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The Cheers Heard 
‘Round the World

Corette

BY KATIE SAINZ ‘13
Stepping into the Café on a First Fri-

day about midway through lunch can be a 
scary experience for a stranger to CJ. With 
the massive amount of girls in kilts all 
crammed around tables and eating on the 
floor, the noises of talking, laughing, and 
jukebox playing, and lunch lines extending 
for what seems like miles. It’s no wonder 
why the place appears to be in a state of 
sheer pandemonium. 

For a CJ senior however, all this is com-
pletely natural—and one of the best days of 
the year. “Leading the cheers finally gave 
me that “senior feel” that I had been lack-
ing,” says Laura Milles ’13. “Until last 
Friday, I didn’t truly feel like a senior. But 
when I put that spirit cape on and cheered 
so loud I lost my voice, I knew that this was 
going to be a great year.” Katie Spellmeyer 
‘13 seconds this opinion as she enthusias-
tically comments, “As far as cheers go, it 
was indescribable. Up until this point, I had 
enjoyed being a senior, but when we were 
the ones dressed up, standing on chairs, and 
leading cheers, it was a big moment for our 
class and I couldn’t not smile.” And while 

Snoopy 
Steals the 
Spotlight

BY ALY CADICE ‘14
     After two days of auditions, countless 
hours spent in rehearsal, and late nights 
full of behind the scenes preparation, 
Corde Players is anxiously awaiting the 
Cor Jesu debut of You’re a Good Man 
Charlie Brown! 
     With less than a month and a half of 
rehearsals, both the performers and the 
crew have been working extremely hard 
to prepare for a stunning performance 
that captivates the audience and portrays 
the quirkiness and lovability of their fa-
vorite Peanuts characters. Annie Gard-
ner ’15, who plays Charlie Brown says, 
“The audience can expect a lot of laughs 
and possibly a few tears. But overall, this 
is a very upbeat and fun show with all 
the favorite characters from the original 
Peanuts comics.”
     The girls behind the scenes have been 
continuously working to bring the show 
to life from the inside out. Although 
creating three sets and side flats, prepar-
ing six costumes, and perfecting the 
lighting has been no easy task, the girls 
on crew have enthusiastically tackled 
each challenge and enjoyed many laughs 
and special memories along the way. 
“Crew is so much fun. You get to bond 
with people from other grades and create 
lasting friendships,” says crewmember 
Annie Madden ’14. “The crew is amaz-
ing and I get to be with them a lot. They 
put so much work into this show to make 
it run smoothly and it’s amazing to see 
everything they do,” Gardner replies. 
     When asked why Cor Jesu students 
should come to see You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown!, stage manager Claire 
Mullaney ‘13 answered, “It’s going to 
be a vibrant production - the set, cos-
tumes, props...everything is colorful and 
cartoonish.   All the scenes have a warm, 
innocent, and humorous feel to them.  
It’s a feel-good play.” 
     Be sure to support Corde Players 
and come for a night full of loveable 
characters, infectious laughter, and pure 
Peanuts entertainment that you won’t 
want to miss!

the freshmen might be a little shell shocked, 
some of them took the mayhem in stride. 
“My sister, Molly told me that the cheers 
would be a lot of fun, but I never expected 
them to be that crazy! Luckily for the fresh-
men, they weren’t the first (or the last!) 
class to get booed by the seniors,” Amanda 
Heard ’15 remarks. “As a sophomore it’s 
nice not to get booed anymore. I also think 
it’s funny to hear the freshmen sing now that 
we don’t have to do it.” Mary Ringwald 
‘14 is also rejoicing at her new junior status 
saying “It feels amazing and really differ-
ent to finally be an upperclassman! I was so 
used to sitting towards the front of the Café 
during cheers, but being closer to the juke-
box and the seniors during First Fridays is 
definitely a good thing.” Other favorite mo-
ments of the day included the priest’s hu-
morous service and Claire Peterson’s ’13 
speech about the Choir’s trip to Rome. 

For the seniors, one of the favorite mo-
ments was seeing their classmates all 
dressed up. “I thought that the “First Friday 
Fashion Show” would become less exciting 
once it was my friends who were doing the 

dressing up, but it turned out to be just as 
fun, if not more,” comments Christina 
Belt ’13. 

Thank you Cor Jesu for a great First 
Friday, and look forward to the rest of 
the year. 

Seniors loved leading cheers at the 
first First Friday lunch of the year.

Photo submitted by: Emily Brady ‘13

A group of juniors cheer during 
First Friday.

Photo by: Emily Inserra ‘13

Members of the senior class pose after their first time leading the student body 
in cheers at First Friday all school lunch. 

