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Grace Medical Home Awarded $135,000 Grant by Dr. Phillips Charities 
                   Funds Will Help Orlando Non-Profit Expand Mental Health Services  
 
ORLANDO, Fla. –– Grace Medical Home has been awarded a grant in the amount of $135,000 by Dr. 
Phillips Charities to help its patients.  The funds will allow the Orlando non-profit to expand mental 
health services and launch a new spiritual care program to help serve the low income and uninsured in 
Orange County. 
 
“The mental health needs among the poor in our county are overwhelming.” said Grace Medical Home 
Director Dr. Marvin Hardy. “Grace primarily opened several years ago to improve the physical health to 
those in need…however we quickly learned that the patients’ mental health and emotional needs are often 
the greatest barrier we face.’ 
 
Low-income patients, due to numerous unique risk factors, are often in need of significant mental health 
counseling.  However most cannot afford to pay. The new Spiritual Care program will help those patients 
who may need encouragement but are not ready for counseling. 
 
 “This is precisely what the low-income, uninsured in our community lack because of insurance status and 
cost barriers” said Grace Executive Director Stephanie Garris. “This very generous grant will give us a 
chance to help a population that is just as deserving of mental health care as those that have insurance.” 
 
Over the next few months existing primary care physicians at Grace will be trained to use screening tools 
on every patient to evaluate mental health issues and coordinate patient care with mental health services. 
This will include regular team meetings, learning sessions, and one-on-one training. The ultimate goal is 
to double the number of patients enrolled in on-going mental counseling at Grace, by increasing the 
number of mental health volunteers as well as psychiatric health professionals who can better address 
mental health needs.   
 
 
 
 
 
About Grace Medical Home 
Established by a group of community leaders, Grace Medical Home is a 501(c)(3) that serves as a missing link in Central Florida’s health care 
system by providing an exceptional medical practice to serve the ongoing, primary care needs of prevention, wellness and sick care to the low 
income, uninsured of Central Florida. Since opening in 2010, Grace Medical Home has served more than NUMBER area residents. For more 
information on Grace, please visit GraceMedicalHome.org. 
 
 
About Dr. Phillips Charities 
The Dr. Phillips name has been a major economic and philanthropic presence in the Central Florida community since the turn of the 20th century.  
Dr. Phillips Charities (Dr. Phillips Inc. and The Dr. P. Phillips Foundation) uses the earnings from its investment and real estate income to give 
financial assistance to hundreds of charities serving primarily in Orange and Osceola counties.  Dr. Phillips has contributed more than $150 
million in grants and pledges to Central Florida. www.drphillips.org. 
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