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Forum Puts Spotlight on Human Trafficking in Sonoma County 
Speakers include law enforcement and advocacy groups 

 
(Santa Rosa, CA – September 19, 2013) Coming on the heels of a summer rife 
with prostitution arrests, the Sonoma County Commission on Human Rights will 
host a panel forum and Q & A on Human Trafficking in Sonoma, 1 to 3 p.m., 
Saturday, October 5 at the Hyatt Vineyard Creek Hotel and Spa, 170 Railroad 
Square, Santa Rosa. 
 
The free, educational event will inform citizens on how victims are recruited in 
Sonoma County, who’s recruiting them and how to recognize when someone is 
being trafficked. Special emphasis will be put on protecting children, who are 
particularly vulnerable to trafficking – the average age of entry into forced 
prostitution is between 12- to 14-years old. 
 
Featured speakers include law enforcement professionals and representatives of 
advocacy organizations. Among them are Sonoma County District Attorney Jill 
Ravitch, Det. Chris Mahurin of the Santa Rosa Police Department’s Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Assault Unit (which also focuses on human trafficking and 
child exploitation) Dana Bryant, executive director and co-founder of Crossing the 
Jordan, a support organization for women and children who have experienced 
violence, FBI Special Agent Marty Parker, and sexual assault advocate Michelle 
Doyel of advocacy and support group VERITY. 
 
“When most people think of human trafficking, they think of it as an issue that 
happens somewhere else in the world,” says Dmitra Smith, 1st District 
Commissioner of the Sonoma County Human Rights Commission. “To learn that 
this involves children right here in Sonoma county is not only shocking and 
deplorable, it's a wake up call that we need to take swift action. We need to 
educate the public and help save the children of our community from this 
nightmare. This is how we begin to make change.” 
 
For more information, visit 
Facebook.com/SonomaCountyCommissionOnHumanRights or call 707 565 
2693, or email chr@sonoma-county.org  
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