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Introduction

As a freelance or fiction writer, you are probably wondering what you will be 

writing during the new year. Or maybe you are taking the time to plan the 

coming year and are looking for quick ideas to get you started. Either way, 

these writing prompts will help.



52 Writing Prompts for the Freelance Writer

Are you planning your freelance writings now that the new year is upon us, or 

just looking for a quick idea about what you could write about today? This list 

will help. The 52 writing ideas here are my gift to you. Use one, or all. Enjoy the 

writing process, and have a happy holiday season, and a wonderful new year.

Shannon L. Buck

1. Do a 'year in review' article highlighting the 'Top 10 Articles of (Previous 

Year)' to feature on your blog, leading readers to the 10 articles that 

attracted the most attention for you. NOTE: I did this last January for 

each of my blogs and channels. For most of these outlets, those blog posts 

will be in my Top 10 for this year, further getting those articles noticed. 

2. Write an article highlighting the areas where you were successful last 

year, and another highlighting what this years goals are.

3. Get a head start on your December articles by writing a New Year's 

Resolution guide for your blog, and scheduling it to post December. 

4. Take 3 a little further and create an ebook on the topic to give away on 

your site in December.

5. Think ahead, and create a Christmas giveaway to be posted the day after 

Thanksgiving. This might be your own ebook of writing prompts. Be sure 



to use original ideas so your readers truly benefit. 

6. The Christmas giveaway may be a collection of your families holiday 

recipes.

7. Or perhaps a holiday gift guide geared toward writers.

8. Do something for Thanksgiving as well, posting (possibly) a Guide for the 

Thankful Freelancer or some such ebook. 

9. Create a Winter Wonderland series of posts, where you highlight how your 

readers can finish the projects they have been putting off completing 

during the winter months, perhaps tying them in with their goals for the 

year. 

10. Food writers, start trying new recipes for Valentine's day. Take photos 

of each step in the preparation for each dish, and write food 

articles/recipes for them. Be ready to publish them to your site by mid 

January. Try posting 1 a day for the entire last week of that month. 

11. Craft writers, create a video post of you making a crafty gift for 

Valentine's Day. Maybe a handmade card, or a scrapbook. Put this on your 

site, with a well thought out description.

12. Write a piece on the history of Valentine's Day. 

13. Do a little research. Find out why someone from Ireland might choose 

not to celebrate St. Patrick's Day. Write about your findings.

14. If you write for Teachers, daycare providers or families, write an article 

about the Top 10 Winter Activities for Families. Teachers and Childcare 

providers often pass interesting things along to parents. This would be a 

good way to get your name out. 



15. Local writers might go on a photo taking adventure. The photographs 

could be used to write a '5 Best Places to Visit in (your home town) this 

Winter' article.

16. Writers might also write an article about ice fishing safety, how to stay 

safe if you get lost in the woods, or one on tracking animals. 

17. Do you write for childrens magazines? Offer ideas for fun winter 

activities to do by themselves, with friends, and with their families.

18. Write a list of all-time best books for a particular age group.

19. Or a list of books for parents to read to or with their children, such as 

the Little House on The Prairie series. NOTE: My nephew loved for me to 

read this series to him when he was 8 and 9 years old. 

20. Create a best of the best list of classic books.

21. Do you write for homeschool families? Consider a longer piece on 

classics, that children should be familiar with before they begin college.

22. Write about about the seasonal changes from winter to spring. 

23. Research the historical significance of Easter, as it relates to Ostara. 

Write a series of articles on this topic.

24. Rather than writing an article, post a series of photographs depicting 

the seasonal changes from winter to spring. Give each photo a title and a 

short description, and be sure to mention location(s).

25. A Pagan writer might find out spring rituals. What is done in different 

regions? Compare and contrast.

26. Write about the benefits of writing outside.

27. Write about the need to stay active, even if your freelance business is 



one that does not require a lot of activity. Do not forget to mention ways 

that you can add physical activity to your already overly scheduled day. 

