
Reflective Narrative SLO II: Child and Environmental Assessment and Study 

SLO II.  Child and Environmental Assessment and Study 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of assessment issues and perform qualitative and 
quantitative assessments of children and their environments. 

The Student Learning Objective mentioned above relates to students showing that they 
know what assessment is, what problems come with assessment and how to perform both 
qualitative and quantitative assessment of children and their environment.  To me it means that 
I can use tools to assess a child’s development and the environment used by the child to learn 
or live and thrive.  It also means that I have a general knowledge of how these assessments 
work, how to figure out if an assessment is valid and reliable to use, and how to find 
information that allows me to have credible sources that also say that the assessments are valid 
and reliable.  I got introduced to many assessments that are used with children and the 
environment children are in while learning the meaning of this SLO. 

When I started using the Desired Results Developmental Profile (hereafter referred to as 
DRDP) in my work experience (before I started taking child development classes) I had no idea 
that the assessment tool was part of data collection, nor could I associate it with the words 
assessment, validity, reliability, interrater reliability, test-retest, or research.  My basic 
understanding of the DRDP was that I knew that I had to observe the children say something 
specific that met the requirement of the DRDP, or see the children do something specific just 
like what the example that was provided in the DRDP and write it down.  I remember 
specifically writing an observation note of a child.  I noted that the child was reading a book 
because the child was turning the pages and saying the correct words that were on the page.  It 
took me by surprise that the child correctly identified word for word what was on the page and 
today I would still say it took me by surprise but the reason behind it would be different. 

 My understanding of assessment has changed to knowing that assessment cannot 
contain bias.  Bias would be personal opinion.  In my previous example, I wrote an objective 
observation assuming that the child was reading the words from the book.  It was my opinion 
that the child was reading.  I should have written a subjective observation which does not 
contain personal bias.  Looking at the previous example, the child saying the words that were 
correctly matching the page was not reading the book, nothing I wrote down could explain 
that.  My documentation would have covered cognitive development with regards to memory 
recognition and the cognition of proper book handling.  My knowledge in assessment has also 
grown to include problems in assessment like inter-rater reliability, reliability, validity, and 



test-retest reliability.  All of these are issues that can occur in assessment.  Knowing how to 
identify problems with assessment is helpful in knowing how to avoid them and how to take 
measures to resolve them. 

Assessment is a type of research that has a specific goal.  The data collected from 
assessment is used to improve something like, for example, the environment, the teacher/child 
interactions or the curriculum.  The assessment tool Classroom Assessment Scoring System 
(hereafter referred to as CLASS) is a great example of what assessment is.  It is used to rate the 
quality of the environment and the quality of the interaction of the teachers with the children.  
Research, on the other hand, is a process of gathering data, analyzing it and breaking it down 
into a report that can be published for other people to read.  Research studies can also be 
quantitative or mixed methods with quantitative typically having large samples.  The goal of 
research is to find new information, to confirm a theory or replicate findings and to test 
hypothesis.  The DRDP is a good example of an assessment tool that is quantitative.  The DRDP 
requires an assessor to collect various pieces of objective observational notes of a child’s 
development.  It is then used to analyze where the child’s individualized development is to be 
able to give that information to parents and other staff about the child’s individualized 
development. 

I took Child Development 440 Assessment Issues for Families and Children, which 
really helped me increase my knowledge in assessment.  That class was the one that really 
focused in the definition of assessment, what assessment is used for and the problems that come 
with different types of assessment.  I learned that assessment is a tool that can be used with 
children to look for something specifically depending on the type of assessment used.  I also 
found Child 353 Inquiries of Methods in Child Development helpful in my understanding of 
assessment because it provided the key terminology of what assessment is comprised of.  At the 
end of my Assessment Issues for Families and Children class, I got to do the CLASS assessment 
which really allowed me to put all of what I learned into a hands on experience which summed 
up nicely what I had learned but also allowed me to retain that information easier for future 
use. 

The most important things I learned about assessment is to differentiate the goals that 
assessment and research have and know the fact that they are different.  Like mentioned 
earlier, assessment has the goal to improve something such as the environment in a classroom.  
Teachers use the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale and the Infant/Toddler 
Environment Rating Scale in early childhood environments to rate the environment.  The goal 
of research to go gain new information, to confirm a theory or replicate the findings of a study 



or to test a hypothesis.  This is important to me because I know that there are different 
processes I can use in assessment based on what the goal in mind is. 

 What I most struggled to understand was how to analyze data using standard deviation, 
T-Score, and the reliability coefficient such as the Alpha, percentile and percent.  Unless I have 
the sheet given to me in the Inquiries of Methods in Child Development class, I am completely 
lost at knowing how to figure out these statistical numbers and what they mean.  It was not the 
math associated with them, it was the meaning behind them and the definition of each score 
that I struggled to understand. 

 Even though I struggled with the statistical portion of assessment, I was able to complete 
an assignment in my Assessment Issues for Families and Children class that showed my 
understanding of using an assessment tool which required statistical analysis of inter-rater 
reliability.  In this assignment I have specific observation notes that can compare to the 
observation notes that I took from an assignment that I did back in Early Childhood Education 
3; Child Growth and Development.  In the Child Growth and Development class I wrote 
statements like the child made and airway landing strip which shows me inferring what the 
child had built from his blocks.  In my assignment for the Assessment Issues for Families and 
Children class, I have quotation marks around what the teacher specifically says to the child 
and what the child specifically responds back.  There isn’t any subjective documentation in 
there.  These documents prove that I have grown in my knowledge of assessment. 


