
Ashtin Campbell 
Prompt: Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an 
intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma-anything that is of 
personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what 
steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. 
 

I have watched family and friends alike struggle with disease. Several of my 

family members have fought cancer. Some fought a courageous and successful battle, 

but, unfortunately, some were not as lucky. My great-grandmother died of breast 

cancer, and a friend of my mom’s lost a years-long fight with stage four glioblastoma. 

I was devastated when the news broke that my dad’s friend—Eugene, but he was 

Skip to everyone he knew—was diagnosed with stage four glioblastoma. He has two sons 

who are several years younger than myself that I sympathized with while their father 

fought cancer. I was worried, though, because I did not know how much could be done 

to help him. I was even more concerned because I had already watched a friend pass 

from the same aggressive form of cancer. He is now in remission after attending a 

medical trial at UCLA and undergoing a series of procedures, and his story has given me 

hope for the future of medical science.  

I remember seeing Skip for the first time after his surgery. I was relieved of a year 

of anxiety when I greeted him and gave him a hug. I was so happy that nobody had lost a 

meaningful person in their life and that two kids would be able to live their life with 

their father to guide them. 

The experience of losing a friend to cancer has been devastating. It has shown the 

horrors of the disease to innocent eyes. It has made me realize that anyone can be 

diagnosed at anytime, and there is no cure to ensure survival. The prospect of anyone 



losing a loved one to cancer deeply concerns me. The idea of cancer continuing to take 

the lives of people everywhere inspires me to pursue a career in microbiology and work 

towards a cure for the disease. I would work with professors and fellow graduate 

students to get tactile lab experience while in college. Then, I would apply my knowledge 

in the field of medical research by researching for a university. I plan to add to the 

extensive amount of research that already exists in the pursuit of information about 

cancer. Even if I am unsuccessful, at the very least I would make it easier for future 

microbiologists by leaving ground-breaking research that may eventually guide others to 

a cure for cancer. 

The burden of losing a loved one is heart-wrenching, and thousands of people 

have to live with this harsh reality. I plan to change this, and make cancer a disease that 

nobody is ever lost to. I owe it to those who have passed because they are the reason I 

accept this great challenge: to find a cure. 


