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Career Assignment 1 

 
Review and reflect on the documents Career Opportunities in Child 
Development and What Can I Do With This Degree? located on BbLearn in the 
folder for this assignment. 
 
Write a response under each bullet with the minimum of a paragraph (using at 
least 3 complete sentences; no bullets) covering the following: 
 

1. What do you plan to do with this degree? Discuss at least three different 
kinds of things that interest you.  
I am interested in pursuing a career that involves working (interacting) 
with families (i.e. parents and children) who may need additional help in 
acquiring resources and/or services for their child or children who may 
need special needs services or prevention services. Three different things 
that I could potentially see myself doing with this degree include working 
at an agency providing information to families on various services 
and/or programs, providing informational meetings in the community for 
families who are interested and are seeking more information on 
programs and services for their child or children in order to address 
certain needs (or prevention), or working one-on-one with families who 
are receiving services and or attending programs (i.e. reflecting on the 
progress (if any) made.  
 

2. Are your chosen interests on the handout? If not, where should it be 
added? Do you think that the coursework in the Child Development 
major has prepared you for your chosen interests?  Explain, mentioning 
at least one area that could have been addressed more thoroughly. 
The interests that I have listed can connect to various different career 
opportunities. I think that the coursework in the Child Development 
major could be increased more in order to address interests in pursuing 
careers that involve advocating for families and children who have 
special needs or who are seeking prevention programs and services. 
CHLD 382 (Professional Seminar: Current Issues) provides some insight 
about what sort of issues may arise when interacting or working with 
families or children, but it does not provide in depth knowledge on how 
to pursue after assessing the situation. Maybe providing training 
workshops in addition to this particular course would benefit those 
individuals, like me, who are interested in pursuing careers that involve 
working with families and infants/children who may have special needs 
obtain services and or program information. 
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3. Give a timeline for your chosen interests.  First, I will 
probably…then…and then…ending with your dream job. 
 First, I will probably intern or volunteer my time at a local agency in town 
in order to become familiar with all the aspects that the agency 
encompasses and the different types of services that are provided. 
Then, I will apply when an opening becomes available (at a local 
agency in town). Once I have become a fellow employee I will 
continue to work my way up the ladder until reaching that dream job of 
providing referrals and information to families who might not normally be 
able to obtain such information. I want to be able to empower and 
strengthen that parent-child relationship with knowledge about child 
development, which I think is essential to any individual who is pursuing 
the role of “parent.”  
 

4. Given your choices, what further education might you need?  
I might need to pursue further social work classes and education in order 
to be eligible when it comes time to apply for the Master’s Degree 
program in Social Work. I might need a Master’s Degree in Social Work 
because of the fact that some of my beginning work experience could 
be considered duties and responsibilities of a social worker. I will also 
want to obtain the Child Development permit, just in case all my plans 
fall through, so I can be permitted to run a preschool classroom and or 
facility.  
 

5. Given your choices, look at the strategies and self evaluate for strengths 
and challenges.  

a. What feelings does this bring to you?  
The idea of continuing my education makes me happy because I 
love learning. I never get tired of obtaining knowledge that I 
know I will apply in the “real world.” I am not too confident about 
entering the Master’s Degree program for Social Work. I would 
imagine that it is somewhat similar to being an actual social 
worker with more cases than one individual can juggle, but that’s 
the trick and skill that social workers have- they juggle multiple 
cases at one time. I am fairly confident that I will be able to 
pursue my plan about working at a local agency here in the 
community of Chico.   

b. Will others (family and friends) be supportive of your choices?  
My family might not be too thrilled with the idea that I will keep 
going to school, since I have already spent six years post-High 
School continuously studying. I firmly believe that my family and 
friends will be supportive no matter what path I choose to pursue. 
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In the long run, I will hopefully be working my dream job- and that 
is the important factor. It doesn’t really matter how long it takes 
me to get there, as long as I do. 
 
 
 

6. Brainstorm to make connections.  Identify several people who are part 
of your life who may be a resource for volunteer or job opportunities.  For 
each person you identify, what opportunity might they provide? If you 
are planning on graduate school, who might you ask for a reference? 
Why? My mother is currently receiving services from Rowell Family 
Empowerment. I think her Case Manager might be a person with 
connections. I could potentially ask her about any volunteer or 
internship opportunities, which can provide a crucial part in “getting my 
foot in the door.” If I plan on graduate school I plan on asking references 
from my prior internship site supervisors: Maria from Mi Escuelita Maya, 
and my CHLD 492 internship site supervisor.  
 

7. If you are currently enrolled in CHLD 492, how is this career related to 
your internship in CHLD 492?  Mention at least two things you hope to 
learn from your CHLD 492 internship that will impact your career 
decisions.  
I am pursuing to obtain an internship at the Parent and Infant Program in 
Chico for CHLD 492. This potential internship could be the start of me 
pursuing my dream job. If I can land a job after I graduate and stay with 
this agency I could increase my work experience while at the same time 
going up the ladder and gaining more opportunities to seek advanced 
employment.  
 

8. Explore a career oriented website, either www.indeed.com or 
www.linkedin.com (you have to register to use www.linked.in.com) What 
did you find?  
As I browsed through both websites I realized that obtaining a Master’s 
degree will be highly beneficial as I saw that many of the posting job 
opportunities under the title “Child Development” require a Master’s 
degree in Social Work, Child Development, Education, Psychology, and 
other related fields. I need to start acquiring work experience (even if it’s 
volunteer). These were two of the most dominating requirements that I 
noticed while browsing through all available job opportunities for both of 
the websites. 
 

9. What is your response to the career assessment response Kate Buckley 
discussed?  Have you completed career/leadership/style testing 

http://www.indeed.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/
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previously?  If so, which testing did you complete?  What did you learn 
from that?  
The Self-Inventory assessment that Kate Buckley discussed proved to be 
something different than what I have been accustomed to in the past. I 
remember back in High School the counselors provided us students with 
career assessments that were a little similar, in the sense that our 
personal strengths were assessed and measured. I don’t remember the 
exact name of the type of testing. The particular career assessment 
response that Kate Buckley introduced seemed to make more sense to 
me because it was taking into considerations the Core Values that 
identified me as an individual.  

 
10. What do you think was the most helpful piece of information shared by 

Kate Buckley from the CSU Chico Career Center during class? Why? I 
think that the most helpful piece of information shared was the fact that 
alumni of Chico State can still access the Career Center even after 
graduating from Chico State. This piece of information sort of comforts 
me in a way because I know that if I haven’t found a career by the time 
I graduate- I can always come back to Chico State and check job 
opportunities while practicing and polishing off my interview skills until I 
land a job.  

 
 

This is due electronically before the Week 2 class session through the course 
BbLearn assignment link.   Please bring a printed copy to class during Week 2 
for an Inter-Teaching/Peer Feedback activity. 


