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CJ Teacher Buys Auction Puppy 

Corette
BY MARIA SIMON ‘15

Ms. Jennifer Ahrens has been at Cor Jesu 
since 2002 and has taught World History I, 
Law and the Legal System, Theology I and 
Theology IV. She has also been moderator 
for NHS, Mock Trial, and History Club.

Outside of school, Ms. Ahrens is an 
avid dog lover. She has three dogs, Han-
nah (dachsund, 11yrs), Barney (schnoodle, 

Ahrens continues to bring the puppy to 
school to play with the girls. Though he is 
not entirely trained yet, she says the girls 
enjoy his company.   

At home Ms. Ahrens says Bruno gets 
along fairly well with Hannah and Barney. 
Barney loves to play with Bruno, and they 
are constantly rolling around and chasing 
each other. Hannah (the most mature of the 
three, according to Ms. Ahrens) lets him 
jump around and chase her tail, occasion-
ally shoving Bruno when he starts to bother 
her. 

It seems that the auction puppy is fitting 
in very well in his new home. 

18 months), and now the former auction 
puppy Bruno. Bruno was born Novem-
ber 15, 2011 and is almost 4 months old 
now. Bruno is a Goldendoodle and weighs 
roughly twenty pounds, which is only a 
third of his adult size. 

Ms. Ahrens said she fell in love with 
Bruno when she was taking care of him 
the weekend before the auction. Bruno re-
minded her of her first dog, Toby, who was 
a Labradoodle. Ms. Ahrens longed for a big 
dog and since Bruno is a Goldendoodle, he 
was perfect. 

Bruno’s days at Cor Jesu were far from 
over.  At the request of the students, Ms. 

“Big Bang” 
is a Big Hit

BY KATHERINE JOHNSON ‘14

CJ students, including Anne Carron ‘13 
(above) and Jennie Phillips ‘13 (right)  
loved playing with Bruno in between 
classes while he was at school during 
the week of the auction. 

     Cor Jesu girls are known for being the 
brightest and the best and maybe even a little 
bit nerdy.  It’s no surprise that our girls enjoy 
TV shows like The Big Bang Theory.  The 
Big Bang Theory centers around four highly 
intelligent and socially awkward scientists 
named Sheldon, Leonard, Howard, and Raj.  
The show is filled with science-related hu-
mor and hilarious characters, like the scien-
tists’ bubbly next door neighbor, Penny. An-
nie Madden ’14 says, “I think that The Big 
Bang Theory is one of the funniest shows 
I have ever seen!  All of the characters are 
so different in their personalities, so they 
each have their own little quirks.  It’s also 
a great feeling when I actually understand 
what they’re talking about.  It makes me 
feel smart!”  
     Arguably the quirkiest character on The 
Big Bang Theory is Sheldon Cooper, a ge-
nius theoretical physicist who lacks basic 
social skills and is extremely obsessive-
compulsive.  Sheldon might be a bit strange, 
but he’s also endearing and relatable.  Claire 
Elliott ’14 says, “Sheldon is my favor-
ite. He reminds me of my brother because 
they’re both so funny and nerdy at the same 
time.” Even our teachers seem to be catch-
ing on to this TV phenomenon.  Mrs. Ryan 
says, “I love that show because I enjoy all 
of the science comments and the science 
“stuff” around their house. I like when they 
show their periodic table shower curtain, 
the DNA ‘sculpture’ in their living room, 
the Bunsen burner that Sheldon uses when 
the power goes out, etc.  I like when they 
mention things like “Heisenberg” particles, 
etc. I also like when other people are on the 
show…like Leonard’s mom and Sheldon’s 
twin sister. They all have their own ‘crazi-
ness.’” 
     If any of this sounds appealing to you, 
tune in to The Big Bang Theory on Thurs-
days at 7 on CBS.

     The second semester of junior year at 
Cor Jesu Academy is filled with many ex-
citing events, from the class trip to Mem-
phis to the junior ring dance. The first of 
these events is the junior ring ceremony, a 
Mass during which the juniors receive their 
class rings. 
     The Class of 2013 was extremely excited 
to receive their junior rings on Friday. Em-
ily Inserra ’13 comments, “I remember 
as a freshman I saw all the upperclassmen 
wearing their rings and I couldn’t wait to 
be able to have my ring too.” Regina Du-
Faux ’13 adds, “Both of my sisters went to 
Cor Jesu, so I watched them receive their 
own junior rings. I couldn’t wait to have 
that opportunity!” 
     The Cor Jesu class ring, with its moth-
er-of-pearl stone, CJ crest, and signature 

rectangular shape, and the ring ceremony 
are traditions that have been around since 
the early years of the Academy. During 
the ring ceremony, each junior’s name is 
called and the rings are distributed by Sr. 
Barbara, Sr. Kathleen Mary, and the senior 
class officers. “My favorite part of the cer-
emony was watching all of my classmates 
get their rings. Everyone was just so ex-
cited!” says Rachael Hughes ’13. 
     “I also liked seeing the moms give their 
daughters their rings,” Anne Davis ’13 
adds, describing a recently-added tradition 
that allows mothers who are Cor Jesu alum-
nae to present the rings to their daughters. 
“Although my mom did not graduate from 
Cor Jesu, it was nice to see other girls get-
ting rings from their mothers,” she says. 
    The girls recieiving their rings from their 

