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I felt that my curriculum response was extremely successful! I found a cute 

song online and I made up my own tune to the words. Each child got a turn to 

pass the bean bag to their friend and after each child had gone, they seemed 

to want another turn. Teacher Amanda and Maestra Eleanor helped me start it 

again for a second, and even a third, round. Since it was Halloween, many 

parents had taken their children home early to go trick-or-treating downtown, so 

I only had about 8 children. Although this number was higher than the four to six 

children Maestra Maria recommended to me, it worked out well. Having 

Teacher Amanda and Maestra Eleanor there to assist me was very helpful.  

According to Copple & Bredekamp, the preschool years are extremely 

important for friendship development. “Children who have an easier time 

making friends are likely to be more self-regulated and to have better 

understanding of other’s thoughts and feelings” (121).  

The first part to my curriculum response was reading a short book on 

friendship called Together by George Ella Lyon. Although it was fun to read the 

book and all of the children were quiet and attentive, I felt that the game with 

the song was much more beneficial and fun for the children. I do believe that 

you can never read enough to and with children, however I think my curriculum 

response could have done without the book. I really enjoyed the book I chose 

though and would have loved to read it to a smaller group of children. I think 



reading in a small group is more effective because you can stop at each page 

and initiate conversation about the illustrations in the book and what is going 

on. I am sure that you can do this with a larger group as well, however I have 

not practiced or feel comfortable doing that yet. Most of my book reading 

experience with children (at the ASCDL and at Chapman Elementary for EDTE 

255) has consisted of working with one or two children at the most. I want to 

gain more experience reading books to larger groups of children, however, so I 

am glad I tried it in this curriculum response. It is developmentally appropriate to 

read to children every day and to use strategies such as asking questions like 

‘What do you think he’ll do now?’ “ (Copple & Bredekamp, 167).  

I personally really enjoyed doing a curriculum response that I planned 

form the beginning because it gave me the freedom to alter my choices and to 

play it by ear. If the children had not been enjoying the game, I would have 

altered my actions. Since beginning my work with children, I have been eager 

for the opportunity to plan and run different activities with and for the children.  

 