28. Write about your favorite places to work, outside the home. Like at the 

park, or the beach. Why do you enjoy working in these places?

29. Write about the various festivals of spring around the world.

30. Create a series of articles, with photographs or videos, depicting 

different places that families might bring their children during the 

summer months.

31. Research different summer programs in your area, and do a write up as 

a Summer Fun Guide for parents detailing what the benefits of the 

different programs are for their children. 

32. Start a Healthy You series on your blog, as a monthly column. Fitness 

and nutrition are important for overall health, no matter the career 

choice. How can your readers stay healthy.

33. When traveling, take photos and notes on places you visit. Once settled 

back at home, write articles about your adventures. You can sell these, 

though you may want to contact publications before you actually write the 

articles, or place them on your own blog. Your readers may enjoy the 

occasional blog post about your adventures. They show you are human. 

34. Create a series of unusual facts about your industry.

35. Write a summer safety series: Heat stroke, sunburn, water safety, etc.

36. Foodies, be sure to include summer salads on your blog or in your 

column. 

37. And barbecue recipes.



38. And you might as well write a post about food safety during barbecues, 

picnics and at the beach.

39. Write about the health hazards of DEET.

40. Create a guide for safe sunblocks. Not necessarily what is available at 

the pharmacy. 

41. Write a series about the toxins in common drinking water. The stuff 

coming from your faucet. Include one on fluoride. Do your research.

42. Write a series of blog posts about ways to market your freelance 

business. 

43. Write about why you decided to become a blogger, what steps you took 

to start your business, and how you are progressing. This could actually 

be a good way to begin a blog if you don't have one already, breaking them 

up into a series of blog posts. Schedule them to post throughout the first 

week. If you already have a blog, do not hesitate to add these to it. 

44. Crafters, create a summer crafting series for children. A weekly summer 

column depicting a new craft each week that will aid in keeping children 

busy while they are not in school.

45. Foodies, do these same with recipes. Many children love to help out in 

the kitchen. Make the recipes simple, but include some for different age 

levels. 

46. If you are a foodie, you will also want to concentrate on back to school 

recipes. Easy recipes to aid parents in getting their children out the door 

with a healthy breakfast, great lunch sack ideas that are also healthy, 

and after school snack ideas that give them a boost of nutrition and tide 



children over until dinner. 

47. Write about the article writing process.

48. Post about the need to take a break once in a while. How important it is 

to relax once in a while. And how to doing so will benefit your business.

49. Write about the struggles of being a freelance writer. Everyone writes 

about the advantages, but what we are doing is not always easy. 

50. Now write about how to combat those struggles. How can your readers 

get through those tough times?

51. Think about the pros of your freelance business. You could share these 

with your readers as well.

52. Write about your hopes. Your goals for your business. Open this up to 

discussion with your readers. What are their hopes and goals? Do they 

differ from yours? Are they the same? In what ways might you help each 

other to obtain these goals? 



Bonus

12 Prompts for the Fiction Writer

Fiction writers, here are enough writing prompts for you to write a short story 

each month for a year. Or, choose one prompt and write a novella, novelette, or 

even an entire novel. Enjoy the process, and let your creativity shine through.

Happy Holidays!

Shannon L. Buck

1. "Santa didn't come," Johnny said to his mother, a tear trickling down his 

cheek. "You were right." 

2. Be careful what you wish for.

3. I told you it was a stupid idea.

4. "Why would you do that to me?"

5. Write about a man having the worst day ever.

6. "I can't go on like this," she said, turning to walk out the door. "I am 

sorry." 

7. Write about a boy who is sick, who gets his biggest wish.

8. "I want you to realize just how important this is. To me. To you. To 

everyone."



9. Write about a magical world where fairies play, and cause mischief 

whenever possible. 

10. The man in the mirror isn't me. But who else could it be?

11. "Why do I think about such horrible things? It makes me feel bad, but I 

just can't help myself." "Do you ever act on these things?" "Well, I..." 

12. Write about the perfect wedding day, that later turned into a disaster for 

the groom.
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