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Multicultural Experience Statement of Jordan Dawdy 
 
Circumstances, both beyond and within my control, have given me an invaluable view of life. 
Some aspects, like being raised in poverty and being gay, I have no control over. However, they 
have had a tremendous influence over the aspects I can control, such as seeking community and 
cultivating sustainable agriculture. These experiences have made me the person (educator/ 
partner/friend/farmer/mentor) I am today. 
 Growing up in poverty means so much more than not having enough money or 
resources. Poverty has shaped my vision of the world and has at times constrained what I 
thought possible to achieve. My own experience has left me with strong feelings of want, of 
never having enough, and of never getting ahead. At a young age, I was forced to understand the 
institutionalization and normalization of poverty. I learned that there exist places and spaces for 
the poor and, unfortunately, that many just accept this as a part of life. This acceptance by 
society at-large has allowed many others and myself to be marginalized, as if our lives some how 
matter less. 
 Being gay causes me to critically view my own status in various settings. Although it feels 
as though American society has become much less threatening and more tolerant, I am still 
aware of the fact that my safety and well-being can be called into question because of the person 
I share my love with. At times, it has been a struggle to work past the feelings of fear or rejection 
and come to a place of acceptance. Frequently, I take stock in my surroundings, in academia and 
elsewhere, and see where and how my LGBTQ community is being represented. Despite how far 
our society has come, isolation persisted and propelled me to find some sense of community. 
  I feel fortunate in that I have found others that I have developed strong communal 
bonds. My time living within a rural, queer community allowed me to examine my own struggle 
through the lives of others. Living intentionally offered me moments to think past myself and 
begin to truly empathize with others, building kinship that is almost impossible to measure. The 
experience granted me the opportunity to realize my own potential for reciprocity and greater 
contribution, along with the means to do so in a sustaining manner. My community gave 
unwavering support and in turn, my partner and I gave back through agriculture and food. 
Through Community Supported Agriculture (CSA), we were able to make difficult concepts, 
such as food security and food sovereignty, into tangible actions that were carried out, well past 
our land tenure. 
 We began farming with the CSA model informally and with what we considered a very 
simple goal of providing food for our friends. We may have entered naïvely, but we came to 
comprehend how vast our agricultural capabilities were. We felt a certain sense of pride and 
accomplishment by including and by involving a group of people in their food production and 
procurement. All of our endeavors since have strived for high levels of involvement, have created 
activities that encourage group work, and have opportunities based in experiential learning. 
When the pressures of the world would bear down on us, we would find joy in that we were 
leading by example and producing great food. 
 These highlighted experiences help construct the educator and mentor that I believe I am 
today. In my teaching, I seek inclusion because I know how painful exclusion can be. I speak to 
the individual in my lectures and make direct contact with people. Through my course 
development, I have included open and honest discussion in an attempt to eliminate fear and to 
encourage critical engagement. I try to remain cognizant of the many different methods and 
processes that people learn in and learn from. I also practice what I teach and encourage taking 
theory out of the classroom and place it into reality. Although I may have been able to gain some 
of this pedagogical knowledge from higher learning, I believe that my life experiences have 
reified this knowledge and I am truly grateful.    