Photo submitted by: Abby Dolan ‘13

At Left: Talented 
crew members drew 
and painted posters 
of all the characters 
which are hanging 
on the walls of the 
Little Theater dur-
ing the show.

Photo by: Abby 
Mispagel ‘13

Stage crew member, Ashley Watson 
‘14 works on the set.

Photo by: Abby Mispagel ‘13

Above: Katie Tretter‘14 and Ashley 
Watson ‘14, members of stage crew, 
are hard at work painting the set.

Photo by: Claire Elliot ‘14

At Left: Co-Sound Crew Heads Hel-
ena Madden ‘14 and Annie Madden 
‘14 work behind the scenes with the 

technology during the performances.
Photo by: Claire Elliot ‘14

At Right: Hannah 
Randolph ‘15 uses 
a staple gun as she 
begins to build a 
piece of the set.

Photo by: Abby 
Mispagel ‘13

Tickets are now on sale for 
the Corde Players’ produc-
tion of You’re A Good Man 
Charlie Brown. The show 

runs October 4th-6th at 
7:00 in the Little Theater. 
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Board 
2012-2013Season Favorites!

     Here at CJ, as at many other places, 
the seasons affect a lot of what we do, but 
which season is the best?  After interview-
ing 51 girls, the seasonal winner, with 
50% of votes, is… 

 FALL!
     Though each season has its perks, the 
most preferable is fall.  “I love when the 
leaves fall and the temperature gets a little 
crisp. The fall fashion is great too because 
you can wear boots and scarves!” stated 
Michelle Deves ‘1 3.  According to Olivia 
Rhatgi ’14, fall is the best season because 
the weather is not too hot or too cold, fam-
ily get-togethers, and birthday presents!
      Though fall has won this round, that 
doesn’t mean the other seasons are any 
less amazing! “ I like winter the most, be-
cause it is nice and cold and you can wear 
sweaters and drink hot chocolate. Christ-
mas is there and everyone is in a better 
mood. I love snow and ice, so winter is 

BY RACHEL WARDEN ‘15
perfect.” – Anonymous.
     Although fall won the favorite 
season poll, spring and summer are 
still loved. Claire Peterson ’13, when 
asked why she loves spring, answered, 
“Flowers, darling.” Claire Loretta 
’15 responded, “My favorite season 
is summer because it reminds me of 
some of the happiest times of my life. 
Even thinking about summer puts me 
in a great mood. It’s a time of freedom 
and tan lines, beaches, swim suits, 
lifeguards, summer romances, festivals, 
cute clothes, salty hair, freckles, etc. 
It’s just a great time because you don’t 
have the worries of school and you can 
just do whatever you want.” Danielle 
Pudlo ‘14 agrees, “You get to relax and 
just have fun during the summer instead 
of stressing out about school.”
     All of the seasons are loved by CJ 
girls. Enjoy Fall and keep it classy, CJ. 

     Fall is an extremely busy season for 
high school students. Their schedules 
packed with countless sporting events, 
homecomings, club meetings, and other 
activities. Sometimes everyone needs a 
break. An hour here or there to put the 
books down, put our feet up, and enjoy the 
ease of watching TV.   
     There are an endless number of TV 
premieres this fall for not only new sea-
sons of your favorite programs but also of 
brand new shows.
     One of the first big fall season openers 
was on September 3rd on ABC Family. A 
unique series about two teens who were 
mixed up when they were born, “Switched 
Birth” is up and running for its second 
season.  An unusual, but appealing factor, 
in “Switched at Birth” is the use of sign 
language between the characters Daphne 
and her best friend, who are both deaf. 

The producers make the language easy to 
follow, and viewers may even learn some 
ASL signs from watching the characters 
interact.
     If you prefer raw comedy over drama, 
click over to NBC every Thursday night. 
Three hilarious TV shows started up their 
fall seasons on September 20th, so you’re 
not too late to join in on all the laughs. 
First on the line up at 7:30 is “Up All 
Night,” which follows the daily struggles 
of a working mother raising a baby with 
her stay-at-home husband. Then there’s 
“The Office,” the classic, clever comedy 
that your classmate is always referenc-
ing. If you’re still not laughing, you will 
be at 8:30 when “Parks and Recreation” 

What’s Your Favorite 
Season?

Teacher Quotes
~ “Does anyone know what Buffalo chips 
are?.. Yeah, buffalo dump…buffalo doo-doo” 
- Mr. Tueth
~ “You may speak to the person next to 
you...but you have to smile” - Mr. Russell
~ “I have this husband…” – Mrs. Johnson
~ “When I say people, I mean people we 
don’t know” – Mr. Schalda
~ “Everyone in this movie is crazy” – Mrs. 
Reynolds 
~ “The point of this is to make mistakes...
then we will laugh at you and you’ll remem-
ber it” - Mr. Russell

Clean notebooks, new binders, neon sa-
fari hats, and the smell of fresh cookies. 
These are the signs that the long summer 
days have ended and a new school year 
has begun at CJ. 

