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    Environmental Observation Assignment 

On Friday May 2
nd

, 2014 an environmental observation took place is the Magnolia room 

from 9:50 am to 10:25 am. There were three adults present and a group of ten children. The 

observation took place outside where the children were going to go swimming. There were two 

sets of data done by different observers at the same location but different times. These two sets 

of data were compared to each other and it was found that their percentage of agreement was 

38.5% and the Cohen’s kappa was 0.188. This kappa fell into the range of having a poor 

interrater reliaibility and led to disagreements between the two sets of data.  

One of the first disagreements between the first set of data and the second set of data is 

“doesn’t try to exercise much control over the children” In Dr. Lewis’ observation, it was found 

that it  was not true at all that the teacher doesn’t try to exercise control over the children. 

However, in the first set of data, it was found that it was quite a bit true that the teacher didn’t try 

to exercise much control over the children. This disagreement could have occurred for an array 

of reasons, but it is possible that it occurred because of the date and time. Friday is a day when 

typically majority of the children are not present. There were very few children and the children 

were participating in free play. The children had the opportunity to play in the pool and when 

they were splashing others who did not want their whole body wet (as they said, “Don’t splash 

me,”) the teacher there did not say anything but just kept filling up the pools. The child who was 

splashed ended up getting into playing after the initial shock of being splashed. However, the 

teacher did not address the situation with the children and splashing others when they don’t want 

to be seemed like something the teacher should have addressed. It might have improved our 



reliability to be watching the same teacher interact with the child and also the same atmosphere 

which was free play.  

One of the next disagreements that were found was item twenty-four. This item is 

described as “expects the children to exercise self-control.” The first set of data found that it was 

very true that the teacher had that expectation of the children. However, Dr. Lewis’ set of data 

found that it was somewhat true that the teacher had that expectation. When the children went to 

go all run to change into their swimming attire, the teacher conducted that she wanted a line for 

them all to take turns. She made it clear that anyone who didn’t follow directions would go to the 

back of the line. She told them that she didn’t want them all to be pushing into the bathroom. 

This disagreement could have happened because a group of children were trying to all do the 

same thing in the same place at the same time. It called for structure to make it go smoothly and 

as quickly as possible. This reliability could have been higher if the other observer could have 

seen a situation where all the children needed to accomplish something in an orderly fashion as 

quickly and safely as possible. 

Another disagreement that was found between the two sets of data was item twenty-six, 

which was “seems unnecessarily harsh when scolding or prohibiting children.” The first set of 

data found that to be not true at all of the teacher being observed. However, the second set of 

data found that it was quite a bit true that the teacher being observed was unnecessarily harsh 

when scolding or prohibiting children. The disagreement could have happened because again of 

the day and the teacher in the area. There was a piece of equipment which was red that two 

children could rock on. The child who was in control of the handles kept rocking so hard that we 

would fall off. The teacher there didn’t seem to pay much attention to it but she did say to them 

please be safe when you are playing. I thought this disagreement happened because maybe the 



other observer did not see any teachers who were timid or laid back. The children were doing 

this activity in the sand so that also could have a been a factor with the teacher as well.  

I learned about different things to look for in teachers in regards to how they act around 

students. I never thought of those different items in a “true form.” I thought this opened my eyes 

to the way I want to be a teacher and things that I want to be aware of when I interact with 

students such as exercises firmness as necessary. I have realized with this assignment that all 

these items are important for a teacher to acquire when working with students because they need 

structure and teachers are supposed to provide that.  


