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Homeless Children and their Education


A topic that is not talked about enough in the school systems is homeless children in America and their education.  Homelessness was a big problem in America in the mid nineteen-fifties and the problem reoccured again in the early 1990’s.  When most people think about homeless people they think of adults and rarely children, but there are definitely a great amount of homeless children in America today.  One of the biggest struggles homeless children to have is to be able to do their school work and participate normally like every other child in the classroom.  Thankfully, there is the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act in America, which requires that, “states ensure that homeless children have access to a free appropriate education and that the school districts provide child homelessness data to the federal government”, (Pg 9, Carrillo).  This is the first step to making these children have normal lives.


There is very little information on how to handle a child that is homeless in the classroom.  The world needs to be a lot more informed about this issue and a lot more studies need to be conducted, so that school psychologists and teachers will be and feel more prepared.  Some issues that the parent, teachers, and psychologists will face is immunization records, transportation issues, policy pertaining to residency, and lastly, available school records.  Teachers and psychologists also need to be taught how to speak with these children because they have been through a lot.  Homeless children experience developmental delays four times the rate of children who are not homeless.  There needs to be a policy put in place at schools to help the children adapt to these schools and a plan for success.  


Early intervention is very important for homeless children.  Attacking the problem early will help the child succeed in the future.  If the school districts do not address the problem and let this continue, these children will be robbed of their education.  These children cannot help themselves, they need their parents help, the school boards help, and especially the teacher’s help.  If these kids get a good education, it can literally change their lives.  Today, more and more families are becoming homeless from all the layoffs from jobs and this is very serious.  More than ever, the school districts need to help these children and accept them into their schools so hopefully they can better that life for the good.  These children are the future of America and it is the teacher’s job to prepare these children for their rest of their lives, that includes homeless children as well.


The outcomes that I would really love to see from the efforts of our schools and teachers is to have happy children who are all well educated.  There are many ways to accomplish this task.  One way to help the homeless children succeed is through 

giving the child and their parent or guardian a list of resources and places that can help support the child or/and family.  A second thing that the schools can do is to accept the homeless children into their schools and allow them to have an education.  A third thing that can occur is an after school program for the children who need a little extra time with their school work.  This would require for the teacher’s to put in extra work, but it can be a great benefit for the children.  As teachers, let’s make the world a better place by helping these children succeed in school.
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Talking Points

Homeless Children and their Education

1.  Awareness about Homeless Children
There needs to be a lot more data on homeless children in America, so that more people can informed on their needs and be able to identify a homeless student in the classroom at school too.  There is not a lot of information on how to handle a situation like this, so there needs to be more data as well as studies to prepare the schools and teachers on what is the best actions to take.  These children are the future of America and America should be trying to aid this problem in any way possible.

2. If the problem is not fixed...

If the problem is not fixed then more and more children in America will be robbed of their education.  By giving the children an education, the schools are also allowing the children to have a second chance to change their lives.  If the children are robbed of their education, most likely those children will follow the trend they are already in, being homeless.  There is so much potential in every child and it is our jobs as teachers to give these children a second chance at life and help them succeed their dreams.

3.  Ways schools and teachers can help
There are many ways that teachers and the schools can help aid these homeless children.  Some ways is by giving them resources and programs that help them, after school programs, being a good listener, and lastly to love these children.
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Twitter Tweet

Every child deserves an education, even homeless children. Let’s change the world and give these children a second chance.


