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Investing in the Mary Babb 
Randolph Cancer Center

Dear Friends, Benefactors, and Colleagues,

A Newsletter for Our Friends

Partnerships • Innovation • Hope

The story on the inside first page on WVU 
Healthcare’s Comprehensive Breast Care 
Program is a testament to the national 
stature of  your Cancer Center. We are 
pleased to note that the program’s three-
year, full accreditation designation by 
the National Accreditation Program for 
Breast Centers is actually a re-accreditation, 
the second consecutive time for this 
achievement.

Another example of  our national 
recognition is indicated in the story on 
page seven that features our U.S. News & 
World Report cancer badge. This is the 
third consecutive year that U.S. News & 
World Report has ranked WVU Hospitals 
as the top hospital in West Virginia with our 
Cancer Program having the best score by far 
of  any such program in the state.

We are very thankful that the quality of  our 
patient care and commitment to innovative 
cancer research speaks to the hearts of  
many individuals who want to help fund 
our efforts as we fight to end the cancer 
burden in our state.  You’ll read about 

Vickie Easter Albert, who raises money 
every year to benefit fellow cancer patients 
and WVU alumnus Stephen McWhorter, 
who recognizes the critical importance of  
research to save young lives and who is 
supporting our work in pediatric cancer.  
We are also grateful to those who came 
to the Pink Party, which raised more than 
$34,000 to help Bonnie’s Bus provide 
lifesaving mammograms to women across 
West Virginia.

In this newsletter, you’ll learn about Dr. 
Malcolm Mattes and Dr. Ann Morris, new 
recruits to the WVU Radiation Oncology 
Department, and Anne Ness, whose vast 
knowledge and experience in clinical trials 
will serve her well as manager of  oncology 
clinical services for our clinical trials 
research unit.

Over the past several months, we were 
honored to host various events, including 
a ceremony for the family and friends of  
Robin Troy.  A canvas painting of  Robin 
and her daughters was placed in the Betty 
Puskar Breast Care Center on the wall of  

the suite that was named in her memory. 
We welcomed several members of  the West 
Virginia state legislature to the Mary Babb 
Randolph Cancer Center and gave them 
the grand tour while sharing strategies we 
are employing to counter cancer health 
disparities in our state.  Additionally, thanks 
to the longstanding generosity of  Jean and 
Laurence DeLynn, your Cancer Center was 
able to attract internationally renowned 
cancer scientist Lewis C. Cantley, PhD, 
to the WVU Health Sciences campus to 
present the annual DeLynn Lecture.

Lastly, we look forward to visiting with you 
at the 30th Annual Cancer Center Gala, 
April 17-18, at The Greenbrier.

When it comes to being recognized as West Virginia’s premier 

cancer facility, the Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center continues 

to live up to its reputation.
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WVU breast care program again recognized as one of the nation’s best

The Comprehensive Breast 

Care Program at WVU 

Healthcare’s Mary Babb 

Randolph Cancer Center 

continues to be nationally 

recognized as one of the best 

such programs in the country.

The WVU Healthcare program has once 
again been granted a three-year, full 
accreditation designation by the National 
Accreditation Program for Breast Centers 
(NAPBC), a program administered by 
the American College of  Surgeons.  
Accreditation by the NAPBC is only given 
to those centers that have voluntarily 
committed to provide the highest level 
of  quality breast care and that undergo 
a rigorous evaluation process and review 
of  their performance.  The breast care 
program’s first three-year, full accreditation 
designation was in 2011.

“This recognition ensures that our 
Breast Care Program provides nationally 
recognized high quality care to our 
patients,” Hannah Hazard, MD, chief  of  the 
WVU Department of  Surgery Division of  
Surgical Oncology, said. “This achievement 
requires internal accountability and a 
willingness to be benchmarked against other 
breast care centers across the country.”

