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 With a significant amount of the budget spent, the Drake Senate is ending its busy 

fall semester and looking ahead to next spring. 

 “[The semester] went really well,” said Student Body president Lauren Smith. 

Senator, and Entrepreneurial Management sophomore Steven Amos agreed:  

“Senate has been going great. The process of working with an active legislative 

body has been such an encouraging experience. The senators all come from different 

backgrounds, which offers the Senate many different perspectives on a lot of issues,” he 

said. 

Smith said the senate has spent a “significant” amount of its budget including 

some of next semester’s funds but said the budget will still balance for the spring 

semester.   

Part of the money being spent will go towards projects for next semester such as 

the Student Savings Club.   

“This is a program that will allow Drake students to use their IDs to receive 

discounts at business all over the Des Moines area,” said Amos.  

And there are other programs Smith said that would be helping the Senate raise 

money.  One of those projects is placing boxes around campus to collect used ink 

cartridges from students.  

“It will raise a few dollars for every ink cartridge recycled,” she said.   



Smith, a senior in graphic design, said the Senate also worked on its “strategic 

plan.” This plan, which all departments work on, lays out the time line for next semester, 

but Smith says it will also be used as a transition piece as she prepares to graduate. 

Neither Amos nor Smith had any particular projects they considered to be their 

“pets,” but Smith said they worked harder on student safety and security this semester.  

“We conducted a survey this semester about campus security,” she said, adding 

that student safety is a big priority for her. 

 Both Smith and Amos did say active participation was at its best this semester.  

“Having an active group of senators and students wanting to participate and make 

changes in student politics helped a lot,” Smith said. 
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