
How can we increase age appropriate play and conflict negations in preschoolers? 

Focus
Helping children at Innovative to improve 

their social skills by giving children the skills 

to enter and negotiate play.

What We Did
Implementation took place during morning 

free play or activity times.  We selected the 

activity that the children played. Activities 

were set up at the “circle time” rug or at any 

other not used area in the classroom. About 

3- 5 children participate at any given time. 

We went over the laminated rule sheet and 

the entering play/ conflict negotiation icons 

before starting the game. We assisted the 

children in the start of the game and sat on 

the side while the children continue to play. 

However, some activities needed more 

assistance than others. The game 

continued until conflict arose, at that point 

we froze the game. The children that were 

in conflict went over to the conflict 

resolution board and pick a resolution that 

helped them solve the problem. This was 

often done with teacher’s assistance. After 

conflict was resolved the game continued. 

We encouraged children to let their peers 

know when they were moving on to another 

activity.

Findings
Through observation we conducted pre and 

post evaluations from the DRDP measuring 

SED 2: social and emotional 

understanding, SED 4: relationships and 

social interaction with peers, and HSS: 

conflict negotiation. We found that children 

significantly increased verbalization when 

entering and exiting play. This is shown as 

an increase in relationships and social 

interactions with peers. In addition, there 

was also a significant increase in self 

verbalization while negotiating conflict. This 

is shown as an increase not only in conflict 

negotiation, but also in social and emotional 

understanding. 

Reflection
Throughout our implementation we noticed 

that the children were eager to participate 

in the activities, but we noticed that not all 

of the activities facilitated group play. We 

observed that it was easier for children to 

say and use the entered play icon “Can I 

play with you?” compare to saying “I’m all 

done” or “Bye-Bye” when exiting play.  The 

majority of children improved numerously 

with communication when entering and 

exiting play. As well as, an increase in using 

different phrases to entered play for 

instance, “Can I be?” “What can I be?” 

Based on our observations from group play 

activities we found that children’s 

confidence in communicating and turn-

taking skills tremendously improved.

Recommendations
• More observation before, during, and 

after

• Uniformed game 

• Ask classroom teacher for activity input 

• More group oriented play

• Introduce during circle time

• Incorporate board throughout all play  

• Tie games in with daily curriculum 

• Take more picture, incorporating play 

icons 
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