The NAPBC is a consortium of  
professional organizations dedicated to 
the improvement of  the quality of  care 
and monitoring of  outcomes of  patients 
with diseases of  the breast. It rates how 
well breast care facilities measure up to its 
standards of  quality care, which include 
proficiency in the areas of  center leadership, 
clinical management, research, community 
outreach, professional education, and quality 
improvement. WVU’s Comprehensive 
Breast Care Program was 100 percent 
compliant and exceeded the standard set by 
the NAPBC for clinical trial accrual.

“The NAPBC chose our Breast Care 
Program as a model for clinical trial accrual 
in the NAPBC Best Practice Repository,” 
Adham Salkeni, MD, breast cancer specialist 
at the Cancer Center, said. “The NAPBC 

standard for compliance in this area is at 
least 2 percent of  eligible patients enrolled 
in clinical trials; our program has about 25 
percent.”   

WVU Healthcare’s comprehensive 
approach to breast care and breast cancer 
includes a wide range of  services from 
screening mammograms to survivorship 
care and points in between, such as 
minimally invasive biopsy techniques, 
breast conserving surgery, reconstructive 
and plastic surgery, radiation therapy, 
chemotherapy, genetic evaluation, and 
high-risk management. Additionally, new 
breast cancer cases are discussed by a 
multidisciplinary team of  clinicians focused 
and dedicated to the treatment of  women 
with breast cancer.

“Without our multidisciplinary team 
approach, we would not be able to provide 
such high quality patient care, which begins 
at the Betty Puskar Breast Care Center, 
nationally certified by the American College 
of  Radiology as a breast imaging center of  
excellence. 

With the Breast Care Center’s state-of-the-
art imaging and biopsy techniques, we are 
able to provide a comprehensive evaluation 
of  our patients,” Dr. Hazard said. “Our care 
is not limited to the disease itself  but also 
includes the psychosocial implications to the 
patients and their families.”

“Without a doubt, we have a top-notch 
comprehensive breast care program,” Scot 
C. Remick, MD, director of  the Cancer 
Center, said. “I congratulate our stellar 
breast care team on achieving the NAPBC’s 
highest accreditation once again. NAPBC 
accreditation is the seal of  approval for 
breast centers and formally acknowledges 
our commitment to providing optimal care 
for our patients.”

Hazard led the WVU breast care program 
accreditation process. In addition to her, 
the breast care program leadership team 
includes Jessica Partin, MD, current chair; 
Dr. Salkeni, co-chair; and Jaime Good, 
breast program coordinator and clinical data 
manager. 

WVU alum sets up gift to fight childhood cancer

For WVU alumnus Stephen McWhorter, 
giving back to the University to benefit 
children fighting cancer is a ‘heart thing.’ As 
an Episcopalian minister now retired after 
47 years, McWhorter has devoted much of  
his ministry to helping young cancer patients 
and their families deal with the complexities 

and sometimes 
life-threatening 
circumstances 
that a cancer 
diagnosis can 
bring.

“I’ve talked 
to children 
about death 
and conducted 
memorial 
services for 
those who died 
of  cancer,” he 
said.  “One 
of  life’s great 

tragedies is to see kids with cancer.”

McWhorter has set up a gift with the 
WVU Foundation that pays him income 
for his lifetime and helps WVU provide 
future funding for cancer research and care 
for children at the Mary Babb Randolph 

Stephen McWhorter and his faithful furry friends Leuke (left) and 
Alleluia (right).

Cancer Center.  “I’m so pleased to lend my 
name to what the Cancer Center is doing to 
fight cancer,” he said.

A Parkersburg native, McWhorter wanted to 
be a doctor when he enrolled at WVU.  But 
after three and a half  years of  studying for a 
medical degree, he decided to earn a history 
degree instead and then go into the ministry.   
Because of  his continued interest in medical 
issues he became active in hospice and has 
co-founded two hospice programs, served 
on boards, and been the hospice chaplain 
numerous times.  His medical background 
sensitized him to dealing with end-of-life 
challenges. 

Even though he currently lives out of  state 
and could have made a gift to another 
institution, he remains loyal to his alma 
mater and his home state.  “It’s West 
Virginia University, and you can’t take the 
Mountaineer out of  me,” he said.

The Big “C” – those words carry a lot of meaning.  

