Professionalism Reflective Narrative
It is essential to make sure you are being respectful, responsible and helpful in all professional contexts throughout your life.  It is important for me to make a good impression in my professional persona and to keep that good reputation.  I want to be a helpful tool to the rest of the employees and be seen as someone beneficial to the workspace.  Professionalism refers to the way an individual carries themselves at work and the respect they show their employees or staff members.    

I have grown in my understanding of professionalism due to my experience at my internships and the knowledge I have learned throughout my child development courses at Chico State University.   The experience I have had working with others and being a professional has helped me to gain much more confidence.  When I first started working with children, I was shy, didn’t like to be the center of attention or draw attention to myself period.  Now I realize those things don’t matter.  What matters is that the children are learning and having fun.  It’s okay to be silly with the children and make the learning environment fun as long as you are acting as a professional and being respectful to everyone around you.  My experience working with children has helped me to grow in my professionalism because it taught me how to be a quick learner, to think outside the box and to be a responsible adult and supervisor.   

Something I would like to do better in my professionalism is to just keep gaining experience and to learn from others.  I will continue to gain experience by completing my internship and working in a professional setting.  I plan of gaining more professionalism by observing my co-workers to see how they act in certain situations.  Being a life-long learner, I will continue to be professional by always having a positive attitude and looking at the brightside of every situation.  I will also continue to learn and grow by observing others and practicing my professionalism every chance I get.      

Being a professional means being trustworthy, responsible, helpful, caring and positive.  I hope to show these characteristics in my professional life and activities I perform.  I feel that these characteristics are important because they also happen to be characteristics I look up to when I see someone completing or are characteristics I expect to see when looking at a professional individual.  I feel that these characteristics describe a professional individual based on the information, knowledge and experience I have gained working in the child development field.       

SLO IV.  Professionalism
An assignment I have completed that helped me to understand professionalism by demonstrating my knowledge attitudes and skills was my center design project for the child development course, Administration of Child Development Programs (CHLD 456), which I took at Chico State University in the Fall of 2013.  This project included my own design of a childcare program for children.  I had to use professionalism when completing this assignment by doing background research on a community where the program was going to occur, creating a program philosophy, organizing a routine/chart for the program, creating drafts/ diagrams of the centers front yard, back yard, and inside.  I also created all the financial plans, job descriptions, staff hiring, health and safety guidelines for the program and the family involvement.  This assignment showed my professionalism because I was able to create a program, with all the qualifications successfully.  I showed my professionalism by completing the task and the assignment with all the requirements and expectations.     

Work evaluations that I have received from my supervisors have also been a huge influence in my professionalism.  Being reviewed and evaluated on my professionalism was a pretty intimidating experience, but I was happy when I was able to see my results and that I scored very well.  I’m glad that my actions and hard work to act and be professional are showing through.  A work evaluation that has been completed on my professionalism was in my Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum for Children course,  (CHLD 282), which I took in Spring 2013 at Chico State University. This evaluation was completed at my internship site, Innovative Preschool.  The evaluation included a self-evaluation as well as a staff evaluation of myself and my professionalism at my internship site.    
