
Developmental Context 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Students will demonstrate knowledge of the multiple environmental 
contexts in which children grow and develop, and will be able to 

analyze systems that support children’s well being. 
 
 I have learned a great deal about the environments in which children 

grow and develop most effectively. I believe that my most valuable experience 

in learning about effective environments for children was my experience 

working in a toddler age classroom. I worked at a facility on the California State 

University, Chico campus called The Associated Students Child Development 

Lab. The head teachers really stressed the importance of the environment on 

the child’s learning experience. The environment must act as a tool in helping 

teachers to further the development of the children in the classroom. The head 

teachers at the Associated Students Child Development Lab made sure that the 

environment was there as a tool for us to use. They also modeled appropriate 

teaching behaviors, guidance techniques and even words and phrases for us to 

use. The teachers’ language, presence, and attitude play an important role for 

the child. The atmosphere of the classroom sets the tone of the child’s learning 

and the teachers set the tone of the atmosphere. Through experimenting with 

the techniques that were modeled for me, I was able to practice and figure out 

what type of teacher I wanted to become. I think this is a great way for new 

teachers to shape their own individualized and unique style of teaching.  

On Monday nights, we had staff meetings where we were able to get 

feedback from our head teachers and ask any questions. The head teachers 



also provided reasoning behind why things were done certain ways in the 

classroom and how it would be beneficial to the child. Often times, the head 

teachers would explain why certain materials would be put out or taken back to 

the storage room, or why furniture or learning stations were moved around. 

Through taking notes, observing and reflecting upon these experiences, I was 

able to really absorb how and why the classroom environment was set up in a 

particular way. During my time in the toddler classroom at the Associated 

Students Child Development Lab, I was able to observe a shift in head teachers, 

and therefore I observed a shift in classroom management and leadership style. 

This type of variety was extremely beneficial to my learning experience. I found 

the Monday night meetings to be extremely informative and I am fortunate to 

have received such high quality training.  

 Being a life long learner, I will continue to examine the different 

environmental contexts in which children grow and develop. Because our world 

is always changing, it is important to remain a life long learner. With technology 

moving so quickly, family structures and norms are changing rapidly. With new 

research coming out, I think it is important to pay attention and remain flexible 

when analyzing systems that support the well being of children. During a 

leadership seminar on strengthening families that I attended, the speaker shared 

that he reads two articles per week to keep up to date in order to do his job 

more effectively. I think this is a valuable piece of advice that I would love to 

engage in myself, especially after I have finished with my Bachelor’s degree.  



 Each and every child is different. This is what challenges me the most 

about understanding the context in which children develop best and this is what 

I struggle with most. Since each child has individualized needs and must be 

catered to accordingly, it is often times difficult to create an environment in 

which all of the children in the classroom are going to best excel in.  

 In a past course, entitled Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum for 

Children, I was required to implement several lesson plans. Through these 

implementations, I was able to apply the knowledge from past work experience 

in other child care facilities. I remember in one of my implementations, I chose to 

complete the lesson plan outdoors in order to better facilitate movement. It was 

important for me to make that last minute change because it allowed the 

lesson to be more effective because the children had more room to move and 

breath. Because we were outdoors on the lawn, the children were more 

inclined to move further and scream louder. The curriculum implementation 

included moving like animals and making noises like different animals. This is an 

example of how the appropriate usage of environment can positively effect the 

development of children. In a second implementation through the same course, 

I implemented an activity involving singing. I also worked to implement this 

activity outdoors for the same reason.  

  

  

 