Fighting cancer is a major day-to-day challenge.

We need your help in this ongoing medical battle.  Your giving now 
and in the future can make a tremendous difference for the Mary 
Babb Randolph Cancer Center.

Whether you choose to have your gift support our faculty in 
carrying out research and clinical responsibilities, program growth, 
facility upgrades, or unrestricted use, it will help in important ways.

One choice is to include a gift provision in your will or revocable 
trust with the wording of  “…to the West Virginia University 
Foundation, Inc. for the benefit of  the Mary Babb Randolph Cancer 
Center.”

Another is to name the WVU Foundation the beneficiary of  a 
retirement account, life insurance or annuity policy and let us know 
how you would like to have your future gift used.  

Both gifts also count in A State of  Minds:  The Campaign for West 
Virginia’s University to help us reach the Cancer Center’s special 
goal if  you will be age 70 or older by the end of  the campaign.  

Contact Dannell Boatman, development specialist, at 304-293-4597 
or dboatman@hsc.wvu.edu.  We can help you help so many.  Comprehensive Breast Care Program team

Making a Lasting Impact on Your Cancer Center
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Dr. Malcolm Mattes has joined the WVU Department of  Radiation 
Oncology.  Dr. Mattes’ special interests include  gastrointestinal cancers, genitourinary 
cancers, and sarcomas.  He is currently involved in several clinical trials, all oriented 
towards improving the diagnosis and treatment of  cancer, and the quality of  life of  
cancer patients.  Before joining the faculty at WVU, he earned his bachelor’s degree at 
the Massachusetts Institute of  Technology and his medical degree at UCLA.  He then 
went on to complete an internship in internal medicine at Stanford University and 
residency in radiation oncology at New York Methodist Hospital.  

Grateful patient donates $6K to help fellow cancer patients

A Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center 
patient who is grateful for the care 
she receives at the Cancer Center has 
made a $6,000 donation to help other 
cancer patients.  Vickie Easter Albert of  
Carmichaels, PA, presented the money to 
Jessica Markley, social worker at the Center, 
following a Pink Day fundraiser that Albert 
spearheaded in June. The money benefits 
the Cancer Center Comfort Fund.

Pink Day is a fundraiser for breast cancer 
started by Proven Winners Flowers 
Company.  For the past four years, Albert 
has teamed up with John G. Brodak’s 
Shop ‘n Save grocery store greenhouses in 
Masontown, Carmichaels, and Millsboro, 
PA, to sell tickets on basket raffles and 
prizes donated by area businesses.  “I thank 
John Brodak for allowing me to make Pink 
Day possible,” Albert said.  “I also thank 
the gals and guy at the greenhouses and so 
many others involved this year.”

Albert said she was pleasantly surprised 
when she received a generous donation 
from someone who wishes to remain 
anonymous.  “It was this person who made 
this fourth year the best ever.  Many, many 
thanks to you!”

With her latest donation, Albert’s total gift 
amount to the Cancer Center Comfort 
Fund is nearly $10,500.

Albert said the Cancer Center Comfort 
Fund helped her when she was diagnosed 
with stage 3B breast cancer in 2009.  “I was 
helped financially and emotionally.   I’m still 
going strong and I still have a long way to 
go; this is just my way of  helping them to 
maybe help another patient someday.”

The Cancer Center Comfort Fund was 
established to provide temporary, short-
term financial assistance for patients being 
treated at the Cancer Center until they can 

be linked with appropriate community, state, 
or national resources.

Vickie Easter Albert (left) presents a $6,000 
donation to MBRCC social worker Jessica 
Markley

 Anne B. Ness joins the WVU CTRU

Anne B. Ness, RN, MSN, has 

been named manager of 

oncology clinical services at 

the West Virginia University 

Mary Babb Randolph Cancer 

Center (MBRCC) Clinical Trials 

Research Unit (CTRU).  

Ness, a registered nurse and certified clinical 
research professional, was formerly senior 
project analyst at University Hospitals (UH) 
Seidman Cancer Center, where she provided 

strategic and operational support to the 
Center’s Clinical Trials Research Unit.

