
Reflective Narrative SLO IV: Professionalism 

SLO IV.  Professionalism 

Students will engage in professional behavior appropriate to the discipline in professional contexts. 

 

The professional student learning objective is the goal for students to walk away from 
California State University, Chico, with a clear knowledge of the discipline and professional contexts in 
their profession.  It means that as student learners we were able to learn and understand how to apply 
professional behavior in our profession.  We can utilize tools given to use to perform necessary duties 
under our qualifications.  Also, we can do so in a clear professional manner. 

 A child development professional should have skills and dispositions.  Communication and 
teamwork go hand in hand, without communication teamwork fails.  Leadership is closely tied with 
communication and teamwork.  It means that the person filling the role of leadership should be able to 
communicate effectively and clearly and work with the team of personnel to accomplish a unison goal.  
As a child development professional, it is also important to have a value or viewpoint with regards to 
children and child development.  I believe that children are unique, that children grow in a continuous 
rate of development, and that children have a voice of their own.  I also believe that teachers should 
supplement the voice of a child when the child cannot get the words across of what they need.  The 
viewpoints that I believe are important for child development professionals are Piaget’s cognitive 
theory, play based theory (nature vs. nurture), and positive reinforcement and redirection.  

Knowing the theories of child development has allowed me to grow.  I know that when I started 
working with children I could not have said that a child learned from its environment through play 
because they are using fine motor, gross motor, social development in dramatic play and cognitive in 
scooping sand into a cup.  I would have said that children learn from playing but I would have had a 
hard time saying exactly how a child learns through play.  Slowly learning of these theorists has 
expanded my understanding of child development and increased my professionalism in the field by 
observing other professionals through classes that allowed me to practice what I learned. 

 When I talk to others that are in the same profession as I am, I feel like I don’t know as much as 
I do, or that I don’t sound professional.  Yet when I talk to family members who are not child 
development professionals I feel like they look impressed or they tell me that I know a lot about 
children and their development.  What I would like to do better is to stop second guessing myself and 
go with my gut feeling when it comes to working with children.  It's very natural to me to work with 
children, and I have a lot of experience, so I need to show that I already have it. 



 Being a life-long learner, I will continue to educate myself in the issues that concern children.  I 
feel that there never will be an end to child development findings.  We are going to continuously find 
new ways to do things, and new areas of development that help a child grow and develop easier.  We 
will continuously try to improve the lives of children across the world and all of this will be updated 
on a daily basis.  So as a life-long learner I will continue to keep up with new findings that pertain to 
children and their development. 

 I feel like I have gotten a far better grasp of theories and foundational principles that got child 
development started.  This has allowed us to understand children and work with them in a scientific 
way.  I know how to research methods about child’s development and findings.  This allows me to 
present my findings in a professional manner along with statements that back up the reasons for my 
findings and why I decided to do when I work with children.   

The two assignments that provide a glimpse of my growth in this profession are my 
observations from the child development course I took in the beginning of my studies and the 
practicum course where I took notes on one child.  Both clearly show differences.  In my first 
observation there are inferences and bias as well as correction to the child’s language.  In my 
observations from my practicum my notes don’t have bias and they are clearly what I observed. 