Put a Ring on It: CJ Juniors 
Recieve Their Class Rings

BY ABBY MISPAGEL ‘13 
moms were excited as well, Mary Grace 
Quinlan ’13 describes that when she was 
walking up the steps to receive her ring, 
she “could not stop smiling.” She adds, 
“My mom went to CJ and to receive my 
ring from her was really beautiful.” 
    Katie Spellmeyer ’13 was not only pre-
sented a ring by her mother, but was actu-
ally given her mother’s class ring. “I had 
my mom’s ring passed down to me and I 
thought it was cool because it is a tradi-
tion that we can share,” Katie Spellmeyer 
says. 
     The class ring is a symbol of unity for 
the entire class, but it also connects them 
to the rest of the Cor Jesu family, particu-
larly seniors and those who have graduated 
before them. Regina DuFaux says, “The 
great part about Cor Jesu and our class is 

Girls from the junior class pose for pictures with their 
new rings at the reception in the cafe on Friday following 
the ring ceremony. 

Photo submitted by Anna Lehman ‘13 

At Left: CJ alum 
Mary Fox Ryan 
presents her 
daughter Molly 
Ryan’13 with her 
the junior ring. 
Photo submitted by 
Abby Mispagel ‘13

At Right: Juniors 
Megan Dough-
tery, Christina 

Sinak, and Anna 
Lehman show of 
their class rings.
Photo submitted 

by Anna Lehman 
‘13

Above: Jeanne Janson ‘15 and her family 
bought the other auction dog this year.    

Photo by Jeanne Janson ‘15

continued on pg 2
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Hungry for The Hunger Games
There’s a little question going around, 

and if you haven’t been asked it yet, you 
will be soon.  Have you read The Hunger 
Games?  Suzanne Collins originally pub-
lished the first book of the trilogy in 2008, 
but the books became very popular in 2011.  
With the movie scheduled to open on March 
23rd, many people want to read the series.  
If you’re interested in seeing the movie and 
reading the book, there is also a movie tie-in 
edition that was released in early February 
of this year.  It’s no big deal if The Hunger 
Games don’t seem appealing—at least you 
could say you tried a new series.  However, 
if most of the Cor Jesu library’s copies have 
been taken, they must be worth the read!  

 The books are told in the perspective 
of Katniss Everdeen, a teenager living in 
Panem, the futuristic ruins of North Amer-
ica.  The nation is made up of twelve Dis-
tricts, each known for a different trade such 
as coal mining in Katniss’ District, District 
12.  This District experiences poverty and 
hunger daily.  The more prosperous districts 
(like Districts 1 and 2) are wealthier and 
the people are better educated, but all dis-
tricts have one thing in common: they are 
controlled by the Capitol, the dictator-like 
center of Panem.  Over fifty years before 
Katniss was born, the Capitol warred against 
the notorious District 13 and destroyed it in 
the process. The government initiated the 
Hunger Games to prevent the other twelve 

Districts from ever rebelling.
Each year, one boy and one girl tribute 

from each district are chosen to survive in 
an arena created and operated by Capitol 
‘gamemakers’.  Tributes, the chosen boys 
and girls, encounter deathly obstacles such 
as rainstorms, starvation, and mutant ani-
mals, throughout their weeks in the arena.  
Of twenty-four tributes, only one can come 
out alive, and Katniss is forced to take on 
this challenge.  She leaves her mom and 
young sister to helplessly watch The Games 
on TV while fighting to save her own life.  
Katniss must battle the other tributes so she 
can come home to not only her family but 
also her best friend and hunting partner Gale 
Hawthorne.  When Katniss is paired up with 
Peeta Mellark to represent District 12 in The 
Games, Gale becomes jealous of their rela-
tionship.  Giving more details would spoil 
the excitement for readers who haven’t yet 
read the books, so pick up your copy to find 
out what happens next!

