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Reading 2 
1) Please describe an ethical dilemma/challenge related to 

children and/or families that you have either 
experienced or considered. This dilemma/challenge may be 
personal or professional. 
 
An ethical dilemma that I have considered while working in early 
childhood education would be relationships between children. An 
example of this would be one child walks over towards a teacher 
and points to another child and says, “ her clothes are gross, 
nothing she’s wearing is pretty.” In this example the child wearing 
the “gross” clothes comes from a low socio-economic background. 
 

2)  After describing the dilemma/challenge, please discuss further 
according to some of these following questions:How was the 
dilemma resolved? What role did you play? What might you 
have done differently? Or, what would you change? How did 
you feel then and how do you feel now...and why? Or, describe 
how the dilemma, the resolution and the experience makes you 
feel. 
 
In this situation there are many things that pose a challenge. First of 
all you need to let the child know who is pointing at the other child 
that it is not nice to say things like that, while not making the other 
child feel “different” or “less-than” anyone else. I would probably 
say something like “her clothes aren’t gross they’re just different 
from yours” or “ouch that wasn’t very nice I don’t think I would feel 
very good if I heard that”. In this scenario I (the teacher) would most 
likely play the facilitator. This situation would make me feel sad 
because I wouldn’t want the other child to feel different or get their 
feelings hurt. I also wouldn’t want to make the child who said it sad, 
because they most likely aren’t aware that that isn’t very nice. I 
would hope that I would be able to let the first child know that just 
because that child is wearing different clothes doesn’t mean we 
should point and say things, and let the other child know that 
they’re just as important and look just as good as the other children. 
If its something that happens often because the childs clothes are 
almost always either dirty or tattered I would possibly change 
him/her into other clothes, maybe blame it on water play. Also you 



could give “donated” clothes to the parent saying that there were 
extras that the classroom no longer needs if they are interested, but 
not forcing the clothes on the parents. This in itself could be another 
ethical dilemma. 


