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Colleague Interview Questions

Directions: Your task is to interview two people who are or have been employed in the career field you
plan to pursue. This is called an “Informational Interview” where you are asking questions and trying to
obtain information from someone who is experienced and seasoned in your career field.

Interview #1|Name of Person Interviewed: Lauren Meyers

1.

10.

Why did this type of work interest you, and how did you get started? There were job openings at the zoo when |

first moved out here from Indiana and | continued to move up in the aquarium.

What is your job like on a typical day? Stressful, I over see everything in the aquarium when the main boss (Jeff) isn't here.

I'm in charge of putting together orders more food for the animals and salt for the marine water.

What percentage of your time is spent doing what? Half of my time is spent making sure everything is in order from the

tanks to the every day tasks. The other half is spent on getting things ready for the tanks, which is food prep and a list of tanks that

need to be cleaned.

From your perspective, what are the problems you see working in this field? Some problems doing this job are

paying attention to what needs to be done. There's a lot to do in a day and if you're not on top of it the day can slip away from you.

What are the educational, requirements for this job? What other types of credentials or licenses are
required? What types of training do companies offer persons entering this field? Honestly all you need is a basic

education and a dive certification. We don't offer dive training but places like sports chalet do.

What are the skills that are most important for a position in this field? To be able to focus and work for long periods

of time with your coworkers.

If your position were suddenly eliminated, what kinds of work do you feel prepared to do?
| would probably go into any job that has to do with animals or environmental conservation.

What interests you least about the job or creates the most stress? Nothing about my job doesn't interest me but

the most stressful part of my job would be when me and Jeff (the main boss) switch positions because what happens when | have off doesn't

relay back to me until two days later.

What sorts of changes are occurring in your occupation? We are currently trying to get some new animals to liven

up some of the tanks. Mostly trying to get an octopus.

Do you have any advice for someone interested in this field/job? Are there any written materials you

suggest | read? Which trade/professional journals and organizations would help me learn more about this
field? Work hard and you'll be fine. As long as you have a calm head and focus there's nothing you would have a problem with.

Things you could watch are nature specials or anything that has to do with marine life.
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Interview #2|Name of Person Interviewed: Kaitlyn Conely

1.

10.

Why did this type of work interest you, and how did you get started? ! originally started out as a volunteer and worked

for 2 years before | actually got a job. | love marine animals and the aquarium was a perfect fit.

What is your job like on a typical day? Our days normally start out with basic cleaning and feeds on tanks. We make sure to

check pH measurements and change water so the animals have the clean environments to live in.

What percentage of your time is spent doing what? Most of my time is spent on managing the tanks whether its diving

and cleaning them or changing the exhibits so they look nicer and are better for the animals environments.

From your perspective, what are the problems you see working in this field? One of the main problems is the

communication. Sometimes jobs get done twice or don't get done at all because of the lack of communication.

What are the educational, requirements for this job? What other types of credentials or licenses are
required? What types of training do companies offer persons entering this field? To be able to dive in the tanks

you have to be at least level one scuba certified.

What are the skills that are most important for a position in this field? Overall, I think you need to be good with

animals and also need to be dedicated to what you do.

If your position were suddenly eliminated, what kinds of work do you feel prepared to do?
Anything with animals.

What interests you least about the job or creates the most stress? Communication and creating the dive schedules.

What sorts of changes are occurring in your occupation? We plan on making new exhibits and bringing in a wider

variety of animals.

Do you have any advice for someone interested in this field/job? Are there any written materials you

suggest | read? Which trade/professional journals and organizations would help me learn more about this
field? Enjoy what you do and stick with it if it's what you love! Anything nature/ocean related would probably benefit you learning

about this job.



