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Reflective Narrative SLO 2: Child and Environmental Assessment and Study

Students will demonstrate knowledge of assessment issues and perform qualitative and quantitative assessments of 

children and their environments.

I feel that my knowledge of assessment has grown in many ways. The first thing that used to come to mind 

with the term 'assessment' would be along the lines of 'assessing a certain situation'. However, in my studies over the 

past few years I have realized that assessment is deeper than looking at something on the surface and making 

judgements from there. Assessment is also a form of research that enables you to gain knowledge about a particular 

person, student, or environment. This allows you to focus on a particular outcome and make an informed decision 

about how to reach that outcome whether it be with a student's learning capabilities, or molding a program in a way 

that is productive for the members of the program. While research allows you to find new information by testing a 

hypothesis and delving deeper into theories, and produce generalizable results, assessment is a form of research in 

which you will gain knowledge but not produce generalizable results. 

Throughout my time at Cabrillo College, Butte College, and California State University, Chico, I have been 

able to take courses focused on assessment, not only of a program's environment, but of children within a program 

as well. I have learned to use the ECERS scale; and Early Childhood Environmental Rating scale in which I learned 

a vast amount of knowledge on the requirements of an early education program and what all needs to be 

incorporated into their learning environment. You learn how to assess the environment to see if it is set up in a way 

that produces optimal learning for the children in the program, at the appropriate developmental level. I have also 

had to use assessment when focusing on a particular child or children within a program, by evaluating where they 

are in their development, and providing evidence for how I reached that conclusion. This is done by observing the 

child in a classroom environment for a set period of time, and looking for certain criteria to help make an informed 

decision on that child's development and areas for growth. One of the most important things that I have learned 

through assessment is that no two children are the same, and even though you may set up a learning environment 

for a group of children, those children within the group may use the environment to grow and explore in completely 

different ways. I'm not sure if I have necessarily struggled to understand certain areas of assessment, rather than just 

being able to know the difference between certain types of assessment and which types fall into which category. I 



suppose I originally thought of it as being less important than it really turns out to be. In the past few years however, I 

have learned how extremely important assessment is, not only for children but their families and care providers as 

well. 

One assignment that stands out which documents what I have learned about assessment would be the 

Individual Child Report done in a previous Observation and Assessment course taken at Butte College. I actually 

took this course at Cabrillo College as well, but the units didn't transfer over so I had to repeat the course. As 

frustrating as this was, it was actually beneficial in allowing me to study the material all over again to really learn how 

exactly assessment is used to track a child's developmental levels. Throughout this course I observed children in 

their classroom and how they used the environment and the children around them to grow and flourish in their 

learning. I would document this experience through observation notes as well as photographs and samples of the 

child's work to support my findings within the assignment. Another set of assignments that stand out to me would be 

the documentation of ejournals used in my Child Practicum course at Chico State last semester. The ejournals not 

only documented what I saw from the children in the class, but also my area of growth within the course being able to 

assess my own thoughts and ideas on certain children and the environment. Ejournals are a great source of 

reflection and learning, and I think that those are beneficial in begin able to find deeper ways of learning and 

assessment. What I like about the journals are that they are your own thoughts, worries, and abilities put onto paper 

and allow you to go back and see how you were feeling at a particular moment in time as well as how far you may 

have grown in your area of expertise.  


