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DMACC administration officials are putting forth a proposal March 14 to the 

college’s Board of Directors requesting a tuition hike of  $6.60 per credit hour effective 

this fall.  

“Just like any business, costs just go up,” said DMACC President Rob Denson. 

Denson will present the tuition proposal to the college’s board of directors March 14. 

 New faculty and a 4 percent increase in the college’s materials and supply fund 

were among the reasons for the increase, he said. 

IPERS, the state employees’ retirement system, is also asking for an increase in 

allocation but Denson believes that won’t happen yet.  

“The budget process is always awkward,” he said. Denson said when budgeting 

you always plan to “include the kitchen sink” and that’s why he’s recommending the 

$6.60 hike.  

“We’ve got to put in what might happen,” he said. 

If IPERS doesn’t need the allocation Denson, believes the increase could 

immediately be lowered to only $5.60 per credit hour. 

Denson and Kim Linduska, Vice President of Academic Affairs, led a discussion with 

student leaders on March 2 about the increase. Student Activity Council members from 

all campuses were invited to attend.  

West Campus SAC President, Jeff Lieberman, said the increase would be both 

good and bad.  

“It (the money) is going to come back to us,” he said.  

Lieberman said the increase would help West campus’s SAC since most of its 

funds come from tuition. He said the hike would really affect students who have to pay 

for their own education. “It’s going to hurt them more,” he said. 



During its general meeting March 2 the Ankeny SAC said it supports the 

administration. “(DMACC has) high class teachers for being a community college,” said 

Ankeny SAC member, Dani Morton. 

Urban Campus SAC President, Kim Lewellin, said she supports the decision since 

it will benefit students in the long term.  

“I’m okay with it (raising tuition) knowing we’ll get full-time faculty,” she said.  

Denson said he felt most of the SAC members present at the meeting were “fairly 

supportive” of the increase. 

However, the exact amount the increase will be still depends largely on much 

money DMACC receives from the state legislature. “You just never know,” Linduska 

said.  

Governor Tom Vilsack has set the statewide funding for community colleges at 

$5.6 million. Denson, said however, some Republicans in the legislature are saying it 

could be as much as $6.2 million. 

“We could go lower if they (the state) bless us with as much money as we had 

hoped,” Linduska said. She said if the state provides enough funding, the hike in tuition 

could be as low as $4.60 per credit hour. 

Despite the rise in tuition, Linduska said DMACC’s enrollment is still high and 

doesn’t expect the increase to hurt enrollment numbers.  

“DMACC is still very affordable,” she said. 
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