
SLO II.  Child and Environmental Assessment and Study 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of assessment issues and perform qualitative and 
quantitative assessments of children and their environments. 

 

A major component in any assessment tool, which should always be the first area a 

researcher and or observer addresses, relates to "is this a valid and reliable assessment tool to 

use?" This concept is by far one of the most important that I have learned throughout my Child 

Development college career. To paint a more visual picture, validity and reliability are the main 

foundations for an adequate assessment tool. If those particular foundations are not strong 

enough, all other concepts that follow will not be strong in their own respective areas. I believe 

this is an idea that anyone who takes a course about assessments will learn, and if you don't 

learn it the first time, you will learn within the next half a dozen times it is reiterated.  

These concepts of reliability and validity play an important part when considering 

parents of children whom you may be assessing. Making sure that the assessment tool is 

acceptable, so that if parents arise with questions that relate to “Are you sure about the 

diagnosis?”; we as Child Development professionals will be knowledgeable enough to say “yes, 

and I can show you why.” I speak from personal experience in regards to this matter because I 

believe that no parent wishes for a diagnosis that his or her child may have to carry for the 

remainder of his or her life, or even a misdiagnosis, which is often times worse. 

Another important aspect about assessments that I never realized was imperative to a 

child’s development- the environment. Assessing the environment in order to ensure children 

are being presented with a satisfactory learning space that is supporting positive development 



is vital. I definitely grew in knowledge in this area because the environment never crossed my 

mind until it was brought up in an upper-division Child Development course: Assessment Issues 

for Children and Families.  

All of these issues and important aspects are imperative to thoroughly comprehend 

because they will always be around. I only wish that there would have been more exposure to 

assessment issues during my Child Development college career. I believe in order to spread 

more awareness to assessment issues, the general public should be encouraged to take 

informational courses or seminars that discuss the many different types of issues that go along 

with assessments. As of right now, I am still spreading what knowledge I have obtained about 

these particular assessment issues, and plan to continue learning about different types of 

assessments and issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I have been able to demonstrate great growth while working closely with the items 

pertaining to the Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP), which assesses different areas 

of development (including social and emotional development, language and literacy 

development, etc.) through observation in a natural setting. I feel like I became an expert with 

particular measures pertaining to language and literacy development because these were 

related to my inquiry project, which was a main focus in a previous Child Development class. I 

spent a significant amount of time observing infants, and throughout that time I was able to 

familiarize myself well enough to the point where I felt comfortable enough working the DRDP 

assessment tool, and therefore gain more experience with a specific tool of assessment that is 

valid and reliable.  

The other supporting documentation involves the environment. Not only are a child’s 

behaviors, knowledge, and skills able to be documented and assessed; the environment in 

which the child interacts is also able to be assessed and regarded as to whether or not it is an 

adequate environment that provides and supports further development in children. I was able 

to learn how many different parts and pieces and how significant (or not) they can be. 

Accessibility is a main concept that was repeatedly shown in the Early Childhood Environmental 

Rating Scale- Revised (ECERS-R). I experienced how much time needs to be spent while 

assessing an early childhood environment with this particular rating scale, which is due to the 

many details that the observer needs to fill in about quantities (i.e. how many chairs, how many 

tables, how many different types of clothing for the dramatic playing area). 


