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Objective 1: Learn more about Common Core or NCLB (learn about the 

curriculum implemented at the specific school I’m interning at) 

A. A 2 page literature review on the type of curriculum at Emma Wilson Elementary.  
 

 For many years, America’s education system has not been the leading model of excellence.  

Many other countries’ education systems have been showing successful outcomes for students in all 

subjects.  The recent education initiative, Common Core State Standards (CCSS), focuses on English 

Language Arts and mathematics.  Administrators, experts, teachers, and school chiefs from across the 

nation have joined together to create national standards.  They believed the nation’s population of 

students needed a common goal to reach for each grade level for the most important subjects in school.  

The goal of CCSS is that all students are able to develop skills and knowledge necessary to graduate high 

school and progress in higher education and in life (“About the Standards”, 2015).     

Writing is a critical form of communication in all aspects of life.  Starting at a very young age, 

children are picking up writing tools and scribbling on whatever they can reach.  Mo, Kopke, Hawkins, 

Troia, and Olinghouse (2014) explain the importance of writing development in education, and how 

teachers can use specific strategies to help students reach CCSS for English Language Arts.  Techniques 

like text models, rubrics, peer feedback, checklists, and comparing strong essays to weak essays are all 

effective for students’ writing development.  Peer feedback is not only a way for a student to receive 

constructive criticism from a classmate, but it is also a way for a student to practice giving constructive 

criticism back.  When a student reads another student’s paper, then he or she is tapping into his or her 

metacognition.  Students are practicing to evaluate the process of writing and how well they 

comprehend the essay while monitoring the structure of writing (Mo et al., 2014).  Surprisingly, 

understanding the purpose of writing and understanding the process of writing is not a standard for any 

grade level.  “While the Standards focus on what is most essential, they do not describe all that can or 

should be taught” (“Read the Standards”, 2015).  Metacognition does not truly begin to develop in the 
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human brain until adolescence.  Students in sixth and seventh grade begin to understand which 

strategies work best and which do not (Bjorklund, 2012).  Improving metacognition is a skill that is not 

set by CCSS, but one that will hopefully develop on its own as students goes through their k-12 

education.   

Implementing new curriculum means working extra hard to catch up students who are already 

far along in the education system.   Without a doubt, there are students who fall behind on state 

standards.  With the new CCSS to focus on, teachers are being pushed to get students to improve 

significantly more on their skills and knowledge.  Even with the challenge, 43 states, four territories, and 

the District of Columbia voluntarily adopted the initiative and are implementing CCSS (“About the 

Standards”, 2015).  Along with new and revised standards for mathematics and English Language Arts, 

teachers are being presented with new strategies and techniques to implement in their classrooms.  In 

order for the new reform to be successful, teachers want more training, more planning with 

professional staff, more collaboration with other teachers, and more planning time on their own (Ruchti, 

Jenkins & Agamba, 2013). If all students are supposed to meet the same standards, then all teachers and 

administrators need to be supporting each other to make it happen.  

Common Core State Standards was implemented in 2009, and therefore, there are still many 

questions and doubts.  As time goes on, the CCSS will continue to be a state-led movement that is 

overseen by the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and the Council of Chief State 

School Officers (“Implementation and Future Work”, 2015).  It will strive to prepare students of America 

to meet the high demands of colleges and occupations.  By laying a concrete foundation down, students 

will be able to move from county to state and still be able to continue on the right path to success.   
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