
SLO III.  Developmental Context 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of the multiple environmental contexts in which children 

grow and develop, and will be able to analyze systems that support children’s well-being.  

 

During my second year at California State University, Chico I wrote about my experience 

growing up as a child and being raised on a large plot of land with very little money. As I reflect 

back, I realize that the environment had a great impact on my development. I wrote about how 

my environment allowed me to play hands on and learn from the world around me. In the 

writing, I reflect on Erikson’s theory about how providing the child with the ability to play in the 

world around them allows them to learn. I used the example of being allowed to play with 

rolley-polleys and ants and being able to compare and contrast the two and how I learned from 

that experience. While writing the paper, I reflected on the physical environment. However, I 

now realize that I could have expanded on the assignment and not just referred to the physical 

environment. The environment of the child does not just refer to where the child is located 

geographically or what setting in which they are. It refers to what can affect the child. 

 Children grow throughout multiple environments. A child is influenced by multiple 

contexts that they learn. A good example of this is Bronfenbrener’s ecological model. This 

model displays five levels of environmental influences: the microsystem, mesosystem, 

macrosystem, exsosystem, and the chronosystem. Each of these have a different influence on 

the child. The microsystem has a direct connection to the child- the family, school, 

neighborhood play areas. Next is the mesosystem. The mesosystem is the influence the 

exsosystem has on the microsystem. The exsosystem is considered to be media, friends of the 



family, and social welfare programs that the family may receive. Next, the macrosystem, is the 

attitudes of the culture in which the child is living. And finally, the chronosystem is any events 

that are occurring during that time period. The Bronfenbrenner ecological model was 

something that I struggled to learn in my early college career. I struggled with how the level 

interrelated to each other. However, I now understand how the effects of one level can affect 

others and in turn effect the child. 

 In my Family Reflection Paper that was written in my third year at the university, I wrote 

about an interview I did with a family and how an adolescent reflects on their environment 

growing up. She stated that she came from a very loving family that spent exponential time 

with her. Her environment appeared to be positive and provided her with the opportunity to 

grow.  

 Overall, I feel like I have learned that the multiple layers of environment have an impact 

on a child and what they learn. Environment does not just mean the physical place that the 

child is in. Environment refers to what impacts the child. Bronfenbrenner states that even 

something that effects extended family can trickle down to the child. Being a lifelong learner, it 

is my hope to continue to understand the influences of environment more and be able to give 

children the systems that will help support those most. I’d like to analyze more studies that 

identify how environmental factors influence the child. 