If you feel like you have no time to read 
for fun, you should know that each of the 
three books is easy and quick enough to read 
within a few days.  Following the plot and 
connecting to the characters is a great stress 
relief and getaway from reality.  Pick up a 
copy of book one, The Hunger Games, or 
just go to the movies with some friends on 
March 23rd, and trek through the arena with 
Katniss.

BY JO JO WINKELMANN ‘13

The Hunger Games movie opens in                 
theaters March 23, 2012.

Photos submitted by Abby Mispagel ‘13                                    
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that we are united together to share in 
God’s love. We all have our own person-
ality, close friends, struggles, fears, and 
joys.  However, our class ring is always 
something that will unite us together.” 
Anne Davis agrees, saying that “We are 
all completely different people, just as 
all of our rings are different styles. How-
ever, we all share a common bond, being 
the class of 2013 and that is a bond we 
will always have.” 
   Cor Jesu alumnae often continue to 
wear their rings after graduation, and 
it continues to be a symbol of unity for 
them. Claire Mispagel ’11 says, “I have 
actually met Cor Jesu alumnae who are 
older than me because, since Cor Jesu 
has always had the same style of class 
ring, they have recognized mine and 
have come up to introduce themselves.”
     Beyond the reminder of unity, the ring 
also symbolizes all of the accomplish-
ments of the junior class. Emily Inserra 
adds, “I was talking to some friends af-
ter the Mass and we said we felt a little 
‘different’ now - we felt ‘old’ because 
we realized that we really are over half-
way done with high school and we’ll be 
graduating next year.” The junior ring 
ceremony reminds the juniors and their 
fellow students, friends, and families of 
their many accomplishments and cel-
ebrates all their hard work. 
    The class ring is a tradition that will 
continue being loved by Cor Jesu girls 
in the future, and something that the ju-
niors will always cherish as a memory 
of their school and their class, the Class 
of 2013. 

Junior Ring
continued from pg 1

     The high school acceptance letter is one 
of the scariest things for an eighth grader 
to experience. Some may spend hours 
in front of the mailbox waiting for the 
mail to come. Others may be so nervous 
that they forget about it until their moms 
bring it to their attention. Though the ac-
complishment felt when one has been 
accepted into Cor Jesu is overwhelming, 
some girls like Annie Brooking ‘15 and 
incoming freshman Shannon Dougherty 
found the experience more nerve-wrack-
ing than anything. 
     Annie said that she was “extremely 
nervous” for the entire day she was sup-
posed to get her letter. What if someone 
misplaced it? What if she didn’t actually 
get in? Those are questions most Cor Jesu 
girls pondered the day they were getting 

their letters. 
     Shannon has a sister who goes here 
now, but she still knew how difficult it 
was to get into Cor Jesu. She said, “Even 
though I thought I was going to get in, I 
was so nervous!” 
     Congratulations to all the girls of the 
Cor Jesu Class of 2016! They just have to 
survive the first day of freshman year, and 
then they will be all set for life here at the 
wonderful CJ. Freshman Annie said that 
she was “super scared about getting lost” 
when she first came into these halls. She 
did not know if she would fit in, but Cor 
Jesu has a place for everyone. 
     Incoming freshman Shannon said that 
even though she knows Cor Jesu will be 
academically challenging, being a Charger 
will be fun. 

Class of 2016 Joins CJ
BY ELIZABETH CAPUTA ‘15

Below: from left to right (bottom) Juniors 
Anne Carron, Regina DuFaux, Abby Mispa-
gel, Margaret Pate White (top) Kayla Strutt-
man, Lauren Carr, Alex Berry, Andrea Ernst, 
Christina Belt, and Sophia Benigno pose with 
their rings.          Photo by Regina DuFaux ‘13

Penny Queen Week 2012
This year the money we 
raised during Cor Jesu’s 
Penny Queen Week 2012 
went to benefit Camp Gi-
ant Steps, Project Kari, 
The Duttine Family, 
World Pediatric Project, 
Cor Jesu’s Endowment 
Fund, and the Apostles 
of the Sacred Heart Mis-
sion in Benin, Africa. 

Above: Seniors and the Student Council 
Exec Board display the total amount of 
money raised for the charities during the 
week at the Penny Queen dance.      

Far left: Jenny Long ‘12 gets a pie 
thrown in her face after she throws one 
at Ms. Cowan at the teacher pie toss 
Penny Queen event.    

 Photo by Emily Inserra ‘13 

Left: Mr. Russell watches as seniors, 
Alexis Riley and Jori Herrman, throw 
a pie in Ms. Colston’s face. 

 Photo by Emily Inserra ‘13 

Below: Kyle after a pie was thrown at 
him during the teach pie toss, one of the 

senior’s Penny Queen event.  Photo by 
Emily Inserra ‘13 




