving your family members and being there for them no matter what. The only difference I really saw between how I was raised and how he is raising his kids is that he doesn’t believe in corporal punishment at all. 

Paragraph 3. Compare and contrast your experience with the caretaker’s. Describe at least 3 main points in terms of similarities and differences. Use at least 3 concepts you learned in class. Your essay should be 1-2 pages double spaced pages in length. 