The UH Seidman Cancer Center is part of  
the Case Comprehensive Cancer Center at 
Case Western Reserve University School 
of  Medicine and is one of  12 freestanding 
cancer centers nationwide designated by 
the National Cancer Institute (NCI) as a 
comprehensive cancer center.

“I’m very excited about Anne joining us at 
the CTRU,” Manish Monga, MD, medical 
director of  the WVU Cancer Center Clinical 
Trials Research Unit, said. “Her experience 
at Case Western Reserve University and its 
NCI-designated cancer center will help us 
at the Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center 
move closer to our goal of  becoming an 
NCI-designated comprehensive cancer 
center.”

Ness has more than 16 years’ experience 
in clinical research, mainly phase I through 
phase lll cancer trials, and more than eight 
years’ experience in management positions 
in clinical trials at Seidman. She also 
has extensive knowledge in the clinical, 
financial, database, and regulatory aspects 
of  clinical trials.  

Before coming to WVU, MBRCC Director 
Scot C. Remick, MD, was also at Case 
Western. Ness worked alongside him as 
clinical manager of  the university’s HIV 
malignancies international clinical trials 
program and coordinated two international 
trials in East Africa focused on HIV 
malignancies.  

“We are delighted and very fortunate 
to have the ability to recruit a leader in 
the conduct of  cancer clinical trials and 
research administration for our Clinical 
Trials Research Unit,” Dr. Remick said. 
“Anne brings a breadth of  knowledge 
and experience that is hard to replicate 
in the cancer trials arena, spanning 
first-in-human studies; large cooperative 
group, pharmaceutical trials; and even 
international trials in sub-Saharan Africa.”  

“I’m impressed with the dedication of  all 
of  the members of  the CTRU team at 
the Mary Babb Randolph Cancer Center,” 
Ness said. “They each embody the true 
spirit of  clinical trials, and I look forward 
to continuing to grow and improve clinical 
trial access to the MBRCC community.”

State legislators visit MBRCC

Several members of  the West Virginia 
Legislature Joint Committee on Health 
visited and toured the MBRCC on August 
25 as part of  a regional trip by the state 
legislature to north central West Virginia.  
For MBRCC senior leadership, it was an 
opportunity to educate the lawmakers on 
the cancer health disparities in our state 
and the impact our Center is making in 
addressing them.  MBRCC Director Scot 
Remick, MD, told the lawmakers that we 
need their help to get to the next level of  
national prominence – NCI designation.  
“We’d really like your support,” he said.
 
Graduate students in our Cancer Cell 
Biology Program served as tour guides 
escorting lawmakers throughout our Cancer 
Center with stops in radiation oncology, the 
infusion area, the biospecimen processing 
core and research labs.  The group also 

learned about our multidisciplinary 
tumor boards.  Later that day, they toured 
Bonnie’s Bus and learned about MBRCC 

(left to right) Erik Bey, PhD, and West Virginia legislators Barbara Evans Fleischauer, Ron 
Stollings, William R. Laird IV, and Kelli Sobonya

Cancer Prevention and Control and the 
Betty Puskar Breast Care Center during a 
reception at Blaney House.
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Dr. Ann Morris has joined the WVU Department of  Radiation Oncology.  
Dr. Morris’ specialties include gynecologic malignancies and medical education.  She 
earned her MD at the University of  Iowa Carver College of  Medicine in Iowa City, 
Iowa.  She completed a residency in radiation oncology, an internship in internal 
medicine, and a research fellowship in radiation oncology at the University of  Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics.  Before coming to WVU, she was chief  resident of  radiation 
oncology at the University of  Iowa Hospitals and Clinics.