As part of Cor Jesu tradition, there is 
no better way to start off a new school 
year than with Freshman Welcome Week. 
Every year students enjoy the lighthearted 
amusement of freshman scurrying about 
in some ridiculous article of clothing 
and cookie craving seniors always on the 
lookout for an unlucky newcomer. But 
how did this exciting tradition begin? 

Dr. Thomas Curran and Dr. Brian 
Hohlt’s new book, Sharing the Love of 
the Heart of Christ: A History of Cor Jesu 
Academy, reveals that the tradition dates 
back to the very beginnings of Cor Jesu, 
with the second batch of freshman. 

Surprisingly, the idea came about from 
the nuns themselves. The first CJ fresh-
man class, welcomed in 1956, received an 
initiation from the sisters; though some of 
them had experienced similar traditions 
from the Sacred Heart Academy in Con-
necticut (opened in 1947). When their 
time finally came to move up as sopho-
mores, they found their own way to give 
the freshman the same warm welcome 
they had received. And thus began the 
wild hats, silly songs, and reverence to the 
upperclassmen.

Girls from the class of 1963 wear their freshmen 
welcome week items. 

Photo submitted by: Dr. Brian Hohlt

 The tradition has evolved to what it is 
now. Ms. Jennifer Ahrens talks about her 
memories of freshman year when she at-
tended Cor Jesu, “I only remember vividly 
that I was kidnapped by seniors before 
school started. They came to our house 
and got us in our pajamas out of a sound 
sleep!” Mrs. Stephanie Monnig Hoel-
scher, who attended CJ around the same 
time, recalls that in addition to kidnapping, 
some freshman were required to parade 
around the boy’s schools in the morning as 
the boys were entering school! 

Though many of these traditions have 
faded, the faculty confirm that cookie bak-

ing has been around for many decades, 
since the 1980’s at least. “When I was a 
freshman in 1985, the seniors made the 
freshman bake for them if we broke any 
of the senior rules: walking down the se-
nior hallway, looking a senior in the eye, 
[or] going into the senior lounge, which 
is now the trainer room.”(Hoelscher) Se-
nior shirts eventually became a part of the 
ritual, along with the seniors’ choice of ri-
diculous attire for the freshman. 

From 1957-2012, freshman welcome 
week is one of the oldest Cor Jesu tradi-
tions and one that will undoubtedly be 
around for a while. 

Welcome Week: Now and Then
BY MICHELLE DEVES ‘13

TV Time
BY JO JO WINKELMANN ‘13

continued on page 3

Above: Seniors Em-
ily McGowan, Cecilia 
Detwiler, Genny Willman, 
and Mariela Mara pose 
in their Senior T-shirts 
during Welcome Week.

Photo submitted by: 

Cecilia Detwiler ‘13

At left: The freshmen 
class sang the senior song 
each day at lunch dur-
ing Welcome Week while 
proudly sporting their 
neon animal print hats. 
Photos by Jessica Renz ‘13 

and Abby Mispagel ‘13
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     The first full week of school has 
come and gone. Already girls are cry-
ing for a break from homework and 
asking for more sleep. “It was nice to 
see everyone again, but it was a bit 
stressful since we all just came off 
doing nothing to school, where a lot is 
expected of us,” says  Anna Gardner, 
’15.  
     Even the teachers were tired during 
the first week. Ms. Mary Steiger com-
ments, “I was really excited to see all 
the faculty and students the first week 
back, but I was ready for a nap by the 
end of the week. It is rough getting up 
so early again.  Why can’t school start 
at 9:00 or 10:00 AM?!” 
     Well, thankfully, in the late 1800s 

First Freedom
BY CARLY VORDTRIEDE ‘16

starts. Amy Poehler’s show about the ups 
& downs of working in the Pawnee Parks 
department probably draws in more fans 
from Cor Jesu alone than the number of 
people living in Pawnee, Indiana. Nora 
Thiemann ’15 says “Parks and Recre-
ation” is her favorite show to watch during 
the week. Kara Heimburger ‘13 adds 
that she loves “Parks and Recreation” 
because it is “humorous about politics 
without getting deep.” 
     A quality show about music could be 
the stress reliever you need. Senior Nikki 
Carenza said, “I am so excited for [this 
show] to come back this fall because the 
judges are so funny and competitive and 
all of the singers are awesome!” The show 
Nikki referred to is “The Voice” on NBC.  
The twist on this show, literally, is that the 
four coaches cannot see the singers until 
the song is completed and their chairs 
swivel around. The season really heats up 
when the coaches, Adam Levine, Blake 
Shelton, Cee Lo Green, and Christina 
Aguilera begin to assist their team mem-
bers in singing, performing, and compet-
ing for the ultimate prize of being “The 
Voice” and obtaining a recording contract. 

