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Research Statement for Jordan Dawdy 
 
Research endeavors that I have been involved with are those that I believe have 
the greatest chance of generating positive change in the world. From the onset of 
my academic career I have focused on alternative food networks that have been 
created to counter the negative effects of our hegemonic industrial agrifood 
system. I work to connect people with their food source, acting as an 
intermediary to agriculture and bridging the divide created by industrialization. 
Participatory work that engages researcher with subjects and greater 
communities is what I find most valuable and rewarding. I seek to provide 
practical solutions to problems voiced by participants, ones that address both 
short-term and long-term issues. Above all, research problems I am involved with 
include elements of empathy and compassion, rather than personal gain or profit. 
Issues that I address have touched me personally and are one's I care deeply for.  
 Throughout my graduate studies at the University of Missouri I served as a 
research assistant with the Interdisciplinary Center for Food Security. Two 
notable projects that I have been involved with include the Missouri Hunger Atlas 
and a USDA funded initiative to examine health disparities with participants of 
food pantries. For the Missouri Hunger Atlas I generated thematic maps that 
illuminated food security variables on a county-by-county basis. The Hunger 
Atlas has been cited as an indispensable tool used by policymakers to examine 
hunger variables within their own county and neighboring counties. My 
involvement with the USDA project required other sets of skills, including 
questionnaire design, developing relationships with food bank and food pantry 
directors, traveling over 32 counties across Missouri, collecting a sample that 
included 1,600 participants, and data management and entry. The work I 
conducted for ICFS helped push my quantitative research abilities, however, my 
own work has been based in qualitative methodologies.  
 My coursework and training in Rural Sociology granted me the 
opportunity to explore interactions between people and our agricultural system, 
both from industrial and alternative perspectives. From the many qualitative 
methods I have been exposed to, I chose an ethnographic case study to 
investigate participation in Community Supported Agriculture. As an active CSA 
farmer for well over a decade, I know where the farming movement excels and 
where it needs most improvement. For my dissertation research I created and 
operated a meat centered CSA project that spanned over two years in Columbia, 
Missouri. Through the use of personal, in-depth interviews with participants and 
narrative analysis I was able to uncover the reflexive engagement happening 
within the CSA. From my dissertation research I anticipate publications related 
to the theoretical proposition of reflexivity, advice and suggestions for the CSA 
practitioner, and an exploration in qualitative methodologies for alternative food 
networks. 
 The Department of Rural Sociology at the University of Missouri provided 
me the educational tools to work in agriculture and allowed me to further 
connections in the urban setting. I became involved with the Columbia Center for 
Urban Agriculture and taught an on-going workshop in which participants 
dispatched, processed, and packaged broiler chickens, aptly named Yard to 



 	
Jordan	Dawdy,	PhD,	Department	of	Rural	Sociology,	University	of	Missouri,	Fall	2015		

	
	 	

Skillet. I served as an advisor to local farmers in the area and encouraged deeper 
connections with their consumers. I also spearheaded a campus wide initiative to 
increase food literacy called Mizzou Eats, in which academic lectures were paired 
with practical demonstrations surrounding agriculture and food. I am truly 
grateful for my collective graduate experience and I am excited by where it may 
take me in the future.  
 As my work grows past graduate school, I seek to investigate and 
interrogate the theoretical concepts of food security and food sovereignty. 
Through research endeavors and teaching opportunities, I will examine how 
these theories are reified in society and under what conditions will either impede 
or facilitate their actualization. Specifically, I intend to look within alternative 
food networks to locate possible solutions to issues that plague our current 
hegemonic system. These problems are also present and persistent in our 
emergency food network. I believe that by investigating the intersectionalities of 
these two food networks positive outcomes will be made manifest, that perhaps 
mitigate many of the harmful effects of the industrial agrifood system.  
 One area in particular that may provide some relief is Community 
Supported Agriculture. I will continue to examine the relationship between 
people, place, and production. Following key findings from my dissertation 
research, I intend to further research the reflexive nature of participating in CSA, 
for both farmers and members. I envision work that includes CSA farms that are 
motivated by inclusivity, projects that make efforts to reach those not already 
participating in alternative food networks. Although I am fully capable of starting 
my own CSA project, I would like to research those already in existence in urban 
areas. Not only would continued work be beneficial for farmers utilizing this 
farming method, it would also shed light alternative ways to alleviate food 
insecurity. 
 Researching Community Supported Agriculture can also be an opportunity 
to include a larger portion of a given community in a project. The future of my 
work will include a methodology that employs Participatory Action Research. I 
hope to conduct research that includes students with the process, as well as 
involving local communities, creating co-researchers throughout the project. PAR 
dictates that problems identified by local communities are the most urgent and 
set the parameters of the research project. I find the process very intriguing and I 
intend to follow these tropes. Through the combination of subject matter and 
proposed methodologies, I hope my research is useful by all those involved and 
continues to make impacts well in to the future.  	


