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June 30, 2015 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

It is a true privilege to write this letter of recommendation on behalf of Todd Kieffer.  I have had 

the benefit of working under Todd over the past seven years as a third and fifth grade teacher.  

Since joining the Folwell family, Todd has found a balance in his support of our teachers, our 

families, and most importantly, our students.  We were blessed to have him at our school. 

 

Todd’s greatest strength is his ability to build and maintain strong relationships.  He formed 

these relationships with students, families, and staff.  Students at Folwell always felt safe and 

supported.  This was largely in part to Mr. Kieffer’s presence.  He got into classrooms, interacted 

with students before and after school, in the hallways, and on the playground.  Parents of Folwell 

students were also very important to Todd.  He attended all PTSA meetings, was involved with 

helping to plan and run school events, and he was approachable.  Parents felt comfortable 

coming to him when they had concerns.  Our staff also valued relationships that Mr. Kieffer built 

with us.  He was a strong communicator and was receptive to feedback.  We always knew that he 

valued us as human beings first.  These positive relationships led to a positive work environment. 

 

Todd’s focus on anti-bullying helped to create an atmosphere where students care about others.  

The work he did in our classrooms taught students that they need to stand up for themselves and 

peers.  Todd cared about our students and made it a priority that they feel safe at school. 

 

While managing the school and maintaining high expectations for students, Todd has placed 

emphasis on using technology to enhance instruction for students.  He has worked with our 

technology committee, PTSA, and district technology leaders to create a comprehensive plan for 

greatly increasing the access to technology for our staff and students.  He understands the 

importance of embracing technology as an important tool for engaging students while preparing 

them with 21
st
 century skills.  Thanks to this commitment, Folwell is one of the district leaders in 

providing engaging, technology enhanced learning for our students. 

 

It has been a pleasure to work in a school with a strong administrator that keeps a focus on the 

learning and wellbeing of both students and staff.  As a teacher at Folwell, I have felt supported 

both professionally and personally.  He created a comfortable and supportive work environment 

for staff.  He communicated openly with staff and was willing to admit (and fix) mistakes.  I 

would recommend Todd Kieffer for any position that seeks a compassionate leader who will 

learn with his staff. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael Olson 

Grade 5 Teacher 

Folwell Elementary 

Work - (507)328-3233 

miolson@rochester.k12.mn.us 

Cell – (507)273-0475 

603 S.W. 15
th

 Avenue 

Rochester, Minnesota 55902 

Office (507)328-3220 

Attendance (507)328-3221 


