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Weekly Thought Piece #10: Guidance
Katherine Reed Baker’s Guides to Speech and Action, have encouraged me to enhance my knowledge while working with children.  Three of the Guides to Speech and Action that I have appropriately used while in the classroom throughout this semester are guides one, nine, and ten.  Guide number one is to “State suggestions and directions in a positive rather than negative way” (Baker, GTSA, guide 1).  I have used this Guide to Speech and Action appropriately by giving children the child a positive suggestion of what to do instead of telling them what not to do.  An example of myself using guide one throughout this semester was when I noticed a child running inside.  Instead of just telling the child to “don’t run inside”, I calmly said, “Inside walking feet please”.  Telling the child a positive suggestion rather then a negative one will increase the likely hood of the child changing their behavior in a positive way, as well as encouraging that positive behavior to happen again.


The next Guide to Speech and Action I feel I have used correctly throughout this semester is guide nine.  Guide nine states to, “Offer children the minimum of help so that they can grow in independence” (Baker, GTSA, guide 9).  I have used this guide by scaffolding the children.  If the child can complete a task, I allow them to, and if they need help or it is too hard for them, I am there to give them guidance.  The last Guide to Speech and Action that I believe I have used appropriately this semester is guide number ten, “Reinforce your suggestions or directions when necessary” (Baker, GTSA, guide 10).  I used this guide when I saw one child give a toy to their peer who wanted the toy really bad, even though she was playing with it and had just received her turn.  I looked at the child and said, “ I really like the way you shared the puzzle”.  By reinforcing the child on their appropriate behavior, the chance of that behavior occurring again increases.


Guides to Speech and Action that I feel more challenged to use on a consistent basis are guides three and eight.  Guide three states, “Your voice should be used as a teaching tool.  Use words and a tone of voice that will help children feel confident” (Baker, GTSA, guide 3).  Guide three tends to challenge me because I have a hard time using a firm tone of voice since I have such a quiet voice.  I feel as if I come across as too nice so when I ask a child to do something like “please keep all four legs of the chair flat on the floor”, they don’t always listen to me because of the tone of my voice.  I make sure that I define the limits to the children and explain to them why it is not okay to make those choices, but I feel that since my voice is so soft, it is hard for them to see that I am being serious.  The next Guide to Speech and Action that challenges me is guide number eight.  Guide number eight says to “Avoid the temptation of providing models for the children to copy when offering art activities” (Baker, GTSA, guide 8).  I find this guide challenging when a child wants me to build blocks with them.  When a child asks me to build blocks with them, I never know whether or not it is appropriate for me to build with them as well. I usually end up sitting there, talking and asking them about what they are building, or I will help hand them pieces to add to their structure.                


After reading Gartrells, Beyond Discipline to Guidance, I found two new ideas that I will consider adding to my “repertoire”.   The first idea that I feel would help me to become a more effective teacher is to use intervention methods that are solution oriented. “The teacher intervenes by modeling and teaching conflict management- initially using high-level mediation and continually encouraging the children to negotiate for themselves” (Gartrells, 1997, p.14).  Another idea that I want to add to my “repertoire” from reading this article is to use “teamwork with other adults”(Gartrells, 1997, p. 14). I would like to add using teamwork with other adults while working with children because I think it would be a positive way to show them how to appropriately communicate with others.  Also, I feel that teamwork with others would allow the classroom environment to be more fun and inviting.  Overall, this article had a lot of good ideas for helping guide young children, and I plan on becoming more familiar with these guides so that I can use them while working with children!    
