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Child and Environmental Assessment and Study 

 Before my higher education, the only assessment I was familiar with was the 

standardized testing I experienced in elementary and middle school.  I understood that the scores 

did not effect my grade in school, but somehow influenced my education.  In the Issues in 

Assessment for Children and Families course I took, I learned that the tests were intended to 

assess for a level of proficiency for all students and to have schools be accountable for students’ 

scores.  A problem with this type of assessment was that it stifled creativity because teachers 

were teaching to the test.  Standardized tests are also informative for parents.  The results of 

standardized tests are not sufficiently explained to parents, and they are left confused with the 

child’s scores.  It is important to know how much children are learning, but assessment needs to 

be done properly in order for children to gain quality education and for parents to understand 

how their children are performing.  

 I have also learned the different aspects to assessment.  For example, there are informal 

and formal assessments.  There are assessments for school age learning, similar to the 

standardized tests.  Portfolios, journaling, and presentations are also a few examples of 

performance assessments that can be used.  There are behavioral assessments, but just like all 

other assessments, there can be factors that influence results.  Behavioral assessments can be 

difficult because young children are experimenting with different behaviors all the time.  There 

are expectations of others that effects the behavior, and the quality of education or intervention 

varies in different places.   

 There are assessments for school readiness and screening.  The results of these 

assessments can greatly influence a child’s continuation in school.  Another form of assessment 

is for classroom environment, which is different than classroom climate.  Before higher 
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education, I would have thought they were the same thing.  Through class discussions and course 

readings, I learned that classroom environment is the broad picture of the context and setting of 

activities. Classroom climate includes the relationships between teachers and students.  Along 

with assessments there are psychometrics that are calculated to determine validity, reliability, 

predicted positive values, and many other values.  

 The most important aspect of assessment is validity.  Validity applies to the tool being 

used.  It is crucial to use a tool that is measuring what it is supposed to measure.  If a measure 

has very little evidence for validity, then a professional would know that the results would not be 

applicable or relevant.  In the assessment course, my peers and I were instructed to look through 

a real assessment tool and find statements about psychometrics.  This exercise was quite difficult 

because we needed to apply our knowledge of assessments to real practice.  There were a few 

times where I thought the tool was describing reliability, but there was not sufficient evidence for 

the claims. 

 Scoring an assessment can also be a complicated task depending on the measure being 

used.  Three lectures were presented on three types of classroom assessments.  The measures 

involved different domains which each have different dimensions.  One measure was on a 

numbered scale and the other two involved checking boxes with reverse scoring. 

 Assessment is an important aspect of child development.  Creating valid and reliable 

tools takes time and work.  Being objective while utilizing a tool also takes practice, but is a 

crucial requirement.  I have struggled with what happens after an assessment has been 

completed.  In the assessment course, I practiced with a tool called The Classroom Assessment 

Scoring System.  Before my higher education, I wouldn’t have understood the point of 

assessment, and I wouldn’t have conducted the observations for the assessment correctly.  
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Throughout the observations, I learned how to be objective and score the quality of the 

classroom.  After the assessment was complete, I wrote a paper describing the tool, the process 

and the results.  If a child development specialist were to complete an environmental assessment, 

I believe the results would be reviewed and weaknesses would be identified.  Teachers would be 

able to understand where strengths are in their classroom, but could also make adjustments based 

on the results.   

 Another assignment I have completed that contributed to my understanding of child 

assessment was the Desired Results Narrative.  In my practicum course I completed a Desired 

Results Development Profile for a child in a preschool classroom.  I objectively wrote 

observation notes for each measure that fell under each developmental domain.  The narrative 

was a summary of my observations, and it included goals for teachers and staff.  These goals 

were created with the intent that the child develop further in areas of improvement.  After 

reviewing my narrative, I am able to see how activities and language could be implemented to 

facilitate learning.  Working in a preschool classroom, observing in a preschool classroom and 

learning in my higher education classes has helped me gain knowledge and experience in child 

assessment.   
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