http://www.quintcareers.com/information_interview.html

	obtain information from someone who is experienced and seasoned in your career field: Lauren Meyers
	undefined_2: There were job openings at the zoo when I 
	Why did this type of work interest you and how did you get started 1: first moved out here from Indiana and I continued to move up in the aquarium. 
	Why did this type of work interest you and how did you get started 2: 
	undefined_3: Stressful, I over see everything in the aquarium when the main boss (Jeff) isn't here. 
	What is your job like on a typical day 1: I'm in charge of putting together orders more food for the animals and salt for the marine water.
	What is your job like on a typical day 2: 
	undefined_4: Half of my time is spent making sure everything is in order from the 
	What percentage of your time is spent doing what 1: tanks to the every day tasks. The other half is spent on getting things ready for the tanks, which is food prep and a list of tanks that 
	What percentage of your time is spent doing what 2: need to be cleaned. 
	What percentage of your time is spent doing what 3: 
	undefined_5: Some problems doing this job are
	From your perspective what are the problems you see working in this field 1: paying attention to what needs to be done. There's a lot to do in a day and if you're not on top of it the day can slip away from you.
	From your perspective what are the problems you see working in this field 2: 
	From your perspective what are the problems you see working in this field 3: 
	What are the educational requirements for this job What other types of credentials or licenses are: Honestly all you need is a basic 
	required What types of training do companies offer persons entering this field 1: education and a dive certification. We don't offer dive training but places like sports chalet do. 
	required What types of training do companies offer persons entering this field 2: 
	required What types of training do companies offer persons entering this field 3: 
	undefined_6: To be able to focus and work for long periods
	What are the skills that are most important for a position in this field 1: of time with your coworkers. 
	What are the skills that are most important for a position in this field 2: 
	What are the skills that are most important for a position in this field 3: 
	If your position were suddenly eliminated what kinds of work do you feel prepared to do 1: I would probably go into any job that has to do with animals or environmental conservation. 
	If your position were suddenly eliminated what kinds of work do you feel prepared to do 2: 
	If your position were suddenly eliminated what kinds of work do you feel prepared to do 3: 
	undefined_7: Nothing about my job doesn't interest me but 
	What interests you least about the job or creates the most stress 1: the most stressful part of my job would be when me and Jeff (the main boss) switch positions because what happens when I have off doesn't
	What interests you least about the job or creates the most stress 2: relay back to me until two days later. 
	undefined_8: We are currently trying to get some new animals to liven 
	What sorts of changes are occurring in your occupation 1: up some of the tanks. Mostly trying to get an octopus. 
	What sorts of changes are occurring in your occupation 2: 
	suggest I read Which tradeprofessional journals and organizations would help me learn more about this: Work hard and you'll be fine. As long as you have a calm head and focus there's nothing you would have a problem with.
	field 1: Things you could watch are nature specials or anything that has to do with marine life.
	field 2: 
	Interview 2Name of Person Interviewed: Kaitlyn Conely
	undefined_10: I originally started out as a volunteer and worked
	Why did this type of work interest you and how did you get started 1_2: for 2 years before I actually got a job. I love marine animals and the aquarium was a perfect fit.
	Why did this type of work interest you and how did you get started 2_2: 
	undefined_11: Our days normally start out with basic cleaning and feeds on tanks. We make sure to 
	What is your job like on a typical day 1_2: check pH measurements and change water so the animals have the clean environments to live in. 
	What is your job like on a typical day 2_2: 
	undefined_12: Most of my time is spent on managing the tanks whether its diving
	What percentage of your time is spent doing what 1_2: and cleaning them or changing the exhibits so they look nicer and are better for the animals environments.  
	What percentage of your time is spent doing what 2_2: 
	What percentage of your time is spent doing what 3_2: 
	undefined_13: One of the main problems is the 
	From your perspective what are the problems you see working in this field 1_2: communication. Sometimes jobs get done twice or don't get done at all because of the lack of communication. 
	From your perspective what are the problems you see working in this field 2_2: 
	From your perspective what are the problems you see working in this field 3_2: 
	What are the educational requirements for this job What other types of credentials or licenses are_2: To be able to dive in the tanks
	required What types of training do companies offer persons entering this field 1_2: you have to be at least level one scuba certified. 
	required What types of training do companies offer persons entering this field 2_2: 
	required What types of training do companies offer persons entering this field 3_2: 
	undefined_14: Overall, I think you need to be good with
	What are the skills that are most important for a position in this field 1_2: animals and also need to be dedicated to what you do. 
	What are the skills that are most important for a position in this field 2_2: 
	What are the skills that are most important for a position in this field 3_2: 
	If your position were suddenly eliminated what kinds of work do you feel prepared to do 1_2: Anything with animals.
	If your position were suddenly eliminated what kinds of work do you feel prepared to do 2_2: 
	If your position were suddenly eliminated what kinds of work do you feel prepared to do 3_2: 
	undefined_15: Communication and creating the dive schedules.
	What interests you least about the job or creates the most stress 1_2: 
	What interests you least about the job or creates the most stress 2_2: 
	undefined_16: We plan on making new exhibits and bringing in a wider
	What sorts of changes are occurring in your occupation 1_2: variety of animals. 
	What sorts of changes are occurring in your occupation 2_2: 
	suggest I read Which tradeprofessional journals and organizations would help me learn more about this_2: Enjoy what you do and stick with it if it's what you love! Anything nature/ocean related would probably benefit you learning 
	field 1_2: about this job.
	field 2_2: 
	date: 
	Name: Amber Rayes