Dr. Lisa J. Robinson has joined the WVU Department of  Pathology.  
Dr. Robinson earned her MD at Cornell University in New York.  She completed a 
research fellowship in molecular cell biology at Harvard Medical School in Boston, 
MA, a pathology residency at Duke University Medical Center in Durham, NC, and 
a hematopathology fellowship at the University of  New Mexico, in Albuquerque, 
NM.  Before coming to WVU, she was an associate professor in the Department of  
Pathology at the University of  Pittsburgh School of  Medicine, where she did clinical 
hematopathology and research on bone and bone marrow regulation.
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Lewis C. Cantley, PhD, presents DeLynn Lecture

Lewis C. Cantley, PhD, an 

internationally renowned 

cancer scientist, delivered 

the 2014 Laurence and Jean 

DeLynn Lecture “Targeting 

PI3-kinase for Cancer Therapy” 

at the West Virginia University 

Health Sciences Center this 

September.
 
Dr. Cantley’s discovery of  a family of  
enzymes fundamental to understanding 
cancer biology earned him one of  the 
world’s most prestigious academic honors 
in medicine and biology – the 2013 
Breakthrough in Life Sciences Prize.
 
His research team discovered the PI3-kinase 
signal transduction pathway, which plays a 

critical role in many aspects 
of  diverse types of  cancer. 
His more than 20 years 
of  pioneering work in this 
area has led to one of  the 
most promising avenues 
for the development 
of  personalized cancer 
therapies and has already 
resulted in revolutionary 
treatments for not just 
cancer but also diabetes 
and autoimmune diseases. 

Cantley is the Margaret and Herman Sokol 
Professor of  Medicine at Weill Cornell 
Medical College in New York and director 
of  the Sandra and Edward Meyer Cancer 
Center at Weill Cornell Medical College 
and New York Presbyterian Hospital. In 
addition to numerous other awards for 
his research, he is also a fellow of  the 
American Academy of  Arts and Sciences 

Breast Care Center’s new suite named in memory 
of Robin Troy

The new ultrasound suite at the West 
Virginia University Betty Puskar Breast Care 
Center was named in memory of  Robin 
Troy of  Morgantown during a ceremony 
this June at the MBRCC.
 
Mrs. Troy was diagnosed with breast cancer 
at the age of  52 and lost her battle against 
the disease in February 2011. A canvas 
painting of  her and her daughters, Kristy 
Jecklin and Melissa Hefner, was presented 
to the Breast Care Center on behalf  of  the 

Greer companies, 
where Mrs. Troy’s 
husband, Jim, has 
worked for 35 years.
 
“Robin made 
a difference by 
touching countless 
lives,” Dave Jecklin, 
Mrs. Troy’s son-
in-law, said. “This 
painting will be a 
continual reminder 

that cancer affects both patients and their 
families.”
 
The Robin Troy Suite houses a cutting edge 
automated breast ultrasound imaging system 
capable of  detecting hidden breast cancers 
in women with dense breasts. 
 
Morgantown business owner Liz Raese 
made a significant donation for the 
renovation of  the new suite.

and a member of  the National Academy of  
Sciences.
 
Jean and Laurence DeLynn established 
the DeLynn Lecture Series in 1992 with 
an endowed gift to the WVU Mary Babb 
Randolph Cancer Center. The series 
provides educational and informational 
presentations in the area of  cancer research, 
treatment, education, and prevention.

Visiting Committee Spotlight:  Stanley M. Hostler

Stanley M. Hostler was born in 1927 in the 
railroad town of  Bellwood, PA.  He and 
his 17 siblings made it through the Great 
Depression with many fond memories of  

The Pink Party raises more than $34K to benefit Bonnie’s Bus

The Pink Party at Bartini in Morgantown 
on August 4 raised more than $34K to 
benefit the Bonnie Wells Wilson Mobile 
Mammography Program (Bonnie’s Bus).  
Net proceeds from the event will be used by 
the Bus to provide life-saving mammograms 
to women across West Virginia.

The special evening included music by the 
Soul Miners, dancing by the String of  Pearls, 

heavy hors d’oeuvres, a commemorative 
Pink Party glass, a complementary drink, 
tours of  Bonnie’s Bus, and an opportunity 
to participate in silent and live auctions.

WVU President Gordon Gee, who 
auctioned his bowtie for $2,000, thanked Jo 
Statler for her and her husband Ben’s gift 
that made Bonnie’s Bus possible.  “This 
Bus provides an enormous service to West 

Virginia and is a real tribute to your mom,” 
Gee said.