If you’re already a big fan, you know to 
tune in to the musical excitement every 
Monday and Tuesday at 7pm.
     Cor Jesu’s football fans might be 
bummed that “Friday Night Lights” has 
dimmed and ended, but you can pick up 
your pompoms and start watching the 
new reality show “Cheer.” It’s on CMT 
every Friday Night at 9, and covers 
Coach Romero and her cheerleading 
squad, the Central Jersey Allstars (CJA, 
just like us!).  
     If you’ve tried unsuccessfully to find 
an appeal in these new seasons, there 
is a final, brand new comedy premier-
ing this Wednesday, September 26, at 
7:30 on NBC. With a comedic producer 
like Jimmy Fallon, and with Anthony 
Anderson, Zach Cregger, and Jesse 
Bradford playing the leads, “Guys 
With Kids” is sure to be a comedy hit. 
The plot of this new series follows the 
friendship between three adult men and 
how they attempt to have thriving social 
lives while also raising their young 
children.  Fallon hopes to relate this 
comedy to real life parents and families, 
so try watching the first few episodes 
and see if they get you laughing enough 
to get hooked on the season.

TV Time
continued from page 2

The cast of “Parks and Recreation” 

Congress approved the Labor Day 
holiday. Labor Day is one of the 
United States’ most widely celebrated 
days of rest. It gives all those who 
work hard during their daily lives 
a chance to take a break and relax. 
Abby Munger ’16 went to her grand-
parent’s house in Dixon, Illinois. “I 
also played golf with my parents.” 
Others sought excitement by plunging 
fifty feet down the Boss at Six Flags. 
Most, after sleeping in well after noon, 
hung with friends at the mall or went 
to the movies. 
     Now, sadly, the Labor Day week-
end has passed. Don’t worry, Char-
gers, it’s just fifty-eight more days 
until the next day off! 

Members of the senior class pose during their last Cor Jesu  mixer 
last Saturday.                               Photo submitted by: Abby Dolan ‘13

- If we’re giving a presentation, we’ll test the technology required nine 
times and it’ll work every time. However, when we have to actually give 
the presentation, it won’t work. MLICJ. 
- No one believes you when you say that your uniform is a kilt, NOT a 
skirt. MLICJ. 
-Your friends stalk your schedule, usually know it better than you do, and 
it’s not at all weird. MLICJ.
- You cannot, off the top of your head, think of songs with more tempo and 
key changes than the CJ “Alma Mater”. MLICJ.
- It’s called the caf, not the cafe, not the cafeteria. MLICJ. 
-A common conversation is: Have you finished your summer homework 
yet? Are you kidding me school doesn’t start for another week. I haven’t 
even started. MLICJ.
- It’s called the caf, not the cafe, not the cafeteria. MLICJ.
- There are only six weeks in the whole school year in which you do not 
have either a late start, early dismissal, or day off. Only one of them is in 
the second semester. MLICJ. 
-There’s this thing called “Activity Period” in our schedule, yet we’re still 
working on figuring out just what it is, since we never have it. MLICJ. 
- I was packing for a trip and realized that all of the shirts I was taking had 
either a CJ logo or a PQ logo. All of them. MLICJ. 

“My Life is CJ”
A Cor Jesu spin-off of “My Life is Average (MLIA)”

Contributers include (but are not limited to) Maddi Wahle ‘13, Emily Otto 
‘13, Claire Trebing ‘13, Maria Llanos ‘13, and Emily Koehler ‘13

Did you love reading 
“My Life is CJ” and quotes by 
your favorite CJ teachers? Check 

out the October edition of the   
Corette to read even more! 

High school boys and girls at the mixer show off their moves while 
dancing to the Cha Cha Slide                   Photo by: Paige Allenspach ‘13

Exec Board, (left to right) Kristen Wacker ‘13, Allie Carreterro ‘13, 
Paige Allenspach ‘13, Anna Smith ‘14, and Maria Lucas ‘13 dress in 
their finest Olympics gear at the mixer.         Photo by: Abby Dolan ‘13

Olympics Mixer
CJ girls went for the gold as they supported their 

favorite teams, dressing up for the Olympic-themed 
mixer that took place last Saturday. 



We want YOU 
to be a part of the 
Corette staff!

Do you love 
writing? 

Are you a fan of 
photography?

It’s Not to Late to Join! 
Come to our next meeting:

Join the Corette Moodle 
Page for updates and 

reminders!
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Activity Period

Room 301


