
Reflective Narrative SLO III: Developmental Context 

SLO III.  Developmental Context 

Students will demonstrate knowledge of the multiple environmental contexts in which children 
grow and develop, and will be able to analyze systems that support children’s well-being. 

 The student learning objective mentioned above covers the Child Development 
professional’s belief that children grow and develop in multiple environmental context and 
that given that knowledge it is important to understand and analyze those environments and 
systems within those environments that support a child’s growth and development.  When I 
started my career path down child development it seemed very obvious to me that things 
around a child affect the child given that I knew what kinds of things affect me while I grew 
up.  Little did I know the bigger picture that affect children.  It wasn’t until I learned about 
Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Model did I begin to notice that there are other contexts in the 
environment that affect a child’s development. 

 Many learning theories in my educational experience have opened my eyes to the 
different environmental context that affect a child’s development and growth.  The one that 
explains it best to me is Bronfenbrenner.  I first ran into this theory in my child development 
class Children in a Changing World.   Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Model was a new term to 
me.  It fascinated me how one model can put all of the environmental contexts in picture form 
so we can visualize it.  Then I was surprised to see things such as health services, church, sex, 
and age on there.  All of the little things that paint the whole picture that affect a child.   

As a life-long learner I have dedicated to memorize this model.  In order to get a full 
grasp of a situation I need to look at all of the aspects of a child that could impact the child, and 
if I plan on working with children knowing this model will come in handy.  Knowing the 
names of each system and what occurs in each has always hindered me.  The names are too 
similar for me to commit them to memory.  Yet knowing the connections and how they move 
from one circle in the model to the next allows me to remember most of the model.  Also as part 
of remember the names that go in the model is also learning more about what occurs in each 
one of the systems that affect a child and to what extent do those systems affect a child.  There 
is always more to research, learn and discover when it comes to knowledge of multiple 
environmental contexts that children grown and develop in. 



 There are two assignments that I did that show my understanding of this SLO.  The 
individual child observations for Child Growth and Development had me observe three 
children of different ages and analyze them in the environment that they were growing and 
thriving in.  I also had to do an assignment in my Research Methods class that allowed me to 
critically analyze the aspects that would affect the scores when testing a child in a research 
study. 