Bonnie’s Bus is named in honor of  
Jo’s mother, Bonnie Wells Wilson, who 
succumbed to breast cancer in a remote 
area of  the state with no access to screening 
mammography.

“Out of sickness and tragedy 

come good things, and that’s 

what we are celebrating,” Gee 

said.

Since 2009, Bonnie’s Bus, a collaborative 
program between the Mary Babb Randolph 
Cancer Center and WVU Healthcare, has 
provided more than 7,500 mammograms to 
West Virginia women, many of  whom are 
uninsured and unable to cover the cost of  
a mammogram. To date, 21 women have 
been diagnosed with breast cancer following 
a screening on Bonnie’s Bus.

The second annual Pink Party at Bartini is 
scheduled for August 3, 2015.

WVU President Gordon Gee auctions his bowtie for $2,000

his wonderful and caring mother.  The GI 
Bill provided his education after serving 
in the Army and Air Force.  He has a 
bachelor’s in history from Gettysburg 
College, a master’s in history from 
Penn State University, and a Doctor of  
Jurisprudence from the WVU College of  
Law.  He began his time at West Virginia 
University in 1959, when he was the first 
director of  the Institute of  Labor Studies.  
During his working career, he has been an 
educator, lawyer, and entrepreneur.  Most 
recently, his time has been spent with 
Protea Bioscience Group, Inc., which is 
based in Morgantown and hoping to lead 
the world in state-of-the-art molecular 
imaging.  His wife of  33 years, Virginia 
Child, is a graduate of  Clendenin High 
School.  She has joined him in providing 
financial support to the University and is an 
active member of  the Charleston Women’s 
Club. Stan is a loyal friend of  the Mary 
Babb Randolph Cancer Center and a highly 
valued member of  the Center’s Visiting 
Committee.

U.S. News & 
World Report 
consistently 
ranks West 
Virginia 
University 

Hospitals (WVUH) as the top 
hospital in West Virginia, and 
recognizes WVUH and the Mary 
Babb Randolph Cancer Center 
as the state’s highest-scoring 
cancer treatment location. The 
national magazine’s annual Best 
Hospitals specialty ranking 
(2014-2015) in the area of  cancer 
lists WVU Hospitals with a score 
of  53.2, which is the 60th best 
score among the 908 hospitals 
nationally that received scores 
in the cancer specialty category.  
This is the best score by far of  
any cancer program in West 
Virginia.

The annual U.S. News Best 
Hospitals rankings, now in their 
25th year, recognize hospitals 
that excel in treating the most 
challenging patients. U.S. News 
publishes Best Hospitals to help 
guide patients who need a high 
level of  care because they face 
particularly difficult surgery, a 
challenging condition, or extra 
risk because of  age or multiple 
health problems. Objective 
measures, such as patient survival 
and safety data, adequacy of  
nurse staffing levels, and other 
data, largely determined the 
rankings in most specialties. 
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The MBRCC and 
its Strollin’ Colon 
participated in the West 
Virginia State Fair in 
Lewisburg this August 
to help raise awareness 
about colorectal cancer 
and the importance of  
screening to prevent 
and detect the disease.  
Colorectal cancer is the 
second leading cancer 
killer in the U.S. and the 
incidence rates for both 
men and women in West 
Virginia are significantly 
higher than U.S. rates.
 
Hundreds of  fair goers 
stopped by to see our 
giant, inflatable colon, 
which illustrates how 
a healthy colon looks 
and shows the stages 
of  colorectal cancer 
development.

MBRCC and Strollin’ Colon participate in West Virginia State Fair

MBRCC Director Scot Remick, MD, was on hand 
to greet and talk with fair attendees, along with 
MBRCC Office of  Philanthropy PR Manager 
Sherry Stoneking.

WVU President Gordon Gee makes a surprise 
visit at the MBRCC Strollin’ Colon exhibit, along 
with WVU chemical engineering student Gabrielle 
Hamner and WVU electrical engineering graduate 
student Brianna Maze.


