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 This speech will be delivered to UAB education majors, UAB graduate students and 

teachers. Tyrenda Williams-Reed, Director of Outreach will be the speaker. This speech will be 

delivered at UAB. This speech is used to motivate students and professionals to volunteer for the 

Center for a New Generation program and express the difference they can make with their 

educational knowledge and skills.  

Slide #1 is already on screen as guests arrive.  

INTRODUCTION:  

 Hello, my name is Tyrenda Williams-Reed and I am the Director of Outreach for The A.G. 

Gatson Boys and Girls Club. First, I want to thank you for coming this afternoon. For those of 

you who do not know, The A.G. Gatson Boys and Girls Club was founded in 1966 by A.G. 

Gatson with a vision in mind. The mission of the organization is, " To inspire and enable young 

people in the Birmingham metro area, especially those from disadvantaged circumstances, to 

realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens." The A.G. Gatson Boys 

and Girls Club and Birmingham City Schools have taken an innovative step to achieving this 

mission with "The Center for a New Generation" (Transition to Slide 2) In 1991, The Center for 

a New Generation was co-founded by Condoleezza Rice in California. In 1996, the program 

merged with the Boys and Girls Club of America.  

Transition to Body: The Center for a New Generation is a wonderful after-school program that 

truly aims to inspire young people. By partnering with Birmingham City Schools, the A.G. 



Gatson looks to provide a program that will offer disadvantaged children an opportunity they 

would not otherwise receive.  

BODY: 

I. The Center for a New Generation is a program that truly makes a difference in the lives of the 

students that participate. The Center for a New Generation is the first implemented in the state of 

Alabama. The Center for a New Generation is the result of a partnership between The A.G. 

Gatson Boys and Girls Club and Birmingham City Schools. (TRANSITION TO SLIDE 3)  The 

Center for a New Generation is designed to enrich and educate students in a variety of ways. The 

program is designed to balance homework help and enrichment activities in science, technology, 

engineering, arts and mathematics. In this picture, you can see our volunteers teaching some of 

our children about percussion! (TRANSITION TO SLIDE 4) Again, you can see the variety of 

ways we stimulate and educate our students. Percussion and dancing are just two of the 

instruments we use to teach our kids! By focusing on these enrichment opportunities, we hope to 

increase the learning opportunities that these children would not receive otherwise.  

Transition to II. So now you know we have told you what the Center for a New Generation 

affords our students. But let me take a moment to tell you all about what it affords YOU. 

II. (Show SLIDE 6): As I mentioned previously, The Center for a New Generation at Hayes K-8 

is the first CNG in the state of Alabama. As part of the A.G. Gaston Boys and Girls Club 

"Building a Better Future" campaign, we are trying to establish three more locations in the 

Birmingham area by May 2015. This is no small order and to accomplish this goal, we need 

YOU! To establish new CNG locations, we need people like you. People who are passionate and 

knowledgeable about education and people who can make a difference. Our Center for a New 



Generation program employs credentialed teachers or high-performing professionals. Then CNG 

programs utilize college students to work as assistants in our classrooms. This is why we are 

speaking to you today. (Pause and make eye contact with audience members.) With need 

people with your knowledge, skills and expertise. (Place emphasis on these words) Many of 

you are in education to make a difference in the lives of young people. To build a better future. 

The Center for a New Generation will expose under-nurtured and low-income children to an 

educational environment that they would otherwise not experience outside of school. One of our 

UAB volunteers, Brandon Hatcher says, " Every day that I work at The Center for a New 

Generation, I am reminded of what my purpose is in life: to serve. I am so thankful to have those 

students in my life!"  

Transition to III. The Center for a New Generation needs you, but the question that I am sure is 

on your mind is, "What can working with The Center for a New Generation do for me?" For each 

of you here, working with the CNG will provide you with the opportunity to do something truly 

extraordinary. 

III. The Center for a New Generation provides a wide range of opportunities for professionals 

across the education spectrum. The CNG hires professional and experienced education 

professionals to teach its CNG programs at its various locations. It then utilizes college students 

to work as assistants alongside these professionals. So, why does that benefit you? Real world 

experience. Working in a real teaching environment provides you an opportunity to learn outside 

of the classroom. Speaking of real world experience, how about resume building? Volunteering 

with The Center for a New Generation shows initiative, it shows your passion for education and 

it makes you look great to potential employers! Who wouldn't want that? The benefits aren't just 

for our college students though! To our graduate students and even current teachers, The Center 



for a New Generation also proves beneficial for you! The Center for a New Generation operates 

for three hours after regular school hours every weekday and in these three hours you get to 

influence students. Because the program focuses on academics and arts, you get to expose these 

children to a whole new world. This program also focuses on under-nurtured and low-income 

children. With these children you will truly make a difference.  

Transition to Conclusion: Ask yourselves why not work with The Center for a New 

Generation? With this program we want to build a better future for Birmingham. To do this we 

need your help. These children need your help.  

Conclusion (Transition to slide 7):  It was once said that, "A man without education is like a 

building without a foundation." The same thing can be said for Birmingham. Without education 

the future of Birmingham will have no foundation. To build a better future for our city, we must 

reach out to children who otherwise won't have the opportunity to truly learn. This task is 

difficult, and it will be impossible without you. Birmingham needs educators like you to inspire 

its students and The Center for a New Generation is the perfect place to do this. With you as our 

partner, we can truly make a difference. And working together we can build a better 

Birmingham. 



Tyrenda Williams-Reed  

Director of Outreach 









Volunteers teaching dance classes at CNG 



 

 

 



 

“A man without education 
is like a building without 

a foundation.”  


