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Developmental Context 

Working in a children’s center funded by the state, a lab preschool where most of the 

children come from families of professors or students, and an elite gym children’s daycare, I 

have experienced interactions with a diverse population of children.  I have also watched a 

number of documentaries about children growing up under diverse and difficult circumstances.  

All of these experiences have helped me learn more about multiple environmental contexts and 

how they influence children’s development.  The one thing I learned the most about was 

Bronfenbrenner’s model and all the things that influence children’s lives.  Even the 

chronological period a child grows up in influences his or her life.  The gender, age, health, well-

being, ethnicity, and personality of a child are all factors of a child’s development.  The size of 

the family, the income of the family, history, geography, and religion also affect how a child 

develops.   

Relationships are also a huge part of environmental contexts.  Whether the child is part of 

the relationship or not, all relationships influence how a child grows and develops.  Some 

environmental contexts could provide protective factors and some could be risk factors.  

Protective factors reduce the chances of neglect and abuse.  Risk factors predict negative 

outcomes or disorders for a child.  Looking at a child’s life as a whole, one can determine the 

status of his or her environmental context.  Environmental contexts influence each other as well.  

If a parent has lost his job and cannot afford to buy food, then the child will become 

malnourished, and there could be a level of stress put on the relationship between the parent and 

child.  The physical and emotional wellbeing of the child will be affected.  If a parent has social 

connections, then that could be considered a protective factor.  However, if the social 
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connections are not promoting positive interactions, then those relationships become a risk 

factor.   

Of all the things I have learned in this area, the thing that surprises and challenges me the 

most is the fact that many parents do not understand and acknowledge the multiple 

environmental contexts that children grow and develop in.  An example could be a parent’s 

concern for her baby who has not started to explore walking.  If the parent understood all the 

possible environmental influences, then she might guess that the furniture to assist the child in 

the “pull to stand” behavior is lacking in her home.  It could be the case that the mother carries 

her child quite often, and the child finds no need to explore moving on her own.  Maybe the child 

is not starting to walk because of both of those reasons combined.  Many times it is difficult to 

pinpoint an exact context responsible for a developed behavior or characteristic.  I hope to 

inform people who work and raise children of these contexts and how to increase protective 

factors in a child’s environment.  No matter how significant, nor miniscule, anything in a child’s 

environment can influence his or her development in some way.     

Being a life-long learner, I will continue to stay informed about new findings in 

environmental contexts.  I plan on watching TedTalks, reading articles and discussing 

developmental contexts with colleagues.  What I have appreciated is that I have had the chance 

to understand the environmental influences on my development and that I can use my knowledge 

to positively influence children’s development.     

 In my Methods of Inquiry class, I wrote a research paper on mothers’ employment and its 

influence on the child’s sociability.  My prior knowledge about attachment theory had me interested in 

children’s social development and how it would be affected depending on the mother’s commitment to 

her job.  While I was writing this paper, I was strictly focused on the amount of time a mother worked and 
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how much time she spent fostering a relationship with her child.  Looking back and thinking about 

Bronfenbrenner’s model, I could have included a factor on employment satisfaction.  If a mother was not 

satisfied with her job and had tiring relationships at work, then that could also influence the quality of 

interactions with her child when she comes home.  Having a hard day at work could cause the mother to 

take out her frustration on her spouse, or worse, her child.   

 In my Children in a Changing World class, I read a nonfictional book about a young girl who 

grew up in Cambodia.  By reading, reflecting, and writing a paper, my knowledge about environmental 

contexts grew tremendously.  Before the assignment I was able to apply Bronfenbrenner’s model to 

mainstream America and the children living here.  After the assignment, I was able to broaden my 

understanding and see how extreme environmental contexts’ influence can be on a child.  This assignment 

also brought my attention to the necessity of systems that help support the well-being of children.  

Children do not get to choose what environment they grow up in; therefore, systems that promote 

protective factors and provide positive influences are needed all across the world.     
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