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My life has been a series of events, each one molding who I have become. Each experience, 

every voice I’ve heard, every face I’ve seen, everything is interconnected in someway or another. My 

world was and continues to be events rather than places. It is the people who surround me. Those 

whose bright faces and familiar voices fill me with joy.  More specifically, my immediate family. They, 

of all people, have been the most influential in who I have become as a person as well as influencing . 

 I was three years old when my younger brother was born. Francisco, my only sibling, became 

a source of inspiration to become a responsible individual. Because he was younger, although not very 

much younger, I felt compelled to become a role model. Initially, I felt responsible just for him. I made 

myself responsible in teaching him to write, I taught him what I knew in regards to math and I even 

taught him the most insignificant things. Such being how to color within the lines of his coloring books 

and even how to tie his shoes. As I grew older, I knew I would need to expand that new sense of 

responsibility to everything I did. He became the reason I did all my school work, the reason I did all 

my chores at home without the need to be told, the reason I  chose to take care and prioritize. I aspired 

to become a better human as well as hoped that one day I would inspire someone to be just as 

responsible. I needed to make sure he did not grow up to be a man of poor judgment and lack of control 

in aspects of his life. 

As two of the most important aspects of my world, my parents, Marisol and Rafael, are top of 

my “most influential” list. They have shaped me to be who I am. A dreamer.  My father, one of the 

friendliest people I know always urged me to be compassionate and caring. Always lending a helping 

hand; every time someone needs help loading their groceries, or if someone is short some change, or if 

someone dropped something, he is there to save the day. My father’s life philosophy of giving people 













 




