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All children can and will learn - in their own time, in their own manner. I believe that the teacher 
is the conduit and the facilitator of knowledge – neither the sole supplier nor the guardian of wisdom. I 
subscribe to the “guide on the side” philosophy as compared to the “sage on the stage.”  Children are 
also teachers. Learning should be interesting. Children learn by doing, touching, feeling, seeing, and 
instructing.  
 As an international educator, I am: 

An Inquirer 
 I like to learn, both from my colleagues and my students. I am a reader. In my classroom, I provide a 
variety of reading and learning materials for both teachers and students. My classroom is welcoming 
and peaceful.  

Knowledgeable  
 I hold the Master’s of Education and multiple certifications. As an encouraging and supportive educator, 
my students are aware that I am not looking for perfection – I am looking for effort.   

(A) Thinker  
I am a reader and a thinker. I created, wrote and instructed a middle-school wide Literacy curriculum, 
addressing the needs of both Learning Support and General Education students. I solve problems both 
logically and intuitively. 

(A) Communicator  
I am bi-lingual (French/English). I recognize that language is an intrinsic part of culture, and therefore, of 
education and the educational process. I work collaboratively with teachers and parents, and provide 
both parties with access to the information required to be successful partners in the education of 
children. In my capacity as SEN Coordinator, I had an open-door policy in my Department and was  
delighted to work with teachers in their classrooms.  

Principled  
I believe in the dignity of being an educator. It is a privilege to be a teacher. I believe in justice and 
fairness for educators, and in the responsibility of educators to be the best that we can be. The teacher 
is also the model for appropriate behavior and codes for participation in society. 

Open-minded 
 I believe that the international educator has a duty and a responsibility to be a decent guest in the 
hosting country, to treat citizens of the country with respect and to be role models in the community. I 
am proud to be a citizen of my own country – and I remember that the citizens of my host country have 
the same feeling. I know that I do not live on a figurative island, and that my actions and behavior affect 
and influence others.  

Caring and (a) Risk-taker   
I believe in creating equal opportunities for all students – learning support or otherwise. Education is the 
right of all, and not the privilege of the few. Like Thurston said, “In a world that couldn’t care less, we 
want to be a people who couldn’t care more.” My role models are Jonathan Kozol and Paulo Freire.  

Balanced  
 I believe in balance – in the classroom and in life. Academic success has its place and alongside that 
success should be a personal feeling of success, contentment and peace.  

Reflective  
I believe in, and support, the concept of continual teacher review and appraisal. As an educator, I should 
be constantly striving for improvement via professional development, further education and 
collaborative learning amongst teachers.